
richard iii princes in the tower
richard iii princes in the tower refers to one of the most enduring mysteries and controversies in
English history. The phrase centers on the disappearance of Edward V and his younger brother
Richard, Duke of York, who were lodged in the Tower of London in the late 15th century. These
princes, known collectively as the "Princes in the Tower," vanished under suspicious circumstances
during the reign of their uncle, Richard III. This article explores the historical context surrounding
Richard III and the princes, the various theories about their fate, and the ongoing debate among
historians. It also examines the implications of their disappearance on the legitimacy of Richard III’s
reign and its portrayal in literature and popular culture. The detailed analysis aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of this pivotal episode in the Wars of the Roses and the mystery that
continues to captivate scholars and enthusiasts alike.
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Historical Background of Richard III and the Princes
The story of richard iii princes in the tower begins with the political turmoil of 15th century England,
during the Wars of the Roses. Richard III, brother to King Edward IV, became Lord Protector for his
nephew Edward V after Edward IV’s death in April 1483. Edward V and his younger brother Richard,
Duke of York, were placed in the Tower of London, traditionally a royal residence and secure fortress.
The Tower was meant to be a safe place for the young princes before Edward V’s coronation.
However, Richard III’s claim to the throne soon overshadowed the princes’ prospects, leading to
widespread speculation and suspicion regarding their fate.

Richard III’s Rise to Power
Richard III ascended to the throne amid significant controversy. After Edward IV’s death, Richard was
appointed Protector, but he quickly moved to consolidate power. He declared his nephews illegitimate
based on claims that Edward IV’s marriage to their mother, Elizabeth Woodville, was invalid. This
declaration paved the way for Richard III to be crowned king in June 1483. The legitimacy of Richard’s
claim and his actions concerning the princes remain highly debated among historians.



The Princes in the Tower
Edward V, the elder prince, was just 12 years old when he was placed in the Tower with his 9-year-old
brother, Richard, Duke of York. Their presence in the Tower was initially temporary, awaiting Edward
V’s coronation. However, the coronation never took place, and the princes disappeared from public
view. The lack of reliable contemporary records about their whereabouts after the summer of 1483
has fueled the mystery surrounding their fate.

The Disappearance of the Princes in the Tower
The disappearance of the princes is one of the most perplexing episodes in English history. After
being lodged in the Tower, the young princes were last seen publicly in the summer of 1483.
Subsequent reports and rumors suggested that they were murdered, but definitive evidence has
never been found. The mystery of what happened to Edward V and Richard, Duke of York has led to
numerous investigations, speculations, and historical debates.

Last Known Sightings
The princes were last seen in the Tower in late summer 1483. Contemporary chroniclers reported that
they were under the care of the Tower's constable and that they occasionally appeared in public
within the Tower grounds. However, after this period, reliable records cease, and the princes vanish
from the historical record.

Discovery of the Remains
In 1674, during renovations at the Tower of London, workers discovered a small wooden box
containing two skeletons buried under a staircase. These remains were widely believed to be those of
the princes. The bones were interred in Westminster Abbey but were never conclusively tested until
modern forensic techniques became available. Attempts to verify the identity of the skeletons remain
inconclusive, leaving the mystery unresolved.

Theories Surrounding the Princes’ Fate
The fate of the richard iii princes in the tower has been the subject of numerous theories ranging from
murder to secret survival. The lack of definitive historical evidence has allowed multiple narratives to
persist, each with varying degrees of plausibility and support from historians and scholars.

Richard III as the Murderer
The most traditional and widely accepted theory is that Richard III ordered the murder of his nephews
to secure his hold on the throne. This theory suggests that the princes were seen as threats to
Richard’s legitimacy and were therefore eliminated. The motives attributed to Richard include
preventing any potential rebellion or claims to the crown by the princes.



Alternative Suspects
Other theories implicate different figures in the disappearance or murder of the princes:

Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham: Some suggest Buckingham had his own ambitions
and may have been responsible for the deaths.

Henry Tudor (later Henry VII): Accused by some of orchestrating the murders to eliminate
Yorkist claimants.

Other Court Factions: Rival nobles with stakes in the power struggle may have acted
independently.

Survival Theories
A less accepted but intriguing theory posits that one or both princes survived and lived in obscurity.
This hypothesis is supported by some accounts of imposters claiming to be one of the princes and by
speculation about secret escapes. However, there is little concrete evidence to support this view.

Impact on Richard III’s Reign and Legacy
The disappearance of the princes profoundly affected Richard III’s reign and historical reputation. The
mystery and suspicion surrounding the princes’ fate contributed to the negative portrayal of Richard
in subsequent histories and literature, influencing his legacy for centuries.

Political Consequences
The disappearance undermined Richard III’s legitimacy and strengthened the claims of his rivals,
particularly Henry Tudor. The unresolved nature of the princes’ fate allowed enemies of Richard to
depict him as a usurper and murderer, which helped Henry Tudor rally support and ultimately defeat
Richard at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485.

Historical Reputation
Richard III’s association with the princes’ disappearance has led to his enduring portrayal as a villain
in many historical accounts. Tudor historians, notably Sir Thomas More and later William
Shakespeare, cemented this image in popular culture. Modern scholarship has sought to reassess
Richard’s character and the evidence, but the princes’ mystery remains a central issue in evaluating
his reign.



Representation in Literature and Popular Culture
The story of the richard iii princes in the tower has inspired numerous works of literature, drama, and
popular culture. It remains one of the most compelling and tragic stories of medieval England,
capturing the imagination of audiences worldwide.

Shakespeare’s Richard III
William Shakespeare’s play Richard III is perhaps the most famous portrayal of the events surrounding
the princes. Shakespeare dramatizes Richard as a ruthless and manipulative figure who orders the
murder of his nephews to seize the throne. This depiction has significantly shaped public perception
of Richard III and the princes’ story.

Modern Interpretations
Contemporary authors, historians, and filmmakers have revisited the princes’ tale, offering varying
perspectives. Some works aim to humanize Richard III or explore the political complexity of the era,
while others continue to emphasize the mystery and tragedy of the young princes. The story remains
a popular subject for documentaries, novels, and historical investigations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Princes in the Tower?
The Princes in the Tower were Edward V of England and his younger brother Richard of Shrewsbury,
Duke of York, who were placed in the Tower of London and subsequently disappeared in 1483.

What was Richard III's relationship to the Princes in the
Tower?
Richard III was the uncle of the Princes in the Tower. After their father, King Edward IV, died, Richard
was named Lord Protector but later declared the princes illegitimate and took the throne himself.

Why were the Princes placed in the Tower of London?
The Princes were placed in the Tower of London supposedly for their protection during a turbulent
political period after their father's death, but they never reappeared and were presumed murdered.

Did Richard III order the murder of the Princes in the Tower?
There is no definitive historical evidence proving Richard III ordered their murder, but he is widely
suspected due to the political motive and the princes' disappearance during his reign.



What are some theories about the fate of the Princes in the
Tower?
The main theories suggest the princes were murdered on Richard III's orders, killed by other rivals like
Henry Stafford or Henry VII, or that one or both escaped and lived in secret.

How has the mystery of the Princes in the Tower influenced
Richard III's legacy?
The mystery has heavily tarnished Richard III's reputation, painting him as a villain in history and
literature, notably in Shakespeare's play, although recent historians debate his guilt.

Have the remains of the Princes in the Tower ever been
found?
In 1674, bones believed to be those of the princes were found under a staircase in the Tower of
London and were reburied in Westminster Abbey, but modern forensic analysis has never conclusively
confirmed their identity.

Additional Resources
1. Richard III: The Maligned King
This book explores the life and reign of Richard III, delving into his controversial legacy and the
political intrigue that surrounded his time on the throne. It offers a balanced view, examining both the
accusations against him and the evidence that challenges traditional narratives. The book also
investigates the mystery of the Princes in the Tower, considering various theories about their fate.

2. The Princes in the Tower: A Royal Tragedy
Focused on the disappearance of Edward V and his brother Richard, Duke of York, this book provides
a detailed account of the events leading up to and following their confinement in the Tower of
London. It analyses historical records and eyewitness accounts to uncover what might have happened
to the young princes. The author also discusses the political motivations behind their alleged murder.

3. Richard III and the Mystery of the Princes
This book investigates the relationship between Richard III and the two young princes, scrutinizing the
evidence that implicates him in their disappearance. It offers a fresh perspective by comparing
contemporary sources and later historical interpretations. The narrative also explores the broader
context of the Wars of the Roses and the struggle for the English throne.

4. The War of the Roses: Richard III and the Princes in the Tower
Set against the backdrop of the Wars of the Roses, this book examines how the conflict influenced
Richard III’s rise to power and the fate of the princes. It provides a comprehensive overview of the
political and military events of the period. The author discusses how propaganda and historical bias
have shaped the story of Richard III and the princes.

5. Who Killed the Princes in the Tower?
This book tackles one of history’s most enduring mysteries by reviewing the main suspects and
theories regarding the princes’ disappearance. It critically evaluates the evidence against Richard III,



Henry Tudor, and others who might have had a motive. The book also considers recent archaeological
findings and their impact on our understanding of the case.

6. Richard III: The Man Behind the Myth
A biographical study that aims to separate fact from fiction surrounding Richard III’s character and
reign. The author investigates the claims about his involvement in the princes’ disappearance and
how Shakespeare’s portrayal influenced public perception. The book provides insights into medieval
politics and the challenges Richard faced as king.

7. The Princes in the Tower: Fact and Fiction
This work contrasts historical documents with literary and popular representations of the princes'
story. It addresses how myths and legends have developed over time, often overshadowing the
historical record. The author also explores the political uses of the princes’ narrative in Tudor and
later periods.

8. Innocent Blood: The Princes and Richard III
This book argues for the innocence of Richard III regarding the princes’ fate, presenting alternative
explanations and emphasizing the lack of concrete evidence. It examines the political context and the
role of Richard’s enemies in shaping his legacy. The narrative is supported by a thorough analysis of
primary sources.

9. The Lost Princes: Unraveling the Tower Mystery
Focusing on the mystery of the princes’ disappearance, this book compiles historical data, forensic
studies, and modern research to offer new insights. It discusses the discovery of remains believed to
be those of the princes and the controversies surrounding their identification. The author also reflects
on the lasting impact of this historical enigma.
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