
revolting rhymes by roald dahl
revolting rhymes by roald dahl is a celebrated collection of poems that reimagines
classic fairy tales with a uniquely dark and humorous twist. Written by the renowned
British author Roald Dahl, this book combines clever wordplay, unexpected plot changes,
and a playful yet macabre tone that appeals to both children and adults. The collection
features well-known stories such as Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, and Goldilocks,
but with endings that are far from traditional. Through its inventive storytelling and sharp
wit, revolting rhymes by roald dahl challenges conventional narratives and offers a fresh
perspective on familiar tales. This article explores the background, themes, and literary
significance of the book, as well as its impact on readers and adaptations in other media.
The following sections provide a detailed overview of the key aspects of revolting rhymes
by roald dahl.

Background and Publication History

Overview of Key Poems

Themes and Literary Style

Reception and Cultural Impact

Adaptations and Legacy

Background and Publication History
Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl was first published in 1982, marking a significant
addition to Dahl’s extensive body of work primarily known for children’s novels. Unlike his
prose narratives, this book presents a collection of six narrative poems that parody and
subvert well-known fairy tales. The book was illustrated by Quentin Blake, whose
distinctive artwork complements Dahl’s irreverent tone and enhances the whimsical yet
eerie atmosphere. The decision to write a poetry collection allowed Dahl to demonstrate
his versatility as a writer and his talent for combining humor with dark themes.

The publication of revolting rhymes by roald dahl came at a time when Dahl’s popularity
was already well established, and it further cemented his reputation as an innovative
storyteller. The poems were designed to be accessible to young readers while
simultaneously engaging adults with their cleverness and satirical edge.

Author’s Inspiration and Approach
Roald Dahl drew inspiration from traditional fairy tales, many of which have origins in
folklore and classical literature. By retelling these stories with unexpected twists, Dahl
challenged the sanitized versions commonly found in children’s literature. His approach



involved exaggerating the darker elements of the tales and infusing them with humor and
irony. This method not only entertained but also encouraged readers to question the
morals and messages of conventional fairy tales.

Illustrations by Quentin Blake
Quentin Blake’s illustrations are integral to the overall appeal of revolting rhymes by roald
dahl. Blake’s loose, expressive line work and quirky character depictions visually reinforce
the playful and rebellious spirit of the poems. The collaboration between Dahl and Blake is
widely regarded as one of the most successful author-illustrator partnerships in children’s
literature.

Overview of Key Poems
The collection consists of six distinct poems, each reinterpreting a classic fairy tale
through Dahl’s distinctive lens. The poems are:

"Cinderella" – A darkly humorous take on the well-known rags-to-riches story.

"Jack and the Beanstalk" – Featuring a surprising fate for the giant.

"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" – With a twist that alters the original ending
dramatically.

"Goldilocks and the Three Bears" – Where Goldilocks meets an unexpected
consequence.

"Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf" – A reversal of the predator-prey dynamic.

"The Three Little Pigs" – Highlighting cleverness and justice in a new light.

"Cinderella"
In Dahl’s version of "Cinderella," the story takes a grim turn. Instead of the typical fairy
tale ending, Cinderella takes revenge in a manner that is both shocking and comically
exaggerated. This poem exemplifies the book’s overall theme of twisting expectations and
adding a dose of dark humor.

"Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf"
This poem subverts the traditional narrative by giving Little Red Riding Hood an assertive
and cunning personality. Rather than falling victim to the wolf, she outsmarts him with a
plan that leads to an unexpected and satisfying resolution. The poem’s witty rhymes and
pacing make it a standout in the collection.



Themes and Literary Style
Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl employs a variety of literary techniques and themes that
contribute to its enduring popularity. The book’s style is characterized by clever rhyme
schemes, rhythmic meter, and sharp humor. Dahl’s use of language is both accessible and
sophisticated, allowing the poems to work on multiple levels for different audiences.

Subversion of Traditional Fairy Tales
One of the central themes of revolting rhymes by roald dahl is the subversion of traditional
fairy tale conventions. Dahl challenges the typical portrayal of characters as purely good
or evil and presents endings that are unexpected and often morally ambiguous. This
approach encourages critical thinking about the stories that children grow up with and the
lessons they convey.

Dark Humor and Irony
The poems are infused with dark humor that balances macabre elements with playful
absurdity. Irony is used extensively to create tension between the familiar and the
surprising. This combination makes the stories entertaining while also prompting readers
to reconsider their assumptions about narrative justice and character roles.

Use of Rhyme and Rhythm
Dahl’s mastery of rhyme and rhythm is evident throughout the revolting rhymes. The
poems feature tight rhyme schemes and a bouncy meter that make them enjoyable to read
aloud. This musical quality contributes to the memorability of the poems and enhances
their appeal across age groups.

Reception and Cultural Impact
Since its publication, revolting rhymes by roald dahl has been widely praised for its
originality and wit. The book has become a staple in children’s literature and is frequently
included in school curricula due to its engaging content and literary value. Critics have
lauded Dahl for his ability to blend humor with darker themes in a way that respects the
intelligence of young readers.

Critical Acclaim
Many literary critics acknowledge revolting rhymes by roald dahl as a significant work
that revitalizes classic fairy tales. The collection is noted for its creativity, language play,
and ability to entertain while also provoking thought. These qualities have earned it
numerous awards and enduring popularity worldwide.



Influence on Children’s Literature
The success of revolting rhymes has influenced other authors and illustrators to
experiment with traditional stories and fairy tale retellings. Dahl’s approach has opened
the door for more diverse and unconventional narratives in children’s books that do not
shy away from complexity or darker themes.

Adaptations and Legacy
Revolting rhymes by roald dahl has inspired various adaptations across different media,
further cementing its place in popular culture. These adaptations often highlight the
book’s humor and unexpected twists, bringing the poems to life for new audiences.

Television and Theater Adaptations
Several of the poems from revolting rhymes have been adapted into animated television
specials and stage performances. These adaptations maintain the original tone and style
while adding visual and auditory elements that enhance the storytelling experience. The
theatrical versions often emphasize the playful and rebellious spirit of the collection.

Continued Popularity and Educational Use
The book remains a popular choice for reading aloud and classroom study. Educators use
revolting rhymes by roald dahl to introduce students to poetry, narrative structure, and
literary devices such as irony and parody. Its continued presence in libraries and
bookstores attests to its lasting appeal.

List of Notable Adaptations

BBC Animated TV Specials featuring selected poems

Theatrical productions in children’s theaters worldwide

Audio recordings narrated by prominent actors

Inclusion in educational anthologies and poetry collections

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Revolting Rhymes' by Roald Dahl?
'Revolting Rhymes' is a collection of humorous and twisted poems by Roald Dahl that retell
classic fairy tales with unexpected and often darkly comic endings.

When was 'Revolting Rhymes' first published?
'Revolting Rhymes' was first published in 1982.

Which classic fairy tales are featured in 'Revolting
Rhymes'?
The book includes retellings of fairy tales such as Cinderella, Snow White, Little Red
Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, Goldilocks, and others.

What makes 'Revolting Rhymes' unique compared to
traditional fairy tales?
Roald Dahl's 'Revolting Rhymes' adds a humorous, irreverent, and often dark twist to well-
known stories, challenging traditional morals and expectations.

Who illustrated the original edition of 'Revolting
Rhymes'?
The original edition was illustrated by Quentin Blake, known for his distinctive and playful
style.

Is 'Revolting Rhymes' suitable for children?
Yes, it is suitable for children, especially older kids, but it contains some dark humor and
themes that may be better appreciated with parental guidance.

Has 'Revolting Rhymes' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'Revolting Rhymes' has been adapted into animated films and stage productions,
bringing Dahl's twisted fairy tales to life in new formats.

What themes are explored in 'Revolting Rhymes'?
The book explores themes of subverting expectations, humor in the macabre, and the
playful reimagining of traditional stories to highlight cleverness and resilience.

Additional Resources
1. Dirty Beasts
This collection of humorous and slightly grotesque poems by Roald Dahl features a variety



of quirky animals behaving in outrageous and unexpected ways. Much like "Revolting
Rhymes," the poems mix dark humor with clever twists on traditional fables and folklore.
Each story is accompanied by vibrant illustrations that bring Dahl's mischievous
characters to life.

2. Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhymes: The Graphic Novel
This graphic novel adaptation of Dahl's classic "Revolting Rhymes" brings the twisted fairy
tales to life with vivid artwork and dynamic storytelling. The book retains the original
poems' wit and dark humor while adding a visual dimension that appeals to both young
readers and adults. It's a fun and engaging way to experience Dahl's unique take on
beloved stories.

3. Roald Dahl’s Book of Ghost Stories
In this eerie collection, Dahl curates a series of chilling ghost tales that blend suspense
and the supernatural with his signature dark humor. Although different in theme from
"Revolting Rhymes," the book shares Dahl's knack for unexpected twists and engaging
storytelling. It’s perfect for readers who enjoy spooky, imaginative narratives.

4. The Twits
This novel by Roald Dahl tells the story of a spiteful, revolting couple whose nasty
behavior and pranks escalate to hilarious extremes. Like "Revolting Rhymes," it showcases
Dahl’s talent for combining humor with a bit of gross-out fun and moral lessons. The book
is filled with quirky characters and imaginative scenarios that delight readers of all ages.

5. Esio Trot
A charming and whimsical tale, "Esio Trot" follows the story of Mr. Hoppy, who devises a
clever plan to win the heart of his shy neighbor, Mrs. Silver. While it doesn't have the dark
humor of "Revolting Rhymes," this book shares Dahl’s playful use of language and
endearing characters. The story is sweet, imaginative, and showcases Dahl’s versatility as
a writer.

6. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
One of Roald Dahl’s most famous works, this novel follows young Charlie Bucket’s
adventures inside Willy Wonka’s magical chocolate factory. The book combines fantasy,
humor, and a sense of wonder, much like the playful subversion found in "Revolting
Rhymes." It explores themes of kindness and imagination through unforgettable
characters and inventive storytelling.

7. The Enormous Crocodile
This picture book features a cunning crocodile who plans to eat children but is ultimately
outwitted by other jungle animals. It shares the mischievous tone and humorous rhymes
reminiscent of "Revolting Rhymes." The story is simple yet entertaining, with vibrant
illustrations that enhance the playful, slightly dark humor.

8. Fantastic Mr. Fox
In this tale, Mr. Fox uses his cleverness to outsmart three mean farmers and provide for
his family. The story’s mix of wit, suspense, and humor aligns with the tone found in
"Revolting Rhymes." Dahl’s imaginative writing and memorable characters make it a
beloved classic for readers who enjoy clever storytelling.

9. Revolting Recipes from Roald Dahl



This cookbook offers a fun and quirky collection of recipes inspired by the world of Roald
Dahl. While not a storybook, it connects to "Revolting Rhymes" through its playful and
sometimes gross-themed culinary ideas, perfect for fans who want to bring a bit of Dahl’s
humor and creativity into the kitchen. The book encourages children and adults alike to
enjoy cooking with a sense of fun.
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