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remington xp 100 history traces the development and significance of one of the most iconic bolt-

action rifles in American firearms history. Introduced in the mid-20th century, the Remington XP-100

was a groundbreaking design that combined accuracy, compactness, and innovation. This article

explores the evolution of the Remington XP-100, its unique features, variations over the years, and its

impact on precision shooting. By examining the technical specifications and the historical context,

readers gain a comprehensive understanding of why the XP-100 remains a celebrated firearm among

enthusiasts and collectors. The history of the XP-100 also reflects broader trends in firearms design

and the demands of competitive shooting. Below is a detailed outline of the topics covered to guide the

exploration of this rifle’s legacy.

Origins and Development of the Remington XP-100

Design Features and Innovations

Caliber Variations and Performance

Production Timeline and Model Changes

The XP-100’s Role in Competitive Shooting

Legacy and Collectibility



Origins and Development of the Remington XP-100

The Remington XP-100 was introduced in 1963 as one of the first commercially successful bolt-action

pistols designed specifically for precision shooting. The development of the XP-100 was driven by the

desire to create a compact, yet highly accurate firearm suitable for varmint hunting and target shooting.

Remington engineers sought to combine the accuracy of a rifle with the portability of a handgun,

resulting in a unique design that broke away from conventional rifle configurations.

Conceptual Background and Market Needs

During the early 1960s, there was growing interest in specialized firearms for varmint hunters who

required precision at moderate ranges without the bulk of traditional rifles. The XP-100 was conceived

to fill this niche, appealing to shooters who valued accuracy, ease of handling, and the ability to

engage small targets with minimal recoil. This innovative approach reflected Remington’s commitment

to expanding the diversity of their firearm offerings.

Initial Design and Prototype Development

Remington’s design team developed the XP-100 with a distinctive bullpup-style action, placing the bolt

and magazine behind the trigger to reduce overall length. The rifle was initially chambered in the

powerful .221 Fireball cartridge, which was selected for its flat trajectory and effective performance on

small game. The prototype underwent extensive testing to optimize ergonomics and mechanical

reliability before being released to the market.



Design Features and Innovations

The Remington XP-100 stood out for its pioneering design elements that enhanced accuracy and

shooter comfort. Its bolt-action pistol configuration was unconventional at the time, setting it apart from

traditional rifles and handguns.

Bullpup-Style Configuration

The bullpup layout of the XP-100 reduced the overall length without sacrificing barrel length, allowing

for a full-length rifle barrel in a compact frame. This design improved maneuverability and balance,

making the firearm easier to carry and shoot accurately in various conditions. The positioning of the

action behind the trigger also contributed to a unique shooting experience.

Stock and Ergonomics

The XP-100 featured a solid wooden stock with a pistol grip, designed to provide a stable shooting

platform. Its ergonomic design aimed to reduce shooter fatigue and enhance control during firing. The

stock’s shape and materials were selected to complement the rifle’s precision capabilities.

Sights and Optics Compatibility

Equipped with a robust scope mounting system, the XP-100 was designed to accommodate various

optical sights, an essential feature for varmint hunting and target shooting. The rifle’s design facilitated

easy mounting and alignment of scopes, contributing to its reputation for accuracy at extended ranges.



Caliber Variations and Performance

Over its production lifespan, the Remington XP-100 was offered in multiple calibers, each tailored to

different shooting applications. These variations enhanced the rifle’s versatility and appeal to a wider

audience.

Original .221 Fireball Cartridge

The initial XP-100 model was chambered in .221 Fireball, a cartridge derived from the .222 Remington

but with a shorter case length. This round offered high velocity and flat trajectory, ideal for precise

shots on small targets up to moderate distances. Its low recoil made the XP-100 manageable despite

its compact size.

Other Caliber Options

.222 Remington – Offered improved range and energy for longer shots.

.223 Remington – Became popular for varmint and small game hunting with excellent accuracy.

.7mm-08 Remington – Provided more stopping power for medium-sized game.

.300 Savage and .300 Winchester Magnum – Introduced in later models for enhanced long-

range performance.

These caliber options allowed shooters to select an XP-100 model best suited to their intended use,



from varmint hunting to more demanding precision shooting tasks.

Production Timeline and Model Changes

The Remington XP-100 underwent several updates and modifications throughout its production,

reflecting advances in firearms technology and changing market demands.

Initial Production and Early Models (1963–1970s)

Production began in 1963, with the original .221 Fireball model quickly gaining popularity. Early models

featured wooden stocks and were primarily aimed at varmint hunters. In the late 1960s, Remington

introduced versions chambered for the .222 Remington cartridge, increasing the rifle’s versatility.

Later Models and Upgrades (1980s–1990s)

In the 1980s, Remington updated the XP-100 with synthetic stocks and additional caliber options, such

as the .223 Remington and 7mm-08 Remington. These changes improved durability and expanded the

rifle’s appeal to a broader range of shooters. The action and barrel manufacturing processes were

refined to enhance accuracy and reliability.

Discontinuation and Legacy Models

The XP-100 was discontinued in the late 1990s as newer designs and technologies emerged.

However, its influence persisted, and some models remain in production as collector’s items or custom

builds. Remington’s innovation with the XP-100 set the stage for subsequent developments in compact



precision firearms.

The XP-100’s Role in Competitive Shooting

The Remington XP-100 earned a reputation in competitive shooting circles, particularly in disciplines

focusing on precision and accuracy at moderate ranges.

Popularity Among Varmint Shooters

Due to its compact size and precision, the XP-100 became a favorite among varmint hunters who

required quick handling and accurate shot placement. Its design allowed shooters to operate effectively

in varied terrains and conditions.

Usage in Target and Benchrest Competitions

The XP-100 was also utilized in benchrest and precision rifle competitions, where its accuracy and

innovative design offered competitive advantages. Shooters appreciated the balance between

portability and performance, making it a versatile choice in many shooting sports.

Legacy and Collectibility

Today, the Remington XP-100 holds a significant place in firearm history as a pioneering bolt-action

pistol. Its unique design and performance continue to attract collectors and enthusiasts worldwide.



Collector Interest and Market Value

Due to its limited production and historical importance, the XP-100 commands interest among

collectors. Well-maintained models, especially early editions in original calibers, can achieve

considerable value in the firearms market.

Influence on Modern Firearm Design

The XP-100’s bullpup configuration and compact precision design influenced subsequent firearm

developments. Its legacy is evident in modern tactical rifles and specialized pistols that prioritize

accuracy and portability.

Innovative bolt-action pistol design1.

Wide range of caliber options2.

Compact and ergonomic layout3.

Strong presence in precision shooting sports4.

Enduring collector and enthusiast interest5.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Remington XP-100 and why is it significant in firearm

history?

The Remington XP-100 is a bolt-action pistol introduced in 1963, notable for being one of the first

successful long-range handgun designs, pioneering the concept of a pistol chambered in rifle calibers

for improved accuracy and range.

When was the Remington XP-100 first introduced and by which

manufacturer?

The Remington XP-100 was first introduced in 1963 by Remington Arms, an American firearms

manufacturer known for innovation in small arms.

What calibers were available for the Remington XP-100 during its

production?

The Remington XP-100 was chambered in several calibers including .221 Remington Fireball, .223

Remington, .222 Remington, and later models in more powerful calibers like 7mm-08 and .300

Winchester Short Magnum.

How did the design of the Remington XP-100 influence modern

handgun development?

The XP-100's innovative bolt-action design and use of rifle cartridges in a pistol format influenced the

development of long-range handguns and tactical pistols, inspiring designs focused on precision

shooting beyond typical handgun ranges.

When did production of the Remington XP-100 end and what replaced

it?

Production of the Remington XP-100 ended in 1998. It was succeeded by other precision handguns



and rifles, but no direct replacement model was made; however, its legacy continues in specialized

long-range pistols and rifles.

Additional Resources

1. The Legacy of the Remington XP-100: A Precision Rifle Revolution

This book explores the inception and development of the Remington XP-100, highlighting its innovative

design and impact on precision shooting. It covers the rifle's unique bolt-action mechanism and its role

in establishing the concept of the "pistol-caliber rifle." Richly illustrated with historical photos, this

volume provides enthusiasts with an in-depth look at one of Remington’s most iconic firearms.

2. Remington XP-100: The First Handgun Rifle

Delving into the origins of the XP-100, this book chronicles how Remington engineered what is widely

considered the first true handgun rifle. It explains the engineering challenges overcome by the

designers and how the rifle influenced future firearm developments. The narrative includes interviews

with original designers and early users, offering personal insights into the rifle’s history.

3. Precision and Innovation: The Story of the Remington XP-100

This detailed history focuses on the technological advancements that the XP-100 introduced to the

firearms industry. It discusses the rifle's ergonomic design, the introduction of new calibers for handgun

rifles, and its effectiveness in varmint hunting. The book also covers the legacy of the XP-100 in

modern tactical and sporting rifles.

4. Remington XP-100: From Concept to Classic

This comprehensive volume traces the XP-100 from its initial concept through its production run and

eventual status as a collectible classic. The book includes production data, variants, and the evolution

of its design over the years. Collectors and historians will find valuable information on serial numbers,

markings, and rarity.

5. The Remington XP-100 and Its Impact on Long-Range Handgun Shooting

Examining the XP-100's influence on long-range handgun shooting sports, this book details how the



rifle helped pioneer new shooting disciplines. It explores the ballistics of the calibers used and the

rifle’s customizability for competition shooters. Additionally, it features profiles of notable marksmen

who popularized the rifle in competitive circles.

6. Remington XP-100: Engineering a Modern Classic

This book provides a technical analysis of the Remington XP-100’s design, focusing on its engineering

innovations such as the bullpup-style layout and the use of handgun cartridges in a rifle platform.

Detailed schematics and mechanical breakdowns make this a must-read for gunsmiths and engineers

interested in firearm design history.

7. The Evolution of the Remington XP-100: Models, Calibers, and Collectibility

Covering the various models and caliber options produced throughout the XP-100’s history, this book

serves as a guide for collectors and enthusiasts. It discusses the transition from the original .221

Fireball to later calibers like the .223 Remington and 7mm-08. The book also addresses market values

and tips for identifying authentic models.

8. Remington XP-100: The Pistol Rifle that Changed Shooting Forever

This narrative-driven history highlights the cultural and practical impact of the XP-100 on shooting

sports and firearm design. It includes anecdotes from hunters, competitive shooters, and collectors

who attest to the rifle’s versatility and innovation. The book also explores how the XP-100 paved the

way for modern tactical and hunting rifles.

9. Handgun Hunting with the Remington XP-100

Focusing on the practical applications of the XP-100 in hunting scenarios, this book provides detailed

accounts of field use and hunting strategies. It emphasizes the rifle’s accuracy and portability, making

it a favorite among varmint hunters. The author shares tips on ammunition selection, sighting systems,

and maintenance for optimal performance.
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