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revised standard version catholic edition bible stands as a significant and respected translation
within the Christian community, particularly among Catholics seeking an accurate and accessible
scripture. This edition merges scholarly precision with ecclesiastical approval, making it a trusted
resource for study, worship, and personal devotion. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
Bible provides a balanced translation that reflects both traditional Catholic teachings and
contemporary language. It incorporates the canonical books recognized by the Catholic Church,
including the Deuterocanonical books, ensuring doctrinal completeness. This article explores the
origins, features, textual accuracy, and usage of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
Bible, highlighting its role in modern Catholic life and scholarship. Readers will gain insight into why
this edition remains a vital tool for biblical engagement. The following sections outline the key
aspects of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible for a comprehensive understanding.
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History and Development of the Revised Standard
Version Catholic Edition Bible

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible, often abbreviated as RSV-CE, traces its roots
to the original Revised Standard Version (RSV) published in the mid-20th century. The RSV itself
was an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, aiming to provide a modern English
translation that remained faithful to the original biblical texts. The Catholic Edition was
subsequently developed to include the Deuterocanonical books and to adhere to the liturgical and
doctrinal guidelines of the Catholic Church.

Origins of the Revised Standard Version

The Revised Standard Version began as an ecumenical effort to create a Bible translation that could



be accepted broadly across Protestant denominations. Scholars worked meticulously to modernize
archaic language while maintaining textual fidelity. The New Testament of the RSV was published in
1946, followed by the complete Bible in 1952.

Adaptation for Catholic Use

Recognizing the need for a Catholic-specific edition, the RSV was adapted by incorporating the
Deuterocanonical books and securing approval from Catholic authorities. This adaptation culminated
in the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible, first published in 1965. It received the
imprimatur and nihil obstat, indicating it was free from doctrinal error and suitable for Catholic
readership.

Key Features and Translation Philosophy

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible is distinguished by its balance between formal
equivalence and readability. It strives to maintain the original meaning and literary style of the
biblical texts while ensuring that modern readers can understand the scripture clearly.

Formal Equivalence Approach

This translation emphasizes a word-for-word approach, known as formal equivalence, which seeks to
preserve the original language's structure and meaning. This method contrasts with dynamic
equivalence, which prioritizes thought-for-thought translation and interpretive clarity over literal
accuracy.

Linguistic and Theological Fidelity

In addition to linguistic precision, the RSV-CE carefully respects Catholic theological perspectives.
Terms and phrases are chosen to reflect Catholic doctrine accurately, especially in passages
involving Christology, ecclesiology, and sacramental theology.

Readable and Accessible Language

While adhering to formal equivalence, the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible avoids
overly archaic language, making it accessible for contemporary readers. This balance helps facilitate
both devotional reading and academic study.



Canonical Content and Structure

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible includes all books recognized by the Catholic
Church as canonical. This completeness is essential for Catholic liturgical and educational use.

Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books

The Catholic Edition incorporates the Deuterocanonical books, also known as the Apocrypha, which
are not present in most Protestant Bibles. These books include Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, 1 and 2 Maccabees, and additions to Esther and Daniel.

Standard Biblical Structure

The RSV-CE follows the traditional Catholic ordering of the Old and New Testament books. The Old
Testament includes the Pentateuch, Historical Books, Wisdom Literature, and Prophets, followed by
the New Testament with the Gospels, Acts, Pauline and General Epistles, and Revelation.

Use of Footnotes and Cross-References

The edition features extensive footnotes and cross-references that provide historical context,
explanations of textual variants, and theological insights. These aids enhance comprehension and
encourage deeper study.

Textual Accuracy and Scholarly Reception

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible is widely respected for its textual accuracy and
scholarly rigor. It draws on the best available Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek manuscripts.

Manuscript Foundations

Its translation is based on critical editions of the biblical texts, including the Biblia Hebraica
Stuttgartensia for the Old Testament and the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece for the New
Testament. This foundation supports a high degree of textual reliability.



Ecumenical and Academic Approval

The RSV-CE has been praised by biblical scholars, theologians, and clergy for its fidelity and
usefulness. Its ecumenical origins contribute to its broad acceptance beyond Catholic circles,
although it remains specifically tailored for Catholic doctrine.

Ongoing Revisions and Updates

While the RSV-CE is a landmark translation, subsequent revisions like the New Revised Standard
Version Catholic Edition (NRSV-CE) have built upon its legacy, incorporating more recent
scholarship and inclusive language considerations.

Usage in Catholic Worship and Study

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible serves multiple roles within the Catholic
community, from liturgical use to personal study and academic research.

Liturgy and Mass Readings

Though the RSV-CE itself is not the official lectionary for the Catholic Mass, it provides a reliable
text for preparation and reflection on the scriptures read during liturgical celebrations. Its clarity
and accuracy support clergy and laity alike.

Educational and Catechetical Use

Catholic schools, seminaries, and catechetical programs often utilize the RSV-CE for its doctrinal
soundness and readability. It helps students engage with the Bible in a way that is consistent with
Catholic teaching.

Personal Devotion and Study

Many Catholics prefer the RSV-CE for personal Bible reading and meditation, appreciating its blend
of tradition and accessibility. The footnotes and cross-references are valuable tools for deepening
understanding.



Comparisons with Other Catholic Bible Translations

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible is one among several Catholic translations,
each with distinctive characteristics.

Douay-Rheims Bible

The Douay-Rheims Bible is a classic Catholic translation based on the Latin Vulgate. It features more
traditional, formal language compared to the RSV-CE, which offers a more contemporary tone.

New American Bible (NAB)

The New American Bible is the official Catholic Bible for liturgical use in the United States. It is
known for its dynamic equivalence style and extensive study notes, contrasting with the RSV-CE’s
formal equivalence approach.

New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (NRSV-CE)

The NRSV-CE is an updated revision of the RSV-CE, incorporating inclusive language and the latest
manuscript discoveries, making it a popular choice for modern Catholic scholarship.

Key Differences Summary

e Language style: RSV-CE is formal yet accessible, Douay-Rheims is traditional and formal, NAB
is more dynamic.

e Textual basis: RSV-CE relies on original language manuscripts, Douay-Rheims on Vulgate,
NAB on modern critical texts.

e Use: RSV-CE favored for study, NAB for liturgy, Douay-Rheims for tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-



CE) Bible?

The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) is a modern English translation of the Bible
that incorporates the Catholic Church's canonical books. It is a revision of the original RSV, adapted
to include the deuterocanonical books and approved for Catholic liturgical use.

How does the RSV-CE differ from the original Revised
Standard Version?

The RSV-CE differs from the original RSV by including the deuterocanonical books recognized by the
Catholic Church and making translation choices that align with Catholic doctrine and liturgical
practice.

Is the RSV-CE approved for use in Catholic liturgy?

Yes, the RSV-CE is approved by the Catholic Church for liturgical use in many English-speaking
countries, and it is used in various Catholic communities and institutions.

What are some popular editions of the RSV-CE Bible?

Popular editions of the RSV-CE include the Ignatius Bible published by Ignatius Press, which
features the full Catholic canon and extensive footnotes, as well as study editions with commentary
and cross-references.

Why do some Catholics prefer the RSV-CE over other Bible
translations?

Many Catholics prefer the RSV-CE because it balances literal accuracy with literary quality, respects
Catholic tradition by including the deuterocanonical books, and has received ecclesiastical approval,
making it suitable for study and worship.

Can the RSV-CE be used for personal Bible study and
academic research?

Yes, the RSV-CE is widely used for personal Bible study, academic research, and theological
education due to its faithful translation, inclusion of the Catholic canon, and comprehensive
footnotes and references.

Additional Resources

1. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE)
Bible, detailing its translation history and theological significance. It provides readers with insights
into the translation choices and the impact of the RSV-CE on modern Catholic scripture study. Ideal
for scholars and lay readers alike, this guide enhances understanding of the Bible's language and
context.



2. Understanding the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Designed for both new and experienced readers, this book breaks down the complexities of the RSV-
CE Bible. It includes explanations of key passages, commentary on translation nuances, and
historical background on the Catholic Edition’s development. The accessible language helps deepen
readers' appreciation of the sacred texts.

3. Commentary on the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible

This commentary provides detailed verse-by-verse analysis of the RSV-CE Bible, with a focus on
Catholic doctrine and interpretation. The author draws from Church teachings and historical
contexts to clarify difficult passages. It serves as an essential resource for clergy, theology students,
and laypersons seeking a richer understanding of scripture.

4. The History and Impact of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Exploring the origins and influence of the RSV-CE, this book traces its development from earlier
Bible translations to its acceptance by the Catholic Church. It discusses the translation’s role in
liturgy, education, and personal devotion. Readers gain perspective on how this edition shaped
modern Catholic biblical engagement.

5. Prayers and Reflections Based on the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

This devotional book pairs prayers and reflections with selected passages from the RSV-CE Bible. It
is designed to inspire spiritual growth and meditation, integrating scriptural wisdom with everyday
faith practice. Suitable for personal or group use, it encourages a deeper encounter with the Word of
God.

6. Comparative Study of Catholic Bible Versions: RSV-CE and Beyond

Focusing on the RSV-CE alongside other prominent Catholic Bible translations, this study highlights
differences in language, style, and theological emphasis. It aids readers in understanding the
strengths and unique features of the RSV-CE. The comparative approach supports informed choices
for study and worship.

7. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition Bible for Study and Devotion

This edition is tailored for both scholarly study and devotional reading, featuring cross-references,
maps, and explanatory notes. It emphasizes clarity and fidelity to original texts, making it a valuable
tool for Bible study groups and individual readers. The book balances academic rigor with spiritual
accessibility.

8. Exploring the Old and New Testaments in the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Offering detailed insights into both testaments, this book examines key themes, narratives, and
theological concepts as presented in the RSV-CE Bible. It helps readers navigate complex stories and
doctrines with clarity and reverence. The work is suitable for catechists, students, and anyone
seeking a deeper biblical understanding.

9. Faith and Translation: The Making of the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

This title delves into the translation process behind the RSV-CE Bible, highlighting the collaboration
between scholars, theologians, and Church authorities. It discusses challenges encountered in
balancing accuracy with readability and doctrinal fidelity. Readers gain appreciation for the
meticulous work that brought this edition to fruition.
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