
revised standard version catholic edition
revised standard version catholic edition is a highly respected translation of the Bible
that holds a significant place in both academic and religious contexts. This edition is
particularly valued for its faithful adherence to the original texts, combined with a
translation style that is both accessible and reverent. The Revised Standard Version
Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) bridges the gap between traditional biblical scholarship and
modern readability, making it widely adopted among Catholic scholars, clergy, and lay
readers. This article explores the history, translation philosophy, textual sources, and
unique features of the RSV Catholic Edition. It also examines its role in liturgy and study,
providing a comprehensive understanding of why this version remains influential. The
following sections will guide readers through the essential aspects of the revised standard
version catholic edition, ensuring an informed perspective on its significance and use.

History and Development of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Translation Philosophy and Textual Sources

Distinctive Features of the RSV Catholic Edition

Use in Catholic Liturgy and Devotional Life

Comparison with Other Catholic Bible Translations

Accessibility and Study Resources

History and Development of the Revised
Standard Version Catholic Edition
The revised standard version catholic edition traces its origins to the Revised Standard
Version (RSV), which was initially published in the mid-20th century as an update to the
American Standard Version of 1901. The RSV sought to provide a more contemporary
English translation while maintaining fidelity to the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
texts. The Catholic Edition of the RSV was developed to meet the specific theological and
liturgical needs of the Roman Catholic Church, incorporating the Deuterocanonical books
recognized by Catholic tradition.

Origins of the Revised Standard Version
The RSV first appeared in 1946 with the New Testament and was completed with the Old
Testament in 1952. It was a product of extensive scholarly work aimed at revising the
language of the American Standard Version while preserving its accuracy. The project
attracted a broad ecumenical team of Protestant and Catholic scholars, leading to a
translation respected across Christian denominations.



Adaptation to the Catholic Edition
Recognizing the need for a Catholic-specific edition, the RSV Catholic Edition was published
in 1965. This edition included the Deuterocanonical books, which are part of the Catholic
canon but excluded from most Protestant Bibles. Additionally, the Catholic Edition
underwent a review by the Catholic Church to ensure doctrinal conformity, making it
suitable for use in Catholic liturgy and study.

Translation Philosophy and Textual Sources
The revised standard version catholic edition is characterized by a balanced translation
philosophy that emphasizes both formal equivalence and dynamic readability. This
approach ensures that the text remains as close as possible to the original languages while
also being understandable to contemporary readers. The translation team employed the
best available manuscripts and critical editions to produce a reliable biblical text.

Formal Equivalence and Readability
The RSV Catholic Edition leans toward a formal equivalence or "word-for-word" approach.
However, it also incorporates sensitivity to English idiomatic expressions and clarity, which
enhances the text's accessibility without sacrificing accuracy. This balance is critical in
religious texts where precision and reverence are paramount.

Primary Textual Sources
The translators relied on a variety of ancient manuscripts and textual traditions, including:

The Masoretic Text for the Old Testament

The Septuagint, especially for Deuterocanonical books

The Dead Sea Scrolls where applicable

The Greek New Testament critical editions, such as the Nestle-Aland text

The Latin Vulgate for cross-referencing and doctrinal guidance

Distinctive Features of the RSV Catholic Edition
The revised standard version catholic edition contains unique features that distinguish it
from other Bible translations. These include inclusive language practices, traditional
phrasing where appropriate, and a format conducive to both devotional reading and
scholarly study. The RSV-CE balances respect for liturgical tradition with a modern linguistic
style.



Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books
The RSV Catholic Edition includes the full canon of the Catholic Bible, integrating the
Deuterocanonical books such as Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, and 1 and 2
Maccabees. These books are presented in their traditional order, following Catholic biblical
conventions.

Liturgical Suitability
The language and style of the RSV Catholic Edition are carefully formatted to support
liturgical use. The text is clear and dignified, making it appropriate for public reading during
Mass and other religious services. The translation also respects traditional names and terms
used in Catholic worship, enhancing its functionality in communal settings.

Textual Notes and Cross-References
To support study and deeper understanding, the RSV Catholic Edition often includes textual
notes that explain variant readings, historical context, and translation choices. Cross-
references to related passages enable readers to explore biblical themes comprehensively.

Use in Catholic Liturgy and Devotional Life
The revised standard version catholic edition has been embraced for both liturgical
proclamation and personal devotion. Its reverent yet accessible language helps bridge the
gap between ancient scripture and contemporary faith practice, making it a valuable
resource for Catholics worldwide.

Liturgy and Public Reading
The RSV Catholic Edition has been approved for use in various dioceses and religious
communities, often serving as the source text for scripture readings during Mass. Its clarity
and formal style facilitate clear proclamation, ensuring that the Word of God is
communicated effectively to congregations.

Personal Study and Prayer
Many Catholics use the RSV-CE for personal Bible study, reflection, and prayer. Its balance
of accuracy and readability makes it ideal for meditation, allowing readers to engage
deeply with biblical narratives, teachings, and prayers.



Comparison with Other Catholic Bible
Translations
While the revised standard version catholic edition is highly regarded, it exists alongside
other prominent Catholic Bible translations. Understanding its distinct qualities in
comparison helps clarify its role and appeal.

New American Bible (NAB)
The NAB is the official translation used in the United States for the Catholic liturgy.
Compared to the RSV Catholic Edition, the NAB employs more contemporary language and
includes extensive footnotes reflecting Catholic doctrine and pastoral concerns. The RSV-CE
is often preferred for its literary quality and closer adherence to traditional phrasing.

Jerusalem Bible and New Jerusalem Bible
These translations are known for their poetic style and extensive annotations. The RSV
Catholic Edition differs in its more formal equivalence approach and its more
straightforward prose, which some readers find easier for study and public reading.

Douay-Rheims Bible
The Douay-Rheims is a classic Catholic translation with older English style. The RSV Catholic
Edition offers a modern alternative, retaining theological accuracy while improving
readability for contemporary audiences.

Accessibility and Study Resources
The revised standard version catholic edition is widely accessible through print and digital
formats. Its availability is complemented by numerous study aids, commentaries, and
devotional materials designed to enhance understanding and engagement with the biblical
text.

Print and Digital Availability
The RSV Catholic Edition is published in various editions, including study Bibles, pocket-
sized versions, and large-print formats. Digital versions are available on popular Bible apps
and e-book platforms, making it easy for readers to access the text anytime and anywhere.

Study Tools and Commentaries
Many Catholic publishers and scholars have produced study guides, commentaries, and



theological reflections based on the RSV Catholic Edition. These resources provide historical
background, doctrinal explanations, and practical applications, enriching the reading
experience.

Use in Academic and Theological Education
The RSV Catholic Edition is frequently used in seminaries, theology courses, and academic
settings. Its balance of scholarly rigor and readability makes it a preferred text for in-depth
biblical study and research.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
(RSV-CE)?
The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) is an English translation of the
Bible that is based on the Revised Standard Version but includes the deuterocanonical
books recognized by the Catholic Church. It is approved for Catholic liturgical and
devotional use.

How does the RSV-CE differ from the original Revised
Standard Version (RSV)?
The RSV-CE includes the deuterocanonical books that are part of the Catholic canon, which
are not found in the original RSV. Additionally, the RSV-CE often uses more traditional
Catholic terminology and phrasing consistent with Catholic doctrine.

Is the RSV-CE approved for use in Catholic Mass and
liturgy?
Yes, the RSV-CE has received approval from the Catholic Church and is used in various
Catholic liturgical settings, particularly in English-speaking countries. It is valued for its
balance of scholarly accuracy and reverence.

Who were the main translators or committees behind
the RSV-CE?
The RSV-CE was produced by a committee of Catholic scholars who adapted the original
RSV translation to include the Catholic canon and made revisions to reflect Catholic
doctrinal and liturgical standards.

What makes the RSV-CE popular among Catholic



readers?
The RSV-CE is popular because it combines the literary quality and accuracy of the Revised
Standard Version with the complete Catholic canon, making it suitable for both study and
worship within the Catholic tradition.

Are there different editions of the RSV-CE available?
Yes, there are various editions of the RSV-CE, including study Bibles, personal reading
editions, and liturgical editions such as the Ignatius Bible, which features extensive Catholic
commentary and notes.

Can the RSV-CE be used for Bible study and academic
research?
Absolutely. The RSV-CE is widely used in academic and theological studies due to its
faithfulness to original texts, scholarly rigor, and inclusion of the Catholic canon.

How does the RSV-CE handle translation of key biblical
terms compared to other Catholic Bibles?
The RSV-CE tends to use more literal translations of key terms, maintaining the original
meaning and context, while also incorporating traditional Catholic terminology where
appropriate.

Is the RSV-CE available in digital and audio formats?
Yes, many publishers and Bible apps offer the RSV-CE in digital formats, and some also
provide audio versions, making it accessible for modern readers and listeners.

Where can one purchase or access the Revised
Standard Version Catholic Edition?
The RSV-CE can be purchased from major bookstores, Catholic religious stores, and online
retailers. It is also available through various Bible apps and websites that offer Catholic
scripture resources.

Additional Resources
1. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition: A Comprehensive Study Guide
This guide offers an in-depth exploration of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
(RSV-CE), detailing its translation philosophy and textual accuracy. It serves as an essential
resource for students, clergy, and lay readers who seek to deepen their understanding of
this widely respected Bible version. The book also includes comparative analyses with other
Catholic Bible translations.

2. Understanding the RSV Catholic Edition: History and Impact



Delve into the historical background of the RSV Catholic Edition and its role in modern
Catholic biblical scholarship. This book traces the development of the RSV-CE from its
origins to its influence on liturgy and catechesis. It highlights the translation’s unique
features that distinguish it within Catholic communities.

3. The RSV-CE and Catholic Liturgy: A Practical Handbook
Designed for liturgists and parish leaders, this handbook explains how the Revised Standard
Version Catholic Edition is used in Catholic worship. It covers the RSV-CE’s suitability for
lectionary readings and offers guidance for integrating the text into various liturgical
celebrations. The book also addresses pastoral considerations in Bible reading.

4. Comparative Translations: RSV Catholic Edition vs. New American Bible
This comparative study examines the translation choices between the RSV Catholic Edition
and the New American Bible (NAB). It provides readers with side-by-side passages to
understand differences in wording, style, and theological emphasis. The book is ideal for
scholars and readers interested in Catholic biblical translation nuances.

5. Commentaries on the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
A collection of exegetical commentaries focusing on key books within the RSV Catholic
Edition. Scholars provide verse-by-verse insights that illuminate the text’s meaning and
historical context. This volume is a valuable companion for serious students of Scripture
using the RSV-CE.

6. The RSV Catholic Edition: Translation Principles and Challenges
Explore the linguistic and theological principles that guided the RSV Catholic Edition’s
translators. This book discusses the challenges faced in maintaining fidelity to original texts
while adhering to Catholic doctrinal requirements. It offers a behind-the-scenes look at the
translation process.

7. Praying the Scriptures with the RSV Catholic Edition
This devotional book encourages readers to engage with the RSV Catholic Edition in
personal and communal prayer. It provides reflections, meditations, and prayer guides
rooted in the biblical text. The book aims to foster a deeper spiritual connection through
Scripture.

8. The RSV Catholic Edition in Biblical Scholarship
Highlighting the RSV-CE’s significance in academic research, this book surveys its use
among theologians and biblical scholars. It discusses how the translation has contributed to
theological debates and scriptural studies within the Catholic tradition. Readers gain insight
into the scholarly reception of the RSV-CE.

9. Annotated RSV Catholic Edition: Insights and Explanations
An annotated Bible edition that includes extensive notes and explanations alongside the
RSV Catholic Edition text. This volume helps readers understand difficult passages and
theological concepts with clarity. It is an excellent resource for both study and devotional
reading.
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