robert jordan the wheel of time

Robert Jordan and The Wheel of Time series is one of the most significant works of
fantasy literature, captivating readers with its intricate world-building, rich character
development, and a complex narrative that explores themes of time, destiny, and the
struggle between good and evil. Born James Oliver Rigney Jr. in 1948, Robert Jordan made
a lasting impact on the literary landscape with his magnum opus, a series that has
expanded to fourteen books, along with a prequel, and has inspired a significant fan base
and adaptations in various other media.

Early Life and Career of Robert Jordan
Background

Robert Jordan grew up in Charleston, South Carolina. His love for storytelling emerged
early, influenced by the works of authors such as J.R.R. Tolkien and Edgar Rice Burroughs.
He attended the Citadel, the Military College of South Carolina, where he graduated with
a degree in physics. Following this, Jordan served two tours in Vietnam as a helicopter
gunner, an experience that would later inform his writing.

Writing Journey

Jordan began his writing career in the 1970s, initially producing short stories and articles.
However, it wasn't until he turned his attention to the realm of epic fantasy that he found
his true calling. The first book in The Wheel of Time series, The Eye of the World, was
published in 1990 and marked the beginning of a monumental journey that would span
over two decades.

The Wheel of Time Series
Overview

The Wheel of Time series consists of fourteen main books and a prequel, totaling over 4
million words. The narrative is set in a richly constructed world that draws on various
cultural and historical influences, featuring a unique magic system, a diverse array of
characters, and a plot that intricately weaves together multiple storylines.

Major Themes

1. The Cycle of Time: Central to the series is the concept of time as a wheel, with events
and lives repeating in an endless cycle. This cyclical nature of history influences the
characters' journeys and choices.

2. Good vs. Evil: The struggle between the forces of Light and Shadow, embodied by
characters like the Dragon Reborn, Rand al'Thor, and the Dark One, serves as a backdrop
for the epic conflict throughout the series.

3. Fate and Free Will: Characters frequently grapple with their destinies and the extent to
which they can alter their fates, a reflection of the larger philosophical questions Jordan



raises about choice and consequence.
Main Characters

The Wheel of Time features a vast ensemble cast, with each character contributing to the
intricate tapestry of the narrative. Here are some of the most prominent figures:

- Rand al'Thor: The Dragon Reborn, destined to face the Dark One and save the world.

- Egwene al'Vere: A strong-willed woman who rises to become the Amyrlin Seat, leading
the Aes Sedai.

- Mat Cauthon: A charismatic rogue with a knack for gambling and strategy, he plays a
critical role in the fight against evil.

- Perrin Aybara: A blacksmith with the ability to communicate with wolves, representing
the struggle between humanity and primal instincts.

- Nynaeve al'Meara: A powerful Aes Sedai whose journey involves mastering her own
emotions and powers.

- Moiraine Damodred: An Aes Sedai who guides Rand and his friends on their journey,
representing the complexities of power and sacrifice.

Structure of the Series

The series is divided into three main parts, often referred to by fans as "The Three Great
Novels":

1. The Early Books: These establish the world, introduce key characters, and set the stage
for the larger conflicts. Titles include The Eye of the World, The Great Hunt, and The
Dragon Reborn.

2. The Middle Books: As the series progresses, the narrative complexity increases, with
multiple plot lines and character arcs converging. Key titles include The Fires of Heaven,
Lord of Chaos, and A Crown of Swords.

3. The Final Books: The concluding volumes bring resolution to long-standing conflicts and
character arcs, culminating in A Memory of Light, which was completed by Brandon
Sanderson after Jordan's passing.

Robert Jordan's Legacy
Influence on Fantasy Literature

Robert Jordan's work has left an indelible mark on the genre of fantasy literature. His
detailed world-building and character-driven storytelling have inspired numerous authors.
The intricate magic system, particularly the concept of the One Power, has resonated with
many readers and writers alike.

Completion of the Series

Tragically, Robert Jordan passed away in 2007 before he could complete The Wheel of
Time series. However, he left behind extensive notes and outlines for the concluding
volumes. Brandon Sanderson, a respected fantasy author, was chosen to finish the series,
resulting in the publication of the final three books. Sanderson's contributions have been



met with mixed reactions from the fanbase, but he has been praised for capturing Jordan's
voice and essence.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Wheel of Time series has transcended the realm of literature, inspiring adaptations in
other media. In 2021, Amazon Prime released a television adaptation, which brought
renewed interest to the series and introduced its complex narrative and characters to a
new generation. The show's production values, casting, and storytelling have sparked
discussions among fans and critics alike.

Conclusion

Robert Jordan's The Wheel of Time remains a cornerstone of fantasy literature, celebrated
for its depth, complexity, and character-driven storytelling. Through his masterful weaving
of themes such as fate, free will, and the cyclical nature of time, Jordan created a world
that continues to resonate with readers. His legacy lives on not only through the books but
also in the lives of those who have been inspired by his work. As fans eagerly await further
adaptations and explorations of this rich universe, Robert Jordan's impact on the genre
will undoubtedly endure for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Jordan and what is 'The Wheel of Time'
series about?

Robert Jordan was an American author best known for his epic fantasy series 'The Wheel
of Time', which follows the journey of a group of characters in a richly detailed world as
they battle the Dark One and fulfill prophecies.

How many books are in 'The Wheel of Time' series?

‘The Wheel of Time' series consists of 14 main books, starting with 'The Eye of the World'
and ending with 'A Memory of Light', as well as a prequel novel titled 'New Spring'.

What themes are prevalent in 'The Wheel of Time'?

Themes in 'The Wheel of Time' include the struggle between good and evil, the cyclical
nature of time, gender dynamics, and the importance of choices and consequences.

What is the significance of the Wheel in the series?

In 'The Wheel of Time', the Wheel represents the cyclical nature of time, turning threads
of lives and events into a tapestry. It symbolizes the idea that history repeats itself, with
characters often facing similar challenges in different ages.



Who are the main characters in 'The Wheel of Time'?

Key characters include Rand al'Thor, the Dragon Reborn; Egwene al'Vere, a powerful Aes
Sedai; Mat Cauthon, a luck-bringer; and Perrin Aybara, a wolf-brother, among many
others who each have their own significant roles in the story.

What impact did 'The Wheel of Time' have on the
fantasy genre?

‘The Wheel of Time' significantly influenced the fantasy genre by introducing complex
world-building, a large ensemble of characters, and intricate plots, paving the way for
many subsequent epic fantasy series.

How has 'The Wheel of Time' been adapted into other
media?

"The Wheel of Time' has been adapted into a television series by Amazon Prime Video,
which premiered in November 2021, bringing new interest to the books and introducing
the story to a broader audience.

What is the legacy of Robert Jordan after his passing?

Robert Jordan's legacy continues through "'The Wheel of Time' series, which remains
popular, and the completion of the series by author Brandon Sanderson after Jordan's
death, ensuring that his vision and stories live on.
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