roald dahl revolting rhymes snow white

roald dahl revolting rhymes snow white is a unique and imaginative retelling of the classic fairy tale
Snow White, featured in Roald Dahl’s celebrated collection, *Revolting Rhymes*. This collection offers
twisted, humorous, and often dark versions of traditional nursery stories, and the Snow White poem
stands out for its clever reinterpretation and unexpected ending. In this article, we explore the origins
and themes of Roald Dahl’s *Revolting Rhymes*, dive deeply into the Snow White adaptation, analyze
its narrative style, and examine how Dahl’s version contrasts with the traditional tale. Additionally, we
highlight the significance of Dahl’s wit and wordplay, which make this retelling a timeless piece of
children’s literature. Understanding these elements allows readers and educators alike to appreciate

the creativity and subversive humor embedded in *Revolting Rhymes*.
¢ Overview of Roald Dahl’'s Revolting Rhymes
e The Snow White Poem in Revolting Rhymes
e Comparison with the Traditional Show White Story

e Thematic Elements and Literary Style

¢ Impact and Legacy of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes Snow White

Overview of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes

Roald Dahl’s *Revolting Rhymes* is a collection of six short poems published in 1982 that reimagine
well-known fairy tales with a darkly comedic twist. Each poem takes a familiar story and subverts it,

often with unexpected endings and a blend of macabre humor. The book has become a staple in



children’s literature for its inventive storytelling and clever use of rhyme and meter. Dahl’s sharp wit
and irreverent tone challenge traditional moral lessons in fairy tales, making the stories more engaging
for modern audiences. The collection includes tales such as Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, and,

notably, Snow White, which demonstrates Dahl’s particular skill in parody and satire.

Background and Publication

Published in the early 1980s, *Revolting Rhymes* was illustrated by Quentin Blake, whose distinctive
art complements Dahl’s whimsical and sometimes grotesque narrative style. The poems were
designed to entertain both children and adults, blending accessible language with sophisticated humor.
The success of *Revolting Rhymes* led to its adaptation into animated films and stage performances,

further cementing its place in popular culture.

Structure and Style

The poems in *Revolting Rhymes* are written in regular rhyming couplets, maintaining a rhythmic flow
that mimics traditional nursery rhymes. However, Dahl infuses them with unexpected plot twists and
adult humor, creating a unique hybrid of children’s verse and satirical commentary. This approach
helps to keep readers attentive and amused, while also inviting reflection on the conventions of fairy

tales.

The Snow White Poem in Revolting Rhymes

The Snow White poem in *Revolting Rhymes* is a concise yet powerful reinterpretation of the classic
story. Dahl condenses the narrative into a fast-paced, six-stanza poem that retains key elements such
as the wicked stepmother and the seven dwarfs but introduces a surprising ending that subverts

expectations. This version eschews the traditional themes of innocence and rescue in favor of a more

pragmatic and humorous resolution.



Plot Summary

In Dahl’s version, Snow White is pursued by her jealous stepmother, who repeatedly attempts to Kkill
her with various poisoned objects. However, the dwarfs intervene, and instead of waiting for a prince,
Snow White takes control of her fate. The poem culminates in Snow White exacting a darkly comic

revenge on her stepmother, demonstrating Dahl’s signature blend of humor and moral ambiguity.

Character Portrayal

Dahl’s Snow White is portrayed as resourceful and feisty, a departure from the passive heroine of
traditional versions. The dwarfs maintain their loyal and protective roles but are depicted with a more
playful and less idealized tone. The stepmother, as expected, embodies vanity and cruelty but is dealt

with swiftly and decisively, which adds to the poem’s satirical edge.

Comparison with the Traditional Snow White Story

Comparing Roald Dahl’s *Revolting Rhymes* Snow White to the classic Brothers Grimm version
reveals significant differences in tone, narrative structure, and moral lessons. While the original fairy
tale emphasizes innocence, kindness, and eventual reward through external salvation, Dahl’s retelling

introduces a more subversive and self-reliant protagonist.

Differences in Plot and Ending

The traditional Snow White story is characterized by the heroine’s passive suffering and eventual
rescue by the prince’s kiss, which breaks the stepmother’s spell. In contrast, Dahl’s poem eliminates
the prince’s role entirely, focusing on Snow White’s own agency and a darkly humorous form of
justice. This shift challenges the conventional fairy tale trope of male rescue and promotes themes of

empowerment and self-determination.



Tonal and Stylistic Variations

The Brothers Grimm tale is often solemn and moralistic, whereas Dahl’s *Revolting Rhymes* Snow
White is irreverent, comedic, and satirical. Dahl employs irony and exaggeration to critique traditional
storytelling, making his version more accessible and appealing to contemporary readers who

appreciate humor and unconventional narratives.

Thematic Elements and Literary Style

Roald Dahl’s *Revolting Rhymes* Snow White incorporates themes of empowerment, justice, and the
subversion of traditional gender roles. Through clever rhyme and playful language, Dahl presents a
narrative that both entertains and provokes thought about the nature of fairy tales and the messages

they convey.

Empowerment and Agency

Unlike the passive princess archetype, Dahl’s Snow White actively confronts her adversary,
highlighting themes of self-reliance and courage. This approach aligns with modern perspectives on
gender roles and challenges the reader to reconsider the portrayal of female characters in classic

literature.

Use of Humor and Irony

The poem’s humor arises from unexpected twists and the juxtaposition of innocent fairy tale elements
with macabre or exaggerated outcomes. Dahl’s ironic tone serves to critique the simplistic moral
binaries often found in traditional stories, inviting readers to question and enjoy the complexity beneath

the surface.



Literary Devices

¢ Rhyming couplets that enhance rhythm and memorability
e Alliteration and wordplay that add humor and emphasis
* Hyperbole to exaggerate characters’ traits and actions

o Satire to subvert traditional fairy tale conventions

Impact and Legacy of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes Snow

White

The Snow White poem from *Revolting Rhymes* has had a lasting impact on children’s literature and
popular culture by demonstrating how classic tales can be reimagined with fresh perspectives. Dahl’s
work encourages creativity and critical thinking, inspiring subsequent authors and educators to explore

alternative storytelling techniques.

Educational and Cultural Influence

Educators often use *Revolting Rhymes* to engage students in literary analysis, rhyme schemes, and
narrative structure while discussing themes of empowerment and justice. The poem’s unique approach
helps develop critical reading skills and encourages discussion about the evolution of storytelling

traditions.



Adaptations and Media

The popularity of *Revolting Rhymes* has led to adaptations in animation and theater, bringing Dahl’s
Snow White to new audiences. These adaptations emphasize the humor and unexpected twists that

characterize the poem, reinforcing its appeal across multiple media platforms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Snow White' in Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhymes?

In Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhymes, '‘Snow White' is a twisted and humorous retelling of the classic fairy

tale, featuring Dahl's signature dark humor and unexpected twists.

How does Roald Dahl's version of Snow White differ from the
traditional story?

Roald Dahl's version of Snow White is much edgier and more irreverent, often including surprising and
humorous changes such as the dwarfs being more aggressive and Snow White taking a more active

role in her fate.

Is 'Snow White' in Revolting Rhymes suitable for children?

While 'Snow White' in Revolting Rhymes is written for children, it contains dark humor and macabre

elements that might be better appreciated by older children and adults.

What themes are explored in Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' poem?

The poem explores themes of justice, cleverness, and subverting traditional fairy tale endings, often

with a humorous and satirical tone.



Where can | find the 'Snow White' poem by Roald Dahl?

The 'Snow White' poem is part of Roald Dahl's book 'Revolting Rhymes,' which can be found in

bookstores, libraries, or online retailers.

Does Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' include the seven dwarfs?

Yes, Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' includes the seven dwarfs, but they are portrayed in a more humorous

and sometimes exaggerated manner compared to the traditional story.

Who illustrated the 'Snow White' poem in Revolting Rhymes?

Quentin Blake, a long-time collaborator with Roald Dahl, illustrated the poems in Revolting Rhymes,

including 'Snow White.'

What is the tone of Roald Dahl's 'Snow White' in Revolting Rhymes?

The tone is witty, irreverent, and darkly humorous, often turning familiar fairy tale elements on their

head to surprise the reader.

Are there any moral lessons in Roald Dahl's 'Snow White'?

Yes, the poem often conveys lessons about cleverness, standing up for oneself, and questioning

traditional narratives, although these lessons are delivered with a humorous and satirical twist.

Additional Resources

1. Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl

This book features Roald Dahl’s unique and humorous retellings of classic fairy tales through witty and
often darkly comic poetry. Dahl’s clever twists on familiar stories like Cinderella, Jack and the
Beanstalk, and Snow White add a fresh, irreverent perspective. The rhythmic and rhyming style makes

it a delightful read for children and adults alike.



2. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs by Brothers Grimm
This traditional fairy tale follows the story of Snow White, a princess who escapes her evil
stepmother’s jealousy and finds refuge with seven dwarfs. The tale explores themes of kindness, envy,

and justice. It remains one of the most beloved and enduring fairy tales in Western literature.

3. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka

In this humorous retelling, the story is told from the perspective of the Big Bad Wolf, who claims he
was misunderstood. This book turns the classic tale on its head with clever rhymes and satire, similar
in spirit to Roald Dahl’s approach in Revolting Rhymes. It’s an entertaining and thought-provoking read

for children.

4. Wicked Rhymes by Roald Dahl

A follow-up to Revolting Rhymes, this collection also retells fairy tales with sharp wit and dark humor.

Dahl’s irreverent style shines as he reimagines stories like Little Red Riding Hood and Cinderella with
unexpected endings. The playful language and bold storytelling captivate readers who enjoy a twist on

traditional tales.

5. Grimms’ Fairy Tales by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm

This collection includes many of the original dark and sometimes gruesome fairy tales that inspired
later adaptations like Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes. The stories often have moral lessons and reflect the
folklore of German culture. Readers interested in the roots of fairy tales will find this compilation

essential.

6. The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales by Jon Scieszka
This book offers a collection of fractured fairy tales told with humor and parody. Like Revolting
Rhymes, it plays with familiar stories in a way that surprises and delights readers. The quirky

illustrations and silly narratives make it a fun and engaging read for children.

7. Faerie Tales by Roald Dahl by Roald Dahl
A lesser-known collection that delves into Dahl’s darker and more mature take on fairy tales. These

stories retain his signature twist and macabre humor, appealing to readers who enjoy his unique



storytelling style beyond Revolting Rhymes. The tales explore the strange and fantastical with a bold

voice.

8. Snow White: A Graphic Novel by Matt Phelan
This graphic novel adaptation of Snow White presents the classic story with modern illustrations and a
fresh narrative style. It captures the essence of the original fairy tale while engaging readers visually

and textually. It’s an excellent choice for readers who appreciate a visual storytelling format.

9. Fairy Tales from the Brothers Grimm: A New English Version by Philip Pullman
Pulman’s retelling offers a contemporary and accessible version of the Grimms’ fairy tales, including
Snow White. His narrative brings clarity and depth to the classic stories, making them appealing to

modern audiences. The book balances respect for the original tales with a fresh voice and style.
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