
richard morgan the steel remains
richard morgan the steel remains is a notable work within the science fiction and fantasy genre,
penned by acclaimed author Richard K. Morgan. The novel stands out as a dark, gritty exploration of a
dystopian world where magic, technology, and brutal politics collide. As part of Morgan’s "A Land Fit
For Heroes" series, The Steel Remains combines elements of cyberpunk and epic fantasy, illustrating
the author’s versatility and innovative storytelling. This article delves into the novel’s plot, themes,
characters, and critical reception, providing a comprehensive overview for readers interested in this
influential book. Additionally, it discusses Richard Morgan’s writing style and the legacy of The Steel
Remains within contemporary speculative fiction.
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Overview of The Steel Remains
The Steel Remains, published in 2008, marks Richard Morgan’s foray into fantasy after his earlier
success with hard science fiction novels like the "Takeshi Kovacs" series. Set in a post-apocalyptic
world called the "Old Empire," the novel blends traditional fantasy with dark, mature themes. The
narrative explores a world recovering from cataclysmic wars and is infused with elements of violence,
political intrigue, and social upheaval. This novel is distinguished by its unflinching portrayal of
complex characters and morally ambiguous situations, setting it apart from conventional fantasy
literature.

Series Context
The Steel Remains is the first installment in "A Land Fit For Heroes" trilogy. The series traces the lives
of three protagonists, each grappling with their pasts and the shifting political landscape of the Old
Empire. The subsequent books continue to expand on the world-building and character arcs
introduced in The Steel Remains.



Genre and Style
Richard Morgan’s work straddles the boundary between fantasy and science fiction, often categorized
as grimdark fantasy due to its bleak tone and graphic content. The Steel Remains incorporates
cyberpunk sensibilities through its portrayal of technology and societal decay, making it a unique
hybrid in speculative fiction.

Plot Summary
The Steel Remains follows three main characters: Ringil Eskiath, Egar Dragonbane, and Archeth
Indaman. Each character’s story unfolds in parallel before converging as the narrative progresses.
The novel is set in a world where the remnants of an ancient empire struggle to maintain order amid
rising threats and internal corruption.

Ringil Eskiath’s Journey
Ringil is a skilled warrior and nobleman, haunted by his past and his identity as a gay man in a hostile
society. His story revolves around confronting external threats and personal demons alike. Ringil’s
narrative arc emphasizes themes of resilience, identity, and vengeance.

Egar Dragonbane and Archeth Indaman
Egar is a legendary soldier known for his brutal efficiency, while Archeth is a member of a mystical
warrior clan. Their stories introduce elements of magic, honor, and cultural conflict that enrich the
novel’s world-building. Both characters bring diverse perspectives on loyalty and power struggles.

Central Conflict
The overarching conflict involves the resurgence of an ancient evil and the political machinations
within the Old Empire. The intertwining destinies of the protagonists culminate in a climactic struggle
that tests their alliances and convictions.

Main Characters
The Steel Remains features a cast of deeply developed characters, each contributing to the novel’s
complex narrative fabric. Their motivations, flaws, and interpersonal dynamics are central to the
story’s impact.

Ringil Eskiath
Ringil is the novel’s primary protagonist, characterized by his combat prowess and sharp wit. His
identity as a marginalized figure in a conservative society adds layers of depth to his characterization.
Ringil’s internal conflict and external challenges drive much of the narrative tension.



Egar Dragonbane
Egar is portrayed as a hardened war hero with a pragmatic approach to life. His experiences in battle
and leadership provide insight into the militaristic aspects of the Old Empire. Egar’s loyalty and sense
of duty contrast with Ringil’s more rebellious nature.

Archeth Indaman
Archeth is a female warrior from a clan with mystical traditions. Her perspective introduces themes of
cultural heritage and the role of women in a patriarchal society. Archeth’s storyline broadens the
novel’s exploration of identity and honor.

Supporting Characters
The novel includes a variety of secondary characters who enrich the plot and world-building. These
characters often embody the social and political complexities of the Old Empire.

Political leaders and nobles

Magical beings and creatures

Common folk and mercenaries

Themes and Motifs
Richard Morgan weaves several prominent themes throughout The Steel Remains, using them to
challenge traditional fantasy tropes and engage readers in deeper reflections on society and
humanity.

Identity and Otherness
The novel addresses issues of sexual identity, cultural difference, and societal marginalization. Ringil’s
struggle as a gay man in a hostile world foregrounds the theme of otherness and acceptance.

Violence and Morality
The Steel Remains does not shy away from graphic depictions of violence, using it to explore the
moral ambiguities faced by individuals in war-torn societies. The novel questions traditional notions of
heroism and justice.



Power and Corruption
The political intrigue within the Old Empire highlights the corrupting influence of power. Characters
navigate a landscape where alliances shift and betrayal is common, underscoring the fragility of
order.

Magic and Technology
The coexistence of mystical elements and remnants of advanced technology creates a unique setting.
This fusion serves as a metaphor for the tension between tradition and progress.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques
Richard Morgan’s prose in The Steel Remains is marked by its directness, vivid descriptions, and
complex character development. The narrative structure employs multiple viewpoints, allowing for a
multifaceted exploration of the story’s events.

Point of View
The novel alternates between the perspectives of the three protagonists. This approach provides
insight into their internal motivations and the broader socio-political context of the Old Empire.

Language and Tone
Morgan’s language is often gritty and unvarnished, reflecting the harsh realities of the novel’s setting.
The tone is consistently dark and somber, reinforcing the grimdark classification of the work.

World-Building Techniques
Through detailed descriptions and cultural references, Morgan constructs a believable and immersive
world. The integration of history, mythology, and social structures enhances the depth of the
narrative environment.

Critical Reception and Impact
Since its publication, The Steel Remains has garnered attention for its unique blend of genres and
mature themes. Critics have praised Morgan’s ability to subvert fantasy conventions while delivering
a compelling story.



Positive Reviews
Many reviewers commend the novel’s complex characters, inventive world-building, and the bold
treatment of sexuality and violence. The Steel Remains is often highlighted as a standout example of
modern grimdark fantasy.

Criticism
Some criticism has focused on the novel’s graphic content and pacing, which may be challenging for
certain readers. However, these elements are generally viewed as integral to the story’s impact.

Influence on Genre
The Steel Remains has influenced subsequent fantasy works by encouraging more nuanced portrayals
of characters and settings. Its fusion of sci-fi and fantasy elements has inspired other authors to
experiment with genre boundaries.

Richard Morgan’s Contribution to Speculative Fiction
Richard Morgan is recognized as a significant figure in speculative fiction, known for pushing the limits
of genre through his innovative storytelling. The Steel Remains exemplifies his skill in crafting
narratives that are both thought-provoking and entertaining.

From Cyberpunk to Fantasy
Transitioning from cyberpunk roots, Morgan successfully adapted his narrative techniques to fantasy,
preserving the complexity and darkness characteristic of his earlier works.

Expanding Genre Horizons
His work challenges traditional genre definitions, blending elements to create fresh and engaging
stories. This approach has broadened the appeal of speculative fiction to diverse audiences.

Legacy and Future Works
The impact of The Steel Remains and subsequent novels in the series continues to resonate within the
literary community. Morgan’s ongoing contributions maintain his status as a pioneering author in the
field.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Steel Remains'?
The author of 'The Steel Remains' is Richard K. Morgan.

What genre does 'The Steel Remains' belong to?
'The Steel Remains' is a dark fantasy novel with elements of grimdark and speculative fiction.

When was 'The Steel Remains' first published?
'The Steel Remains' was first published in 2008.

What is the main plot of 'The Steel Remains'?
The story follows Ringil Eskiath, a war hero dealing with a world that no longer values his kind of
heroism, as he confronts political intrigue, ancient evils, and personal demons.

Is 'The Steel Remains' part of a series?
Yes, 'The Steel Remains' is the first book in the 'A Land Fit For Heroes' trilogy.

What themes are explored in 'The Steel Remains'?
The novel explores themes such as identity, sexuality, war, societal decay, and the nature of heroism.

How is Richard Morgan's writing style in 'The Steel Remains'
different from his other works?
Unlike his sci-fi novels, 'The Steel Remains' features a gritty, dark fantasy style with complex
characters and morally ambiguous situations.

Are there any notable characters in 'The Steel Remains'?
Notable characters include Ringil Eskiath, a bisexual war hero; Archeth, a powerful sorceress; and
Egar Dragonbane, a warrior.

Has 'The Steel Remains' received any critical acclaim or
awards?
While it has not won major awards, 'The Steel Remains' has been praised for its fresh take on fantasy
and its complex, flawed characters.



Additional Resources
1. Broken Angels by Richard K. Morgan
This is the second book in the Takeshi Kovacs series, following "The Steel Remains." The story shifts
to a war-torn planet where Kovacs is hired as a mercenary. It explores themes of identity, loyalty, and
the brutal realities of conflict, all wrapped in Morgan's signature gritty cyberpunk style.

2. Woken Furies by Richard K. Morgan
The third installment in the Takeshi Kovacs trilogy, "Woken Furies" delves deeper into the
protagonist's complex past. Kovacs returns to his home planet to confront old enemies and
unresolved issues. The novel combines fast-paced action with philosophical questions about
consciousness and revenge.

3. Altered Carbon by Richard K. Morgan
The first book in the Takeshi Kovacs series introduces a future where human consciousness can be
transferred between bodies. Kovacs, an ex-elite soldier turned private investigator, is hired to solve a
wealthy man's apparent suicide. This cyberpunk noir thriller explores themes of mortality, identity,
and corruption.

4. The Cold Commands by Richard K. Morgan
Set in the same universe as "The Steel Remains," this novel follows a new protagonist, Ringil Eskiath,
a warrior struggling against dark forces threatening his world. It combines fantasy elements with
Morgan's characteristic gritty and violent storytelling. Fans of "The Steel Remains" will appreciate the
continuation of this dark fantasy saga.

5. The Black Prism by Brent Weeks
This high fantasy novel shares thematic similarities with "The Steel Remains," featuring a complex
world with morally ambiguous characters. It follows a powerful magic wielder who must navigate
political intrigue and looming war. The book is known for its fast-paced plot and intricate magic
system.

6. Prince of Thorns by Mark Lawrence
A dark fantasy novel centered on a ruthless young prince who seeks power and revenge. Like "The
Steel Remains," it features a gritty, brutal world and an anti-hero protagonist. The story explores
themes of violence, ambition, and the cost of power.

7. Red Sister by Mark Lawrence
This book introduces a convent of assassin nuns in a brutal fantasy world. It combines intense action
with deep character development, similar to Richard Morgan's approach in his fantasy works. The
narrative explores themes of survival, loyalty, and the struggle between light and darkness.

8. The Lies of Locke Lamora by Scott Lynch
A fantasy novel about a group of skilled con artists operating in a richly detailed city. The book blends
dark humor, intricate plotting, and gritty world-building, resonating with fans of "The Steel Remains."
It explores themes of friendship, betrayal, and survival in a corrupt society.

9. Perdido Street Station by China Miéville
This novel features a dark, imaginative world filled with strange creatures and political intrigue. Its
blend of fantasy and steampunk elements, along with a gritty atmosphere, aligns well with the tone of
"The Steel Remains." The story delves into themes of power, science, and the consequences of
ambition.
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