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2013

RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 is a vital resource for professionals in the
construction industry, including architects, engineers, contractors, and estimators. This
comprehensive guide provides detailed cost information for a wide range of building materials, labor,
and other construction-related expenses. In 2013, the construction industry faced unique challenges
and changes, and the RSMeans data offered insights that helped stakeholders make informed
decisions. This article delves into the features, components, and significance of RSMeans Building
Construction Cost Data 2013, offering an in-depth understanding of its relevance and application in
the field.

Overview of RSMeans

RSMeans is a trusted name in construction cost estimation, providing a wealth of data that assists
professionals in budgeting and planning projects effectively. The organization has been in operation
for decades, continuously updating its databases and resources to reflect current market conditions.
RSMeans collects and analyzes data across various regions, ensuring that users have access to
accurate, localized information.

The Importance of Cost Data in Construction

Cost data is crucial in the construction industry for several reasons:

1. Budgeting: Accurate cost data helps project managers create realistic budgets, minimizing the risk
of cost overruns.

2. Bidding: Contractors rely on precise data to prepare competitive bids that reflect true project costs.
3. Project Planning: Understanding costs aids in scheduling and resource allocation throughout the
construction process.

4. Financial Analysis: Investors and stakeholders use cost data to assess the financial viability of
projects.

Content of RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data
2013

The RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 edition includes comprehensive information on
various types of costs associated with construction projects. It encompasses labor rates, material
prices, and equipment costs, categorized by region to provide localized insights.



1. Labor Costs

Labor is one of the most significant components of construction costs. RSMeans provides detailed
labor rates for different trades, accounting for variations across regions. The labor cost section
includes:

- Hourly Wage Rates: Detailed breakdowns of wages for various labor categories such as carpenters,
electricians, plumbers, and laborers.

- Productivity Rates: Estimates of the amount of work a skilled laborer can complete in a given
timeframe, helping estimators evaluate project timelines.

- Fringe Benefits: An overview of additional costs associated with hiring labor, including health
insurance, retirement contributions, and other benefits.

2. Material Costs

Materials constitute another significant portion of construction expenses. RSMeans provides extensive
details on material costs, including:

- Prices for Common Materials: Cost information for essential construction materials such as concrete,
steel, lumber, and drywall.

- Regional Variations: Adjustments to material costs based on local market conditions, allowing for
accurate project estimates.

- Material Indexes: Monthly updates that reflect changes in material prices, helping estimators stay
current with market fluctuations.

3. Equipment Costs

The cost of equipment is also essential for accurate project estimating. RSMeans includes:

- Rental Rates: Information on the cost of renting various types of construction equipment.
- Ownership Costs: Details on the costs associated with owning and operating construction
equipment, including maintenance, fuel, and depreciation.

- Regional Adjustments: Variations in equipment costs depending on geographical factors.

4. Assemblies and Unit Prices

The RSMeans data includes assemblies and unit prices, which are critical for developing detailed cost
estimates. Assemblies are combinations of labor, materials, and equipment needed to complete
specific tasks, while unit prices provide cost per unit for various construction activities.

- Detailed Assemblies: Descriptions of various construction assemblies, such as wall systems, roof
systems, and floor systems, with corresponding cost estimates.

- Unit Pricing: Cost per square foot or per linear foot for specific construction elements, aiding in quick
calculations.



Applications of RSMeans Building Construction Cost
Data 2013

The RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 serves multiple purposes across various phases of
construction projects. Some of the primary applications include:

1. Cost Estimation

Estimators utilize RSMeans data to create accurate cost estimates for projects, allowing stakeholders
to understand the financial implications before construction begins. This process involves:

- Analyzing labor, material, and equipment costs.

- Compiling data into comprehensive estimates.
- Adjusting estimates based on project specifications and conditions.

2. Project Management

Project managers rely on RSMeans data to monitor expenses throughout the construction process.
Effective project management includes:

- Tracking actual costs against estimates.

- Adjusting project budgets based on updated data.
- Communicating with stakeholders about financial status.

3. Bid Preparation

Contractors use RSMeans data to prepare competitive bids. This process requires:

- Assessing costs accurately to ensure profitability.
- Evaluating project specifications to determine necessary resources.
- Developing detailed proposals that reflect realistic costs.

4. Financial Analysis and Reporting

Investors and financial analysts use RSMeans data to evaluate the feasibility of construction projects.
This involves:

- Conducting cost-benefit analyses.
- Assessing return on investment (ROI).
- Generating reports for stakeholders.



Challenges and Considerations in Using RSMeans Data

While RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 is an invaluable resource, users should be
aware of certain challenges:

- Market Fluctuations: The construction market is dynamic, and costs can change rapidly due to
economic factors. Users must remain vigilant and adjust estimates accordingly.

- Regional Variability: Although RSMeans provides regional data, local market conditions can still
affect costs. Users should consider additional localized research when necessary.

- Skill Level Variations: The productivity rates provided are averages and may not reflect the
capabilities of specific labor forces. Adjustments may be necessary based on the skill level of workers
available.

Conclusion

RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 is an essential tool for construction professionals
navigating the complexities of budgeting, estimating, and project management. By providing
comprehensive information on labor, materials, and equipment costs, RSMeans helps stakeholders
make informed decisions that can significantly impact project outcomes. Despite the challenges
associated with using cost data, the insights gained from RSMeans are invaluable for ensuring
successful construction projects and achieving financial objectives. As the industry continues to
evolve, the importance of accurate and up-to-date cost data cannot be overstated, making resources
like RSMeans indispensable for professionals in the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013?

RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 is a comprehensive reference that provides detailed
cost information for various construction materials, labor, and overhead, essential for budgeting and
estimating construction projects.

How can RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 be
utilized in project estimation?

It can be used by construction professionals to generate accurate cost estimates, allowing for better
budgeting and financial planning by referencing current market prices for labor and materials.

What types of projects benefit from using RSMeans Building
Construction Cost Data 20132

A wide range of projects benefit, including residential, commercial, and industrial construction, as it
provides cost data applicable to various types of building trades and construction activities.



Is the RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2013 still
relevant for current construction projects?

While it provides a historical perspective and foundational cost data, it may require adjustments for
inflation and current market conditions to ensure accuracy in today’s construction environment.

Where can one access RSMeans Building Construction Cost
Data 2013?

It can be accessed through various platforms, including RSMeans' official website, libraries, or through
purchasing physical or digital copies from construction data vendors.
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