reading comprehension questions the
devil and tom walker answers

Reading comprehension questions for "The Devil and Tom Walker" provide
insights into the themes, characters, and moral lessons of Washington
Irving's timeless tale. This short story, published in 1824, serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of greed, the perils of making deals with
the devil, and the folly of sacrificing one’s integrity for material gain.
Understanding the nuances of the text can be enhanced through thoughtful
comprehension questions that encourage deeper engagement with the narrative.
This article will explore key reading comprehension questions that can help
illuminate the story's deeper meanings and themes.

Overview of "The Devil and Tom Walker"

Washington Irving's "The Devil and Tom Walker" is set in early 18th-century
New England and revolves around the character of Tom Walker, a miserly man
who encounters the devil while wandering in a swamp. Tom's wife is equally
greedy and ambitious, and their relationship is marked by conflict and mutual
disdain. The story explores themes of greed, the consequences of making deals
with the devil, and the moral implications of one's choices.

Key Themes in "The Devil and Tom Walker"

Before delving into specific reading comprehension questions, it’s essential
to understand the central themes of the story. The key themes include:

Greed and Materialism: The characters' obsession with wealth leads to
their downfall.

The Consequences of Making Deals: The story warns of the dangers
associated with forging pacts with the devil.

Moral Corruption: The narrative illustrates how greed can corrupt one’s
values and relationships.

Hypocrisy: The story portrays the difference between outward appearances
and inner realities.



Reading Comprehension Questions

The following comprehension questions are designed to help readers analyze
and engage with "The Devil and Tom Walker." These questions can be
categorized into several sections, including character analysis, thematic
exploration, and moral implications.

Character Analysis

1. Describe Tom Walker's character. What are his primary traits, and how do
they influence his decisions throughout the story?

- Tom Walker is portrayed as a miserly and selfish man, whose greed drives
him to make a deal with the devil. His inherent traits lead him to prioritize
wealth over ethical considerations, ultimately resulting in his downfall.

2. How is Tom’s wife depicted in the story? What role does she play in Tom’s
fate?

- Tom’s wife is equally greedy and ruthless, representing the dangers of
avarice. Her desire for wealth leads her to confront the devil herself, but
her fate serves as a warning about the consequences of unchecked greed.

3. What does the character of the devil (0ld Scratch) represent in the story?
- The devil serves as a personification of temptation and moral corruption.
He represents the allure of wealth and the moral decay that accompanies it,
ultimately leading to destruction.

Thematic Exploration

1. What are the primary themes of "The Devil and Tom Walker"? How are they
developed throughout the story?

- The central themes of greed, moral corruption, and the consequences of
making deals with the devil are developed through the characters’ actions and
the narrative’s progression. Tom's transformation from a greedy man to a
desperate soul highlights the destructive power of greed.

2. How does Irving use symbolism in the story? Identify at least two symbols
and explain their significance.

- The swamp represents moral ambiguity and the dangers of temptation, while
the devil's presence symbolizes the consequences of giving in to greed. These
symbols enhance the story's cautionary message.

3. In what ways does "The Devil and Tom Walker" reflect the historical
context of early 19th-century America?

- The story reflects the American Romantic movement's fascination with the
supernatural and the moral dilemmas associated with the pursuit of wealth
during a time of economic expansion and social change.



Moral Implications

1. What moral lesson does "The Devil and Tom Walker" convey about greed and
ambition?

- The story serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating that the pursuit of
wealth at the expense of one’s integrity can lead to dire consequences. It
emphasizes the importance of valuing moral integrity over material gain.

2. How does Tom’s fate serve as a warning to others? What specific message
does Irving convey through the conclusion of the story?

- Tom’s ultimate downfall-being taken by the devil-serves as a warning about
the dangers of making Faustian bargains. Irving conveys that one cannot
escape the consequences of their choices, and that greed will ultimately lead
to ruin.

3. Discuss the significance of the ending of the story. How does it tie back
to the themes presented throughout?

- The ending reinforces the story's themes by showing that greed and a lack
of moral fiber will lead to inevitable punishment. Tom’s fate serves as a
powerful reminder that moral integrity should not be sacrificed for wealth.

Discussion Questions

In addition to comprehension questions, discussion questions can further
enrich the understanding of the story:

1. How does the setting of the story contribute to its overall mood and
themes?

2. What parallels can be drawn between Tom Walker and contemporary figures or
situations?

3. How does Irving’'s use of humor and satire affect the reader’s perception
of the characters and their actions?

Conclusion

Reading comprehension questions about "The Devil and Tom Walker" enrich the
reader's experience by prompting critical thinking and deeper analysis of the
text. This cautionary tale serves as a timeless reminder of the destructive
nature of greed and the importance of moral integrity. By exploring the
characters, themes, and moral lessons presented in the story, readers can
gain a more comprehensive understanding of Irving's work and its relevance in
today’'s society. Through engaging with these questions, readers are
encouraged to reflect on their values and the choices they make, ensuring
that the lessons of the past resonate with future generations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common themes explored in the reading
comprehension questions about 'The Devil and Tom
Walker'?

Common themes include greed, moral corruption, the consequences of making
deals with the devil, and the critique of Puritan society.

How does the character of Tom Walker reflect the
concept of moral ambiguity in the story?

Tom Walker embodies moral ambiguity as he is initially portrayed as greedy
and self-serving, but later seeks redemption, illustrating the complexities
of human nature.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The
Devil and Tom Walker' for understanding the text?

The dark, swampy setting symbolizes the moral decay and temptation associated
with wealth and greed, enhancing the story's themes and characters.

What type of reading comprehension questions are
typically asked about Tom Walker's character
development?

Questions often focus on how Tom's choices reflect his character arc, his
interactions with the devil, and how his eventual fate serves as a moral
lesson.

How can understanding the historical context of 'The
Devil and Tom Walker' aid in answering comprehension
questions?

Understanding the historical context, particularly the early 19th-century
attitudes towards wealth, morality, and religion, helps readers grasp the
social critiques embedded in the story.
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