
rocky horror picture show audience
participation guide
Rocky Horror Picture Show audience participation guide is an essential
resource for anyone preparing to attend a screening of this cult classic.
Since its release in 1975, "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" has become a
staple of midnight movie culture, attracting devoted fans eager to engage
with its iconic characters, catchy music, and outrageous plot. Unlike
traditional film viewings, Rocky Horror screenings invite an interactive
experience where audiences take center stage, often dressing up, shouting
lines, and performing alongside the film. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to help you navigate the experience, ensuring that you
become a part of the vibrant Rocky Horror community.

Understanding the Culture of Audience
Participation

To fully appreciate the audience participation aspect of "The Rocky Horror
Picture Show," it’s crucial to understand the culture that surrounds it. This
phenomenon transformed the way movies are experienced, creating a communal
atmosphere where fans can express their love for the film.

The Origins of Audience Participation

Audience participation during "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" began almost
immediately after its release. The film’s campy humor and outlandish
storylines inspired viewers to respond vocally and physically. Over time,
this interaction evolved into a structured set of behaviors, creating a
unique viewing experience.

- Interactive Elements: The film invites viewers to shout responses, throw
props, and even dance along with the characters.
- Community Building: Attending a screening often means joining a community
of like-minded fans, fostering friendships and shared experiences.

The Importance of Props and Costumes

A significant aspect of audience participation is dressing up as the
characters and using props during the screening. This adds an extra layer of
fun and immersion.

- Costumes: Many fans come dressed as characters like Frank-N-Furter, Brad,



Janet, and Riff-Raff. The more extravagant and creative, the better!
- Props: Common props used during screenings include:
1. Rice: Thrown during the wedding scene.
2. Toilet Paper: Used during the "There's a Light" scene.
3. Flashlights: Waved during "There's a Light."
4. Bell: Ringing during the "Time Warp" to create a festive atmosphere.
5. Confetti: To celebrate the film's climactic moments.

Make sure to check with your local theater regarding their prop policy, as
some venues may have restrictions.

Key Audience Participation Moments

Knowing when and how to participate is crucial for a successful experience.
Here are some of the key moments in the film where audience participation is
especially prevalent.

The Opening Number: "Science Fiction/Double Feature"

As the film begins, the iconic opening number sets the tone. Audience members
often respond to the lyrics with their own lines and jokes.

- Common Responses: Many fans will shout out the names of the actors featured
in the opening credits.

Introducing the Characters

As the characters are introduced, audiences often yell out specific lines in
response to the characters’ actions and revelations.

- Frank-N-Furter: When Frank is first revealed, expect enthusiastic cheers
and applause.
- Brad and Janet: Many fans will shout out "Asshole!" when Brad’s name is
mentioned.

The "Time Warp" Dance

One of the film's most famous songs, "The Time Warp," invites everyone to
join in on the fun. Many screenings will have choreographed moves that
audience members are encouraged to perform.

- Dance Moves: Familiarize yourself with the basic steps, including the "jump
to the right" and "put your hands on your hips."



- Audience Engagement: It’s common for the audience to sing along and perform
the dance moves enthusiastically.

Common Callbacks and Responses

A hallmark of the Rocky Horror experience is the clever and sometimes
irreverent callbacks that fans shout in response to the film. Here are some
of the most popular:

1. “It’s just a jump to the left!” – Audience shouts “And a step to the
right!” in response.
2. “Say it!” – When the character Riff-Raff says something particularly
outrageous, the audience typically yells back the line.
3. “Where’s your neck?” – Often shouted when Riff-Raff appears on screen.

Familiarizing yourself with these and other callbacks will enhance your
experience and help you fit in with the crowd.

Finding Your Local Screening

If you're excited to immerse yourself in the world of "The Rocky Horror
Picture Show," finding a local screening is your next step. Here’s how:

Researching Screenings

- Local Theaters: Many independent and art house theaters regularly host
Rocky Horror showings, especially around Halloween.
- Midnight Showings: These are the most common, so keep an eye out for late-
night listings.
- Special Events: Some theaters host themed nights or anniversary screenings,
often with special guests or live performances.

Joining the Community

- Social Media and Forums: Join local Facebook groups or online forums
dedicated to Rocky Horror fans. These platforms often share screening
information and event updates.
- Meetups: Attend local meetups or gatherings for fans, which can enhance
your experience and provide tips for your first showing.



Preparing for Your First Screening

If you’re a first-time participant, preparation is key to fully enjoying the
experience. Here are some tips to ensure you’re ready for the fun:

What to Bring

- Props: As mentioned, gather your props in advance. Make sure they comply
with venue rules.
- Costume: Decide whether you want to dress up and plan your outfit
accordingly. It can be as elaborate or simple as you like.

What to Expect

- Audience Energy: Be prepared for a lively atmosphere. The energy can be
infectious, so embrace it!
- Singing and Shouting: Don’t be shy—join in on the fun! This is a collective
experience, and your participation is encouraged.

Conclusion

Attending a screening of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" is unlike any other
movie experience. The combination of costumes, props, and audience
interaction creates an electric atmosphere that celebrates the film’s themes
and characters. By following this Rocky Horror Picture Show audience
participation guide, you’ll be well-prepared to join in the fun, make new
friends, and become part of a beloved cultural phenomenon. So grab your
props, don your best costume, and get ready for a night filled with laughter,
music, and unforgettable moments!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Rocky Horror Picture Show' audience
participation?
Audience participation in 'Rocky Horror Picture Show' involves fans engaging
with the film by shouting lines, throwing props, and performing actions in
sync with the movie.



What props are commonly used during a 'Rocky Horror
Picture Show' screening?
Common props include rice (thrown during the wedding scene), toast (thrown
during the toast scene), water pistols (used during the rain scene), and
newspapers (to cover oneself during the rain).

Are there specific callbacks that audiences should
learn?
Yes, audiences typically learn specific callbacks such as shouting 'Asshole!'
when Frank N. Furter appears and 'It's just a jump to the left!' at the start
of the Time Warp.

How important is dressing up for a 'Rocky Horror
Picture Show' screening?
Dressing up is a significant part of the experience, with many attendees
wearing costumes inspired by the characters, particularly Frank N. Furter,
Magenta, and Riff Raff.

Can I participate in a screening if I don't know the
movie well?
Yes, you can still participate! Many screenings welcome newcomers, and
seasoned fans often help guide them through the participatory elements.

Is there a specific etiquette for audience
participation?
Yes, while participation is encouraged, it's important to respect the
experience of others. Avoid talking over lines and ensure that your actions
align with the spirit of fun and inclusivity.

Where can I find a local screening of 'Rocky Horror
Picture Show'?
You can find local screenings through cinema listings, social media groups
dedicated to the film, or websites that specialize in cult classic events.

What makes 'Rocky Horror Picture Show' unique
compared to other films?
Its uniqueness lies in its blend of camp, music, and audience interaction,
creating a communal experience that celebrates individuality and self-
expression.



How can I prepare for my first 'Rocky Horror Picture
Show' screening?
To prepare, watch the film beforehand, learn some of the popular callbacks,
gather props, and consider dressing up to fully immerse yourself in the
experience.
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