real estate license exam texas

Real estate license exam Texas is a crucial step for individuals aspiring to become licensed real
estate professionals in the Lone Star State. With Texas being one of the largest and most dynamic
real estate markets in the United States, obtaining a real estate license not only opens doors to
various career opportunities but also equips individuals with the essential knowledge required to
navigate the complexities of the real estate industry. This article will guide you through the process
of preparing for the real estate license exam in Texas, covering everything from eligibility
requirements and exam details to study tips and resources.

Understanding the Real Estate License Exam in Texas

The Texas real estate license exam is administered by the Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC). It
consists of two main parts: the national portion and the state-specific portion. The exam assesses an
individual’s knowledge of real estate principles, practices, and laws that govern the industry in
Texas.

Eligibility Requirements

Before taking the exam, candidates must meet certain eligibility criteria:

1. Age: Candidates must be at least 18 years old.

2. Education: A high school diploma or equivalent is required.

3. Background Check: A criminal background check is mandatory. Individuals with felony
convictions or certain misdemeanors may have restrictions on obtaining a license.

4. Pre-Licensing Education: Candidates must complete 180 hours of approved real estate education,
which includes the following courses:

- Principles of Real Estate I (30 hours)

- Principles of Real Estate II (30 hours)

- Law of Agency (30 hours)

- Law of Contracts (30 hours)

- Real Estate Finance (30 hours)

- Promulgated Contracts (30 hours)

Exam Format and Content

The real estate license exam in Texas consists of:
- Total Questions: 130 questions (80 national and 50 state-specific)
- Duration: Candidates have 300 minutes to complete the exam.

- Passing Score: A minimum score of 70% is required to pass.

The content of the exam covers a variety of topics, including but not limited to:



- Real estate principles and practices

- Property ownership and land use controls
- Contracts and financing

- Agency relationships and responsibilities
- Texas real estate laws and regulations

Preparing for the Real Estate License Exam

Preparation is key to passing the real estate license exam. Here are some effective strategies to help
you succeed:

Study Materials

1. Textbooks and Course Materials: Use the materials provided during your pre-licensing courses,
including textbooks and online resources.

2. Online Courses: Consider enrolling in online exam prep courses that focus specifically on the real
estate license exam in Texas.

3. Practice Exams: Take advantage of practice exams to familiarize yourself with the format and
types of questions you will encounter.

Study Techniques

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying each week to ensure you cover all
topics systematically.

2. Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers who are also preparing for the exam. Discussing
concepts and quizzing each other can enhance understanding.

3. Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts to reinforce your memory.

Taking the Exam

Once you feel prepared, it's time to register for the exam. Follow these steps:

1. Register with TREC: Create an account on the TREC website and complete the registration
process.

2. Choose an Exam Date: Select a date and location for your exam. Be sure to schedule well in
advance, as slots may fill up quickly.

3. Pay the Exam Fee: The exam fee is typically around $60. Payment must be made during the
registration process.

4. Prepare Required Documents: Bring a valid photo ID and any other required documentation to the
exam.



Tips for Success on Exam Day

The day of the exam can be nerve-wracking, but with the right approach, you can increase your
chances of success:

1. Get Plenty of Rest: Ensure you have a good night’s sleep before the exam to stay alert and
focused.

2. Arrive Early: Arriving at the testing center early can reduce anxiety and give you time to get
settled.

3. Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to read each question thoroughly before selecting an
answer.

4. Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you have enough time to complete both
portions of the exam.

5. Stay Calm: If you encounter difficult questions, take a deep breath and move on. You can always
return to them later.

After the Exam

Once you have completed the exam, you will receive immediate feedback on your performance. If
you pass, you will receive instructions on how to apply for your real estate license. If you do not
pass, you can retake the exam after a waiting period.

Applying for Your License

To apply for your real estate license in Texas, follow these steps:

1. Complete the Application: Fill out the application form on the TREC website.

2. Submit the Required Fees: The licensing fee is approximately $200.

3. Provide Necessary Documentation: This includes proof of completion of pre-licensing education
and passing exam scores.

4. Schedule Fingerprinting: Complete the fingerprinting process for the background check.

Continuing Education and License Renewal

Once you obtain your real estate license, it’s important to stay compliant with Texas regulations.
This includes completing continuing education courses and renewing your license every two years.
Texas requires 18 hours of continuing education during each renewal period, which must include:

- 3 hours of TREC Legal Update
- 15 hours of electives



Conclusion

Obtaining a real estate license in Texas is a rewarding endeavor that requires dedication and
thorough preparation. By understanding the requirements, preparing effectively, and following the
guidelines outlined in this article, you can confidently approach the real estate license exam and
embark on a successful career in the Texas real estate market. Remember, the journey doesn’t end
with passing the exam; continuous learning and professional development are key to thriving in this
competitive field. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the minimum age requirement to take the real estate
license exam in Texas?

You must be at least 18 years old to take the real estate license exam in Texas.

How many hours of education are required before taking the
real estate license exam in Texas?

Texas requires a total of 180 hours of qualifying education to be completed before you can take the
real estate license exam.

What topics are covered in the Texas real estate license exam?

The exam covers various topics including real estate principles, finance, contracts, agency laws, and
property management.

How much does it cost to take the Texas real estate license
exam?

As of now, the exam fee is approximately $54, but this can vary, so it's best to check the Texas Real
Estate Commission website for the latest fees.

What is the passing score for the Texas real estate license
exam?

To pass the Texas real estate license exam, you must achieve a score of at least 70%.

Can I retake the Texas real estate license exam if I fail?

Yes, you can retake the Texas real estate license exam if you fail, but you must wait 24 hours before
scheduling a retake.



How long is the Texas real estate license exam?

The Texas real estate license exam consists of 150 questions and you have 240 minutes to complete
it.

Where can I take the Texas real estate license exam?

The exam is administered at Pearson VUE test centers located throughout Texas.

What identification do I need to bring to the Texas real estate
license exam?

You must bring a valid government-issued photo ID, such as a driver's license or passport, to the
exam.
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