
return to the temple of elemental evil

return to the temple of elemental evil is a significant title in the realm of fantasy role-playing
games, renowned for its intricate storyline, challenging gameplay, and rich lore. This article delves
into the multifaceted aspects of the game, exploring its origins, gameplay mechanics, narrative
depth, and the impact it has had on the genre. For enthusiasts and newcomers alike, understanding
the nuances of Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil provides insight into why it remains a beloved
classic. From its connection to the original Temple of Elemental Evil module to its updated features
and expansions, this comprehensive guide covers all essential details. Additionally, it examines the
game's setting, character options, and strategies to navigate its complex dungeons. The following
sections will provide a structured overview, helping readers grasp both the historical context and
modern gameplay elements of return to the temple of elemental evil.
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Background and Development
The origins of return to the temple of elemental evil trace back to the classic Dungeons &
Dragons module originally published in the 1980s. The modern iteration is a revival and expansion of
that iconic adventure, developed to bring the classic dungeon crawl experience to a contemporary
audience. The development involved updating the game mechanics to align with newer editions of
Dungeons & Dragons rules while preserving the storyline's integrity. This blend of nostalgia and
innovation was designed to appeal to both veteran players familiar with the original and new players
seeking an immersive role-playing experience.

Historical Context
The Temple of Elemental Evil was one of the most influential adventure modules in tabletop role-
playing history, noted for its intricate plot and challenging encounters. The return to the temple of
elemental evil builds upon this legacy, incorporating elements from the original campaign setting and
expanding the narrative to explore deeper themes of elemental chaos and evil forces. The game's
setting in the world of Greyhawk further enriches its historical significance.



Development Team and Goals
The team behind the return to the temple of elemental evil aimed to create a faithful adaptation while
leveraging advances in game design. Their goals included maintaining the original module's
complexity, enhancing graphics and interface, and introducing multiplayer capabilities to foster
cooperative play. The development process emphasized balancing difficulty with accessibility to
attract a broad player base.

Gameplay Mechanics
Return to the temple of elemental evil features a robust set of gameplay mechanics deeply rooted in
Dungeons & Dragons 3.5 edition rules. Players experience turn-based combat, character progression,
and exploration within a richly detailed environment. The mechanics emphasize tactical decision-
making, resource management, and role-playing elements, creating a challenging yet rewarding
experience.

Combat System
The combat system in return to the temple of elemental evil is turn-based, allowing players to
carefully plan their actions. It incorporates traditional D&D elements such as initiative rolls, attack
rolls, saving throws, and spellcasting. The game emphasizes positioning, use of terrain, and strategic
use of abilities to overcome enemies.

Skill Checks and Exploration
Exploration and interaction with the environment are facilitated through skill checks based on
character attributes. Tasks such as disarming traps, picking locks, and negotiating with NPCs rely on
these mechanics, encouraging players to develop diverse character skills for optimal success in the
temple's complex dungeons.

Inventory and Resource Management
Managing inventory, including weapons, armor, potions, and magical items, plays a critical role.
Players must strategically utilize limited resources such as spell slots and healing items to survive the
temple's numerous challenges.

Storyline and Setting
The narrative of return to the temple of elemental evil revolves around a sinister cult that has
resurrected an ancient temple dedicated to chaotic elemental forces. Set in the fictional world of
Greyhawk, the story unfolds in and around the village of Hommlet and the surrounding wilderness.
The game’s plot weaves a complex tale of heroism, dark magic, and elemental chaos.



The Village of Hommlet
Hommlet serves as the starting point for adventurers, featuring key NPCs who provide quests,
information, and resources. The village’s atmosphere blends rustic charm with an undercurrent of
danger as rumors of the temple’s dark influence spread.

The Elemental Temple
The temple itself is a sprawling dungeon filled with traps, puzzles, and hostile creatures. It is divided
into multiple levels, each dominated by different elemental themes such as fire, earth, air, and water.
These elements influence the design of encounters and environmental hazards.

Antagonists and Factions
Players face various antagonistic forces including cultists, elemental creatures, and powerful bosses.
Multiple factions vie for control of the temple, creating a dynamic world where alliances and enmities
shape the adventure's progression.

Character Creation and Classes
Character customization in return to the temple of elemental evil follows the Dungeons & Dragons 3.5
edition ruleset, offering a wide array of classes, races, and abilities. This flexibility enables players to
tailor their characters to preferred playstyles and party roles.

Available Classes
The game features standard classes such as fighter, wizard, cleric, rogue, and ranger, each with
unique skills and abilities. Advanced classes and prestige classes are also available, providing
specialized options for experienced players seeking complexity.

Races and Attributes
Players can choose from traditional fantasy races including humans, elves, dwarves, and halflings.
Each race offers distinct attribute bonuses and traits that influence gameplay. Character attributes
like strength, dexterity, and intelligence determine proficiency in combat, magic, and skills.

Character Progression
Experience points gained through combat and quests allow characters to level up, unlocking new
abilities, spells, and improved stats. This progression system encourages strategic development
aligned with party composition and individual player goals.



Dungeon Exploration and Combat
Exploring the temple is a core aspect of the game, combining tactical combat with environmental
challenges. The design emphasizes careful planning, teamwork, and adaptability to overcome the
temple’s dangers.

Dungeon Layout and Design
The temple’s layout is complex, featuring interconnected rooms, secret passages, and environmental
hazards. Players must navigate through traps and puzzles that require both observation and problem-
solving skills.

Combat Encounters
Encounters vary from skirmishes with minor cultists to battles against powerful elemental entities.
Combat scenarios demand effective use of character abilities and coordination among party members
to exploit enemy weaknesses.

Strategies for Success
Effective exploration and combat strategies include:

Utilizing scouts to detect traps and enemies

Balancing offensive and defensive tactics in combat

Managing limited resources such as spells and healing items

Coordinating party roles to maximize strengths and cover weaknesses

Reception and Legacy
Return to the temple of elemental evil has been widely regarded as a faithful and engaging
adaptation of the classic module, praised for its depth and adherence to Dungeons & Dragons
traditions. The game has influenced subsequent role-playing titles and remains a benchmark for
dungeon crawl adventures.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have lauded the game for its challenging gameplay, detailed environment, and faithful
recreation of the original storyline. The integration of multiplayer functionality has also been
highlighted as a significant enhancement, fostering cooperative play and community engagement.



Impact on the Genre
The game’s success has reinforced the appeal of classic dungeon crawls and demonstrated the
viability of adapting tabletop RPG modules into digital formats. Its blend of traditional mechanics with
modern technology has set a precedent for future adaptations.

Community and Modding
A dedicated player community has emerged around return to the temple of elemental evil, creating
mods and custom content that extend the game's lifespan. This ongoing engagement underscores the
title's enduring popularity and cultural significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil'?
'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil' is a Dungeons & Dragons adventure module published in
2001, serving as a sequel and expansion to the original 'Temple of Elemental Evil' module. It is
designed for 3rd edition D&D and continues the story of the infamous temple and its surrounding
region.

What level range is recommended for players in 'Return to the
Temple of Elemental Evil'?
The adventure is designed for player characters ranging from levels 4 to 12, taking them through
various challenges and encounters as they delve deeper into the temple and its surrounding
wilderness.

How does 'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil' differ from
the original module?
'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil' expands on the original 1985 module by adding new
locations, more detailed wilderness areas, additional storylines, and updated rules compatible with
the 3rd edition of Dungeons & Dragons, providing a richer and more complex experience.

Can 'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil' be played as a
standalone campaign?
Yes, 'Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil' can be played as a standalone campaign. While it serves
as a sequel, it includes enough background and context for new players and Dungeon Masters to run
the adventure without prior knowledge of the original module.

What are some key themes and challenges in 'Return to the



Temple of Elemental Evil'?
Key themes include battling elemental forces, uncovering cultist plots, exploring ancient ruins, and
confronting powerful villains. Challenges range from combat with elemental creatures and cultists to
solving puzzles and navigating treacherous wilderness environments.

Additional Resources
1. Return to the Temple of Elemental Evil
This is the official sequel to the classic "Temple of Elemental Evil" adventure module for Dungeons &
Dragons. Players revisit the infamous temple, now more dangerous and corrupted than before, as
new evils have taken root. The book provides expanded lore, new monsters, and detailed maps,
making it perfect for experienced adventurers seeking to challenge the forces of elemental chaos.

2. Temple of Elemental Evil: The Forgotten Chronicles
Delve deeper into the history and mysteries surrounding the Temple of Elemental Evil in this
companion book. It explores the origins of the temple, the elemental cults, and the dark rituals
performed within its walls. This volume is filled with lore, side quests, and character backgrounds to
enrich any campaign set in the temple's shadow.

3. Elemental Forces: The Rise of the Temple
This novel chronicles the initial emergence of the Temple of Elemental Evil, detailing how the
elemental cults converged and corrupted the land. Through the eyes of heroes and villains alike,
readers experience the birth of the temple's dark power and the early battles fought against it. It’s an
immersive tale of intrigue, magic, and elemental devastation.

4. Heroes of the Temple: Tales from the Elemental War
A collection of short stories focusing on the brave adventurers who battled the elemental cults during
the height of their power. Each story highlights different classes and backgrounds, showcasing their
struggles and triumphs within and around the temple. This anthology offers inspiration for players and
Dungeon Masters alike.

5. Elemental Evil: The Dark Ascension
This novel explores the aftermath of the temple's initial defeat, where remnants of the cult seek to
rebuild and harness even greater elemental powers. The story follows a group of heroes racing
against time to stop the resurgence of elemental chaos. It blends high-stakes adventure with political
intrigue and dark magic.

6. The Elemental Cults: Secrets and Strategies
A detailed sourcebook focusing on the four elemental cults that inhabit the temple: Earth, Air, Fire,
and Water. It provides insight into their beliefs, hierarchies, and tactics, as well as new spells, items,
and monsters associated with each element. This guide is essential for Dungeon Masters aiming to
create a rich and challenging temple campaign.

7. Paths of the Elemental Guardians
This book profiles legendary warriors, mages, and clerics who have dedicated their lives to combating
elemental evil. It includes character templates, unique abilities, and narrative hooks for integrating
these heroes into your campaign. The stories within inspire players to take on the mantle of elemental
guardians themselves.



8. The Cursed Depths: Secrets Beneath the Temple
Explore the hidden underground chambers and forgotten dungeons that lie beneath the Temple of
Elemental Evil. This adventure supplement introduces new environments filled with deadly traps,
ancient relics, and elemental horrors lurking in the shadows. It expands the scope of the temple,
offering fresh challenges for adventurers.

9. Elemental Evil: A Campaign Guide
Designed for Dungeon Masters, this comprehensive guide offers tips and tools for running a campaign
centered around the Temple of Elemental Evil. It includes detailed story arcs, encounter ideas, NPC
profiles, and advice on balancing elemental-themed challenges. This book is a definitive resource for
bringing the elemental menace to life in your gaming sessions.
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