
san jose sharks jersey number history

san jose sharks jersey number history reflects the rich and evolving identity of one of the NHL's
most dynamic franchises. Since their inception in 1991, the San Jose Sharks have developed a distinct
culture and legacy, with jersey numbers playing a significant role in honoring players, celebrating
achievements, and fostering team spirit. This article explores the history of the San Jose Sharks jersey
numbers, highlighting key players, retired numbers, and the significance behind certain digits. By
examining the evolution of jersey numbers, fans and historians can better appreciate the team's
heritage and the stories behind the numbers worn on the ice. From iconic stars to unsung heroes, the
jersey number history of the Sharks offers a window into the franchise’s past and its ongoing journey.
Below is a detailed overview of the different aspects of San Jose Sharks jersey number history.

Early Years and Original Jersey Numbers

Iconic Players and Their Numbers

Retired and Honored Numbers

Notable Changes and Number Traditions

Current Trends and Jersey Number Usage

Early Years and Original Jersey Numbers
The San Jose Sharks joined the National Hockey League as an expansion team in the 1991-1992
season. In those early years, the jersey number assignments were largely influenced by player
preferences, availability, and traditional numbering conventions in hockey. The franchise initially
adopted a teal, black, and white color scheme, with jersey designs that incorporated shark imagery
and aggressive styling.

Initial Number Assignments
During the Sharks’ formative years, many of the original players wore numbers ranging from the low
single digits to the 30s and 40s, a common practice for new teams assembling a diverse roster.
Numbers such as 8, 12, 19, and 31 became associated with key contributors. The early assignments
helped set the tone for the team’s identity and allowed players to establish personal legacies
connected to their jersey numbers.

Significance of Number Choices
In hockey, certain numbers carry traditional positional associations—for example, goaltenders
typically wear numbers in the 30s or 1, while forwards and defensemen tend to have numbers
between 1 and 30 or higher. The Sharks’ early rosters reflected these conventions, while also allowing



room for unique selections that would later become iconic. This blend of tradition and individuality is a
hallmark of the San Jose Sharks jersey number history.

Iconic Players and Their Numbers
Several San Jose Sharks players have become synonymous with their jersey numbers, elevating these
digits into symbols of franchise pride and fan loyalty. Notable players have left an indelible mark on
the team’s history through their performances and long-term association with specific numbers.

Patrick Marleau – Number 12
Patrick Marleau, the franchise leader in games played and points, wore number 12 throughout his
extensive tenure with the Sharks. Marleau’s number 12 became iconic as he set numerous club
records, including all-time goals and assists. His jersey number is celebrated among Sharks fans for
representing dedication and excellence.

Evgeni Nabokov – Number 20
Goaltender Evgeni Nabokov wore number 20 during his time with the Sharks and is remembered as
one of the franchise’s most influential players. Nabokov’s consistent performances and key playoff
appearances made number 20 a symbol of resilience and competitive spirit in the Sharks’ jersey
number history.

Other Notable Numbers

Joe Thornton – Number 19: The captain and dynamic center who led the Sharks during some of
their most successful seasons.

Patrick Marleau – Number 12: Franchise all-time leader and long-time face of the team.

Marc-Edouard Vlasic – Number 44: A stalwart defenseman known for his defensive prowess.

Logan Couture – Number 39: Current team leader and offensive powerhouse.

Retired and Honored Numbers
Unlike some NHL franchises, the San Jose Sharks have been selective in retiring jersey numbers. The
team’s approach to honoring players through jersey retirement or banner raising reflects a balance
between celebrating individual achievements and maintaining number availability for current and
future players.



Retired Numbers
As of now, the San Jose Sharks have officially retired only one number: 99, in honor of Wayne Gretzky.
Although Gretzky never played for the Sharks, the NHL-wide retirement of number 99 applies to all
teams, including San Jose. This universal retirement recognizes Gretzky’s monumental impact on the
sport.

Honored Players and Number Recognition
The Sharks have honored several franchise legends through team recognitions and hall of fame
inductions, even if their numbers are not formally retired. Players like Patrick Marleau (12) and Joe
Thornton (19) have received significant acclaim, with their numbers considered unofficially sacred
among the fanbase.

Notable Changes and Number Traditions
The San Jose Sharks jersey number history includes notable moments when players changed numbers
or when the team introduced special edition jerseys featuring alternative numbering schemes. These
instances highlight the evolving nature of hockey traditions within the franchise.

Number Changes by Players
Throughout the Sharks’ history, several players have changed jersey numbers due to trades, personal
preference, or new acquisitions. For example, Joe Thornton initially wore number 21 but switched to
number 19 after joining the Sharks, cementing that number as part of his identity with the team.

Special Edition Jerseys and Number Variations
The Sharks have occasionally worn alternate jerseys for special events or promotions, sometimes
featuring unique number fonts, colors, or placements. These variations add to the visual history of the
team's jerseys and contribute to the overall story of the San Jose Sharks jersey number history.

Current Trends and Jersey Number Usage
In recent years, the San Jose Sharks have seen a diversification in jersey number usage, reflecting
broader NHL trends where players choose non-traditional or higher numbers. This trend illustrates a
shift toward individuality and personal expression within the team’s framework.

Modern Number Selections
Current Sharks players wear a wide range of numbers, from single digits to numbers in the 70s and
80s. Younger players often select numbers that hold personal significance or are inspired by hockey
idols, while veterans tend to retain traditional numbers associated with their positions.



Impact on Team Identity
The variety of jersey numbers on the current roster illustrates the evolving identity of the Sharks
franchise. While honoring the past through classic numbers worn by franchise legends, the team
embraces new generations of players who bring fresh energy and styles to the ice, all represented
through their jersey numbers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first player to wear the San Jose Sharks jersey
number 8?
The first player to wear the San Jose Sharks jersey number 8 was Doug Wilson, who was a key player
and later became the team's general manager.

Which San Jose Sharks player is most famously associated
with jersey number 19?
Joe Thornton is most famously associated with jersey number 19, having worn it throughout his long
and successful career with the Sharks.

Has any San Jose Sharks player had their jersey number
retired?
As of 2024, the San Jose Sharks have not officially retired any player’s jersey number, although
numbers like 8 for Doug Wilson are highly honored within the organization.

Which number did Patrick Marleau wear during his time with
the San Jose Sharks?
Patrick Marleau wore jersey number 12 during his entire tenure with the San Jose Sharks.

Are there any significant stories behind the San Jose Sharks
jersey number 88?
Joonas Donskoi wore number 88 during his time with the Sharks, and while not retired, the number is
recognized among fans for his contributions to the team.

What jersey number did Evander Kane wear while playing for
the San Jose Sharks?
Evander Kane wore jersey number 9 during his time with the San Jose Sharks.



Who wore jersey number 39 for the San Jose Sharks, and what
was their impact?
Antti Niemi wore jersey number 39 as a goaltender and was instrumental in the Sharks reaching the
Stanley Cup Final in 2016.

Has any San Jose Sharks player switched jersey numbers
during their career with the team?
Yes, some players have changed numbers; for example, Tomas Hertl initially wore number 48 before
switching to number 48 permanently, but most players tend to keep consistent numbers.

What is the significance of jersey number 28 in San Jose
Sharks history?
Jersey number 28 was worn by Ryane Clowe, a fan favorite known for his physical play and leadership
during his tenure with the Sharks.

Which San Jose Sharks jersey numbers have been worn by
team captains?
Notable Sharks captains and their jersey numbers include Doug Wilson (8), Owen Nolan (12), Patrick
Marleau (12), Logan Couture (39), and Erik Karlsson (65).

Additional Resources
1. Sharks on Ice: The Legacy of San Jose Jersey Numbers
This book explores the rich history of the San Jose Sharks through the lens of their jersey numbers. It
delves into the stories behind the most iconic numbers worn by Sharks players, highlighting their
contributions to the team's success. Readers will gain insight into how these numbers have become
symbols of pride and identity for the franchise.

2. Numbered Warriors: The San Jose Sharks’ Jersey History
A comprehensive look at the players who have donned the Sharks' jerseys over the decades. This
book details the significance of each number and the memorable moments associated with them. It
also includes interviews with former players and coaches, providing a personal touch to the numerical
legacy.

3. Sharks’ Numbers Game: Tracking San Jose’s Hockey Heroes
Focusing on the statistical and emotional impact of jersey numbers, this book examines how certain
numbers have become synonymous with excellence in San Jose Sharks history. It traces the evolution
of the team’s roster and the stories behind retiring or honoring specific numbers.

4. From Zero to Hero: San Jose Sharks Jersey Numbers and Their Legends
This title highlights the journeys of players who started as rookies and became legends, emphasizing
their jersey numbers as part of their identity. It showcases key games and seasons where these
numbers made a lasting impression on fans and the franchise alike.



5. Sharks' Numbers: A Visual History of San Jose's Iconic Jerseys
An illustrated guide featuring photographs and memorabilia related to the Sharks’ jersey numbers.
The book provides a visual timeline of how the jerseys and their numbers have changed, reflecting
shifts in team branding and player legacies.

6. Jersey Pride: The Stories Behind San Jose Sharks Numbers
This narrative-driven book shares anecdotes and personal stories from players, coaches, and fans
about their favorite Sharks jersey numbers. It highlights how the numbers have inspired team spirit
and connected the community to the game.

7. Legacy on the Ice: San Jose Sharks and Their Jersey Numbers
Examining the cultural and historical significance of the Sharks’ jersey numbers, this book connects
the dots between on-ice performance and off-ice impact. It discusses jersey retirements, number
changes, and the symbolism of numbers in hockey tradition.

8. Sharks by the Numbers: A Statistical History of San Jose’s Jerseys
A data-centric exploration of the Sharks’ players and their jersey numbers, focusing on career
statistics, records, and milestones. This book is perfect for fans who appreciate the analytical side of
hockey and want to understand the numbers behind the game.

9. San Jose Sharks: Numbers That Made History
Highlighting the most influential and memorable jersey numbers in Sharks history, this book
celebrates the players who defined the franchise. It includes detailed profiles, career highlights, and
the legacy each number carries within the Sharks community.
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