
revised common lectionary church of
england

revised common lectionary church of england is a structured system of
scripture readings that guides worship throughout the liturgical year. It is
widely adopted by the Church of England to provide a cohesive and consistent
approach to biblical texts in services. This lectionary ensures that
congregations hear a broad range of scripture, including Old Testament,
Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels, aligned with the seasons of the Christian
calendar. The revised common lectionary fosters unity within worship
practices and supports clergy and laity in preparing meaningful sermons and
reflections. This article explores the origins, structure, and significance
of the revised common lectionary in the Church of England. Additionally, it
examines how this lectionary facilitates liturgical planning and enriches
spiritual life in the Anglican tradition.
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Origins and Development of the Revised Common
Lectionary

The revised common lectionary church of england traces its roots to earlier
lectionary systems designed for liturgical use in Christian worship. Its
development was influenced by the need for an ecumenical resource that could
be used across various denominations, promoting unity in scripture reading.
The revised common lectionary was first published in the 1990s as an update
to the common lectionary, which itself emerged from the Roman Catholic
liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council.

The Church of England adopted this revised edition to align its scripture
readings with broader ecumenical practices and to provide a more
comprehensive and balanced approach to biblical texts. This lectionary system
aims to cover the entire Bible over a three-year cycle, offering a rich
thematic and theological journey for congregations. The ecumenical nature of
the revised common lectionary strengthens interdenominational dialogue and
cooperation within Christian worship contexts.

Structure and Content of the Revised Common
Lectionary

The revised common lectionary church of england is organized around the
liturgical calendar, which includes seasons such as Advent, Christmas,



Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time. This seasonal structure
ensures that scripture readings correspond to the theological focus of each
period. The lectionary follows a three-year cycle (Years A, B, and C),
allowing for a wide variety of biblical texts to be proclaimed over time.

Three-Year Cycle

Each year in the cycle emphasizes one of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark,
or Luke—with readings from John interspersed during special seasons like Lent
and Easter. This rotation ensures that congregations engage with diverse
gospel perspectives regularly.

Scriptural Readings

The lectionary provides multiple scripture readings for each Sunday and major
feast day, typically including:

An Old Testament passage

A Psalm or canticle

A New Testament Epistle reading

A Gospel reading

This arrangement allows for thematic connections between readings, enriching
worship and preaching.

Implementation within the Church of England

The revised common lectionary church of england is the standard lectionary
used in most parishes and cathedrals. Clergy and worship leaders utilize it
as the foundation for preparing sermons, prayers, and liturgical elements.
The lectionary’s consistency enhances congregational familiarity with
scripture and supports theological education within the church community.

Liturgical Planning

Church of England parishes often plan their worship calendars around the
lectionary, which provides a predictable and organized sequence of readings.
This planning facilitates coordinated teaching and pastoral care throughout
the year.

Resources and Adaptations

The Church of England offers various resources aligned with the revised
common lectionary, including study guides, sermon helps, and liturgical
texts. While the lectionary serves as a primary framework, local adaptations
can be made to suit particular congregational needs or special occasions.



Liturgical and Pastoral Benefits

The revised common lectionary church of england brings numerous advantages to
worship and pastoral ministry. It promotes a comprehensive engagement with
scripture, exposing congregations to a broad spectrum of biblical themes and
narratives. This breadth supports spiritual growth and theological
reflection.

Enhanced Worship Experience

By structuring readings around the liturgical year, the lectionary deepens
the worship experience, connecting biblical texts with the rhythms of
Christian seasons. This connection fosters a sense of continuity and sacred
time within the community.

Support for Preaching and Teaching

The lectionary equips clergy with a systematic approach to scripture, aiding
in sermon preparation and educational programming. The thematic links between
readings encourage richer exploration of biblical messages.

Congregational Engagement

Regular exposure to a variety of scriptural passages helps congregants
develop a more holistic understanding of the Bible. This engagement can
inspire personal devotion and communal faith development.

Challenges and Considerations in Usage

Despite its many benefits, the revised common lectionary church of england
also presents certain challenges for worship leaders and congregations. One
consideration is the balance between prescribed readings and local contextual
needs.

Flexibility versus Structure

While the lectionary provides a structured framework, some parishes may find
the need to adapt readings to address particular pastoral situations or
cultural contexts. This requires discernment to maintain liturgical integrity
while meeting local needs.

Complexity of the Three-Year Cycle

The three-year cycle demands careful planning and awareness from clergy and
worship teams to ensure smooth transitions and continuity. New clergy or
congregations unfamiliar with the system may require additional training and
resources.

Inclusivity and Representation

Ongoing discussions within the Church of England consider how the lectionary
can incorporate diverse biblical interpretations and voices. This includes
considerations of gender, ethnicity, and theology to reflect the church’s
evolving identity.



Overall, the revised common lectionary church of england remains a vital and
dynamic tool for worship and spiritual formation, fostering biblical literacy
and unity within the Anglican tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Revised Common Lectionary used by the
Church of England?

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of scripture
readings used in the Church of England and many other Christian denominations
to guide weekly worship and preaching throughout the liturgical year.

How does the Church of England incorporate the
Revised Common Lectionary into its services?

The Church of England follows the Revised Common Lectionary by selecting
prescribed scripture readings for Sundays and major feast days, ensuring a
consistent and comprehensive exposure to biblical texts over a three-year
cycle.

What are the main differences between the Revised
Common Lectionary and the traditional Church of
England lectionary?

The Revised Common Lectionary offers a more ecumenical and updated approach,
aligning with other denominations and including a balanced selection of Old
Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and Gospel readings, whereas the traditional
Church of England lectionary was more limited and less standardized.

Is the Revised Common Lectionary mandatory for all
Church of England parishes?

No, the Revised Common Lectionary is recommended but not mandatory;
individual parishes within the Church of England may choose to adopt it
fully, partially, or use alternative lectionaries based on their worship
style and tradition.

Where can clergy and lay leaders find resources to
help use the Revised Common Lectionary in the Church
of England?

Resources for the Revised Common Lectionary are widely available through the
Church of England's official website, denominational publications, and
trusted liturgical resource providers, including detailed guides, commentary,
and worship planning tools.

How does the Revised Common Lectionary support



ecumenical worship within the Church of England?

By adopting the Revised Common Lectionary, the Church of England aligns its
scripture readings with those of many other Christian traditions, fostering
greater unity and shared understanding in ecumenical worship and joint
Christian initiatives.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring the Revised Common Lectionary: A Guide for the Church of England
This book offers an in-depth look at the structure and purpose of the Revised
Common Lectionary as used in the Church of England. It provides practical
insights for clergy and lay leaders to effectively plan worship services. The
guide also includes reflections on how the lectionary readings can be
integrated into preaching and teaching.

2. Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Insights for the Church of
England
Designed for preachers within the Church of England, this volume explores
thematic approaches to the weekly readings. It offers homiletical strategies
and examples that align with the liturgical calendar, helping clergy connect
scripture with contemporary congregational life. The book encourages
thoughtful engagement with the biblical texts.

3. Lectionary Reflections: Daily Devotions for the Church of England
This devotional book follows the Revised Common Lectionary, providing daily
reflections on the appointed scriptures. It is intended for both personal and
group use, fostering a deeper understanding of the biblical narrative
throughout the church year. Readers can engage with prayer prompts and
meditations tied to the lectionary readings.

4. The Revised Common Lectionary and Anglican Worship: Liturgical
Perspectives
Focusing on the liturgical context, this book examines how the Revised Common
Lectionary shapes worship in the Church of England. It discusses the
theological foundations of the lectionary and its role in seasonal
observances. The author also explores the relationship between scripture,
liturgy, and the formation of Christian identity.

5. Teaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Resources for Church of England
Educators
This resource is aimed at Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, and adult
educators within the Church of England. It provides lesson plans and
activities that correspond with the lectionary readings, helping educators
bring scripture to life. The book emphasizes creativity and inclusivity in
teaching biblical stories.

6. Commentary on the Revised Common Lectionary: Church of England Edition
This comprehensive commentary offers verse-by-verse insights into the
scripture readings appointed by the Revised Common Lectionary. Tailored for
the Church of England context, it provides historical background, theological
interpretation, and pastoral application. It is a valuable tool for clergy
preparing sermons and Bible studies.

7. Seasonal Celebrations with the Revised Common Lectionary
Highlighting the church calendar, this book explores the major seasons and
festivals as outlined in the Revised Common Lectionary. It includes
liturgical resources, hymns, and prayers appropriate for each season. The



work assists worship planners in creating meaningful and theologically rich
celebrations.

8. Engaging the Revised Common Lectionary: A Layperson’s Companion
Written for lay members of the Church of England, this companion helps
readers understand and appreciate the lectionary scriptures. It offers
background information and questions for reflection to deepen personal and
communal faith. The book encourages active participation in the liturgical
life of the church.

9. Music and the Revised Common Lectionary: Enhancing Worship in the Church
of England
This volume explores the integration of music with the lectionary readings,
supporting worship leaders in the Church of England. It suggests hymn
selections, chants, and musical settings that complement the appointed
scriptures. The book aims to enrich the worship experience through thoughtful
musical choices aligned with the liturgical year.
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