ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS EXAMPLES

Ross PORTFOLIO ESSAYS EXAMPLES ARE CRUCIAL FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS WHO AIM TO GAIN ADMISSION TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN'S Ross ScHooL oF BUSINESS. CRAFTING THESE ESSAYS EFFECTIVELY ALLOWS APPLICANTS TO
SHOWCASE THEIR UNIQUE EXPERIENCES, ASPIRATIONS, AND FIT FOR THE PROGRAM. THIS ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW
OF WHAT ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS ENTAIL, TIPS FOR WRITING THEM, AND EXAMPLES TO INSPIRE YOUR OWN WRITING.

UNDERSTANDING THE Ross PorTFoLIO EssAYs

THE Ross ScHooL oF BUSINESS EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL STORYTELLING IN ITS ADMISSIONS PROCESS. THE
PORTFOLIO ESSAYS ARE DESIGNED TO HELP THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE UNDERSTAND CANDIDATES BEYOND THEIR ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES. THESE ESSAYS PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON PERSONAL GROWTH,
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES, AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS.

PURPOSE OF THE PORTFOLIO ESSAYS

THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE PORTFOLIO ESSAYS INCLUDE:

- SHOWCASING INDIVIDUALITY: THE ESSAYS ALLOW CANDIDATES TO PRESENT THEIR UNIQUE BACKGROUNDS AND PERSPECTIVES.
- DEMONSTRATING SELF-REFLECTION: APPLICANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO REFLECT ON THEIR EXPERIENCES AND HOW THESE HAVE
SHAPED THEIR CAREER GOALS.

- HIGHLIGHTING ALIGNMENT WITH ROSS VALUES: THE ESSAYS SHOULD CONVEY HOW THE APPLICANT'S VALUES ALIGN WITH THE
MISSION AND CULTURE OF THE ROSS ScHooL oF BUSINESS.

EssAYy PROMPTS AND STRUCTURE

TYPICALLY, THE ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS CONSIST OF TWO MAIN PROMPTS. W/HILE THE EXACT PROMPTS MAY VARY FROM
YEAR TO YEAR, THEY GENERALLY FOCUS ON PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES.

CoMMoN Essay ProMpPTS:

1. DESCRIBE YOUR CAREER GOALS AND HOW THE Ross MBA WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE THEM.
2. SHARE AN EXPERIENCE WHERE YOU DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP AND WHAT YOU LEARNED FROM IT.

EACH ESSAY SHOULD FOLLOW A STRUCTURED APPROACH:

- INTRODUCTION: SET THE STAGE FOR YOUR STORY AND INTRODUCE THE MAIN THEMES.
- BoDY: PROVIDE DETAILED EXAMPLES AND NARRATIVES THAT ILLUSTRATE YOUR POINTS.
- CONCLUSION: REFLECT ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EXPERIENCES DISCUSSED AND TIE THEM BACK TO YOUR FUTURE GOALS.

TiPs FOR WRITING EFFECTIVE PORTFOLIO ESSAYS

CRAFTING COMPELLING PORTFOLIO ESSAYS REQUIRES CAREFUL THOUGHT AND PLANNING. HERE ARE SOME TIPS TO KEEP IN MIND:

1. START EARLY

BEGIN WRITING YOUR ESSAYS WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE APPLICATION DEADLINE. THIS GIVES YOU AMPLE TIME TO BRAINSTORM,



DRAFT, REVISE, AND SEEK FEEDBACK.

2. BE AUTHENTIC

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES VALUE HONESTY AND AUTHENTICITY. SHARE YOUR TRUE EXPERIENCES AND ASPIRATIONS RATHER THAN
WHAT YOU THINK THE COMMITTEE WANTS TO HEAR.

3. Use SPecIFic EXAMPLES

[LLUSTRATE YOUR POINTS WITH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES FROM YOUR LIFE. THIS COULD INCLUDE PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS,
VOLUNTEER WORK, OR PERSONAL CHALLENGES.

4. ReFLECT ON YOUR LEARNING

FOR EACH EXPERIENCE YOU DESCRIBE, TAKE TIME TO REFLECT ON WHAT YOU LEARNED. How DID IT SHAPE YOUR LEADERSHIP
STYLE OR CAREER AMBITIONS?

5. ConNecT TO Ross

DEMONSTRATE HOW YOUR EXPERIENCES AND ASPIRATIONS ALIGN WITH THE VALUES AND OFFERINGS OF THE ROSS ScHoOL OF
BUSINESS. MENTION SPECIFIC PROGRAMS, CLUBS, OR FACULTY THAT RESONATE WITH YOU.

ExAMPLES oF Ross PorTFoLIO EssAYs

ToO PROVIDE CLARITY ON HOW TO APPROACH YOUR OWN ESSAYS, HERE ARE TWO EXAMPLE OUTLINES BASED ON COMMON
PROMPTS.

ExAMPLE 1: CAREER GOALS AND THE ROLE oF Ross

ProOMPT: DESCRIBE YOUR CAREER GOALS AND HOW THE Ross MBA WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE THEM.
OQUTLINE:

- INTRODUCTION:
- BRIEFLY INTRODUCE YOUR CURRENT CAREER STATUS AND YOUR LONG-TERM CAREER ASPIRATIONS.
- MENTION YOUR MOTIVATION FOR PURSUING AN MBA AT Ross.

- Boby:

- CURRENT PoSITION: DESCRIBE YOUR CURRENT ROLE, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND SPECIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS THAT RELATE TO YOUR
CAREER GOALS.

- CAReerR GoALS: CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM CAREER GOALS. FOR INSTANCE, TRANSITIONING
INTO A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN A SPECIFIC INDUSTRY.

- WHY Ross: HIGHLIGHT SPECIFIC RESOURCES AT ROSS THAT WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE THESE GOALS, SUCH AS:

- LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

- INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC CLUBS OR INITIATIVES

- FACULTY WITH EXPERTISE IN YOUR AREA OF INTEREST.



- CONCLUSION:
- REFLECT oN HOw AN MBA FROM ROSS IS NOT JUST A DEGREE, BUT A TRANSFORMATIONAL EXPERIENCE THAT WILL ENHANCE
YOUR SKILLS AND NETWORK.

ExAMPLE 2: LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

PROMPT: SHARE AN EXPERIENCE WHERE YOU DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP AND WHAT YOU LEARNED FROM [T.
OUTLINE:

- INTRODUCTION:
- SET THE STAGE BY BRIEFLY DESCRIBING THE CONTEXT OF THE LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE.

- Bopy:

- DESCRIPTION OF THE SITUATION: PROVIDE DETAILS ABOUT THE PROJECT OR SITUATION WHERE YOU EXHIBITED LEADERSHIP.

- ACTIONS T AKEN: DESCRIBE THE STEPS YOU TOOK TO LEAD YOUR TEAM OR INITIATIVE, EMPHASIZING YOUR DECISION-MAKING
AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS.

- CHALLENGES FACED: DISCUSS ANY CHALLENGES YOU ENCOUNTERED AND HOW YOU OVERCAME THEM. HIGHLIGHT YOUR
PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIES AND RESILIENCE.

- LESSONS LEARNED: REFLECT ON WHAT THIS EXPERIENCE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT LEADERSHIP AND HOW IT WILL INFLUENCE YOUR
FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

- CONCLUSION:
- TIE THE EXPERIENCE BACK TO YOUR GOALS. EXPLAIN HOW THE LESSONS LEARNED WILL INFORM YOUR APPROACH TO
LEADERSHIP IN YOUR FUTURE CAREER AND AT RoOSs.

FINAL THOUGHTS

W/RITING COMPELLING ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS IS A CRITICAL STEP IN YOUR APPLICATION PROCESS. BY SHARING YOUR
AUTHENTIC SELF THROUGH THOUGHTFUL NARRATIVES, YOU CAN CREATE A STRONG IMPRESSION ON THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE.
REMEMBER TO REFLECT DEEPLY ON YOUR EXPERIENCES, CONNECT THEM TO YOUR FUTURE GOALS, AND RELATE THEM BACK TO THE
Ross ScHooL ofF BUSINESS. W/ITH CAREFUL PLANNING AND EXECUTION, YOUR PORTFOLIO ESSAYS CAN EFFECTIVELY
SHOWCASE WHY YOU ARE AN IDEAL CANDIDATE FOR THE PROGRAM.

IN CONCLUSION, TAKE THE TIME TO REVISE YOUR ESSAYS, SEEK FEEDBACK, AND ENSURE YOUR FINAL SUBMISSION IS POLISHED AND
REFLECTIVE OF YOUR TRUE SELF. Goob Luck!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT SHOULD | INCLUDE IN MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY?

Y OUR ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY SHOULD INCLUDE PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS, PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES, LEADERSHIP ROLES,
AND SPECIFIC EXAMPLES THAT HIGHLIGHT YOUR SKILLS AND VALUES. FOCUS ON WHAT MAKES YOU UNIQUE AND HOW YOU CAN
CONTRIBUTE TO THE ROSS COMMUNITY.

How LONG SHOULD MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY BEP

TYPICALLY, THE ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY IS EXPECTED TO BE AROUND 750 WORDS. HOWEVER, ALWAYS CHECK THE LATEST
GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE FOR ANY SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.



\WHAT ARE COMMON THEMES IN SUCCESSFUL ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS?

SUCCESSFUL ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAYS OFTEN EMPHASIZE THEMES LIKE LEADERSHIP, TEAMWORK, PERSONAL GROWTH, AND A
COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY. THEY ALSO SHOWCASE RESILIENCE AND THE ABILITY TO OVERCOME CHALLENGES.

CAN | INCLUDE PROFESSIONAL WORK PROJECTS IN MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY?

YES, INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL WORK PROJECTS IS ENCOURAGED AS THEY HIGHLIGHT YOUR REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE AND
PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS. MAKE SURE TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS AND THE IMPACT OF THESE PROJECTS.

How cAN | MAKE MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY STAND OUT?

ToO MAKE YOUR ESSAY STAND OUT, USE A PERSONAL NARRATIVE THAT ENGAGES THE READER, INCORPORATE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES
THAT ILLUSTRATE YOUR SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES, AND CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR GOALS AND HOW RoSS WILL HELP YOU
ACHIEVE THEM.

SHOULD | USE A FORMAL OR INFORMAL TONE IN MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY?

AIM FOR A PROFESSIONAL YET APPROACHABLE TONE. W/HILE IT’S IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN PROFESSIONALISM, YOUR
PERSONALITY SHOULD SHINE THROUGH TO CREATE A CONNECTION WITH THE READER.

\W/HAT MISTAKES SHOULD | AVOID IN MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY?

Avolb CLICH S, VAGUE STATEMENTS, AND OVERLY COMPLEX LANGUAGE. ADDITIONALLY, STEER CLEAR OF FOCUSING TOO
MUCH ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS WITHOUT DEMONSTRATING PERSONAL GROWTH OR LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES.

How MANY DRAFTS SHOULD | WRITE FOR MY ROSS PORTFOLIO ESSAY?

IT'S ADVISABLE TO WRITE MULTIPLE DRAFTS—AT LEAST 3-5—TO REFINE YOUR IDEAS, IMPROVE CLARITY, AND ENHANCE THE
OVERALL QUALITY. SEEK FEEDBACK FROM PEERS OR MENTORS DURING THIS PROCESS.
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