
raymond chandler trouble is my business
raymond chandler trouble is my business stands as a quintessential example of hard-
boiled detective fiction that has left a lasting mark on the genre. This collection of short
stories by Raymond Chandler showcases the gritty, dark world of private investigator
Philip Marlowe, offering readers a glimpse into the complex narratives and sharp prose
that define Chandler's work. The stories encapsulate the essence of noir, combining
intricate plots with a moody atmosphere and morally ambiguous characters. This article
explores the background and significance of "Trouble Is My Business," its thematic
elements, Chandler's distinctive writing style, and the collection's impact on crime fiction
and popular culture. For enthusiasts and newcomers alike, understanding the nuances of
this work enriches the appreciation of Chandler's contribution to literature and the
detective genre.
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Background and Publication History
"Raymond Chandler trouble is my business" is a title that refers to a collection of seven
short stories featuring the iconic private detective Philip Marlowe. Originally published
between 1939 and 1947 in pulp magazines such as "Black Mask," these stories were later
compiled into a single volume in 1950. This collection marked a significant moment in
Chandler’s career, consolidating his reputation as a master of the hard-boiled detective
story. Chandler’s prose style, characterized by its sharp dialogue and vivid imagery,
helped elevate the pulp fiction genre to a more literary status.

Origins of the Collection
The stories included in "Trouble Is My Business" were initially written for pulp magazines,
where Chandler honed his craft in the demanding environment of serialized fiction. The
collection brought together some of his best-known short stories, including "Trouble Is My
Business," "The King in Yellow," and "The Curtain." These tales not only showcase
Chandler’s narrative skill but also his ability to create a coherent world populated by
recurring characters and motifs.



Publication Timeline
The original short stories were published over several years before being compiled. This
timeline reflects Chandler’s evolving style and thematic concerns:

1939 - Early stories published in "Black Mask"

1940-1947 - Additional stories appear in various pulp magazines

1950 - First collected edition of "Trouble Is My Business" released

Plot Overview and Key Stories
The stories in "Trouble Is My Business" follow Philip Marlowe as he navigates the seedy
underbelly of Los Angeles, tackling cases involving murder, betrayal, and complex human
emotions. Each story stands alone yet contributes to the overall characterization of
Marlowe as a principled yet flawed detective.

Synopsis of "Trouble Is My Business"
The titular story, "Trouble Is My Business," introduces Marlowe investigating a missing
husband case that quickly escalates into a web of deception and violence. The narrative is
marked by Chandler’s signature wit and atmospheric descriptions, immersing the reader
in the murky moral landscape of post-war Los Angeles.

Other Notable Stories
Among the other stories featured in the collection are:

"The King in Yellow" – A tale involving a mysterious manuscript and deadly
secrets.

"The Curtain" – A complex narrative that blends personal vendettas with
professional duty.

"Bay City Blues" – A story that highlights Marlowe’s cynical outlook on human
nature and justice.

Themes and Literary Style
"Raymond Chandler trouble is my business" embodies several recurring themes and
stylistic elements that define the hard-boiled detective genre. Chandler’s work is notable



for its nuanced exploration of morality, justice, and human frailty, wrapped in a tone of
cynical realism.

Major Themes
The collection delves into themes such as corruption, the ambiguity of good and evil, and
the isolation of the detective figure. Marlowe operates in a world where the lines between
right and wrong are blurred, reflecting broader social anxieties of Chandler’s time.

Chandler’s Writing Style
Chandler’s prose is celebrated for its sharpness, economy, and evocative imagery. His use
of similes and metaphors creates a vivid sense of place and character. The dialogue is
terse and often laced with irony, contributing to the gritty atmosphere. This style has
influenced countless writers in the detective and noir genres.

Raymond Chandler’s Influence on Detective
Fiction
Raymond Chandler’s contribution to detective fiction, as exemplified in "Trouble Is My
Business," has been profound and enduring. His creation of Philip Marlowe set a new
standard for the private eye archetype, blending toughness with introspection and a
personal code of ethics.

Defining the Hard-Boiled Genre
Chandler, along with contemporaries like Dashiell Hammett, helped define the hard-boiled
detective genre, characterized by morally complex characters and gritty urban settings.
"Trouble Is My Business" exemplifies these traits, influencing the narrative structures and
characterizations in subsequent crime fiction.

Legacy in Literature and Media
The impact of Chandler’s stories extends beyond literature into film, television, and
popular culture. The archetype of the cynical, lone detective navigating corruption owes
much to Chandler’s portrayal of Marlowe, making "Trouble Is My Business" a foundational
text in the genre.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact
The stories from "Trouble Is My Business" have inspired various adaptations and have
contributed significantly to the cultural understanding of noir and detective fiction. While



not all stories have been directly adapted, Chandler’s influence permeates crime dramas
and detective narratives worldwide.

Film and Television Adaptations
Several Philip Marlowe stories have been adapted into films and television episodes,
capturing the essence of Chandler’s storytelling. The atmospheric tone and complex
characters found in "Trouble Is My Business" have been emulated in numerous
productions, solidifying the collection’s place in popular culture.

Influence on Modern Crime Fiction
The themes and stylistic innovations of "Trouble Is My Business" continue to inspire
contemporary crime writers. The emphasis on mood, character depth, and moral
ambiguity remains a hallmark of quality detective fiction, tracing back to Chandler’s
pioneering work.

Key Contributions to Noir Culture
Elements from Chandler’s stories have become synonymous with noir, including:

The lone, world-weary detective

Urban decay and corruption

Complex female characters often labeled as femmes fatales

Atmospheric, moody settings

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Trouble Is My Business' by Raymond Chandler
about?
'Trouble Is My Business' is a collection of hard-boiled detective short stories featuring the
private investigator Philip Marlowe, showcasing Chandler's signature style of gritty crime
fiction and sharp dialogue.

When was 'Trouble Is My Business' first published?
'Trouble Is My Business' was first published in 1950 as a collection of Raymond Chandler's
short stories featuring Philip Marlowe.



Who is the main character in 'Trouble Is My Business'?
The main character in 'Trouble Is My Business' is Philip Marlowe, a tough, witty private
detective created by Raymond Chandler.

How does 'Trouble Is My Business' reflect Raymond
Chandler's writing style?
'Trouble Is My Business' exemplifies Raymond Chandler's writing style through its
atmospheric descriptions, sharp and witty dialogue, morally complex characters, and the
blend of mystery and noir elements.

Are the stories in 'Trouble Is My Business' connected or
standalone?
The stories in 'Trouble Is My Business' are standalone short stories, each featuring Philip
Marlowe solving different cases, but they share a consistent tone and style.

Is 'Trouble Is My Business' suitable for readers new to
Raymond Chandler?
Yes, 'Trouble Is My Business' is a great introduction to Raymond Chandler's work as it
showcases his storytelling and the character of Philip Marlowe in concise, engaging short
stories.

Has 'Trouble Is My Business' been adapted into films or
other media?
While specific stories from 'Trouble Is My Business' have inspired film noir and detective
media, there is no single prominent adaptation of the entire collection; however, Philip
Marlowe as a character has been widely adapted in films and television.

Additional Resources
1. The Big Sleep by Raymond Chandler
This classic hard-boiled detective novel introduces the private investigator Philip Marlowe.
Set in Los Angeles, Marlowe navigates a complex web of crime, blackmail, and murder
while investigating the wealthy Sternwood family. The story is known for its sharp
dialogue, intricate plot, and atmospheric depiction of 1930s California.

2. Farewell, My Lovely by Raymond Chandler
Another Philip Marlowe mystery, this novel follows the detective as he searches for a
missing woman who has ties to the criminal underworld. The narrative combines
suspense, danger, and Chandler’s trademark witty prose, revealing the dark side of Los
Angeles society.

3. The Long Goodbye by Raymond Chandler



Considered one of Chandler’s finest works, this novel explores themes of friendship,
loyalty, and corruption. Marlowe becomes embroiled in a complicated case involving a
troubled war veteran and a wealthy socialite, showcasing Chandler’s mature storytelling
and complex character development.

4. Killer Inside Me by Jim Thompson
This psychological thriller delves into the mind of a small-town deputy sheriff who harbors
violent and psychopathic tendencies. The novel offers a dark and disturbing look at crime
from the perspective of the perpetrator, contrasting with Chandler’s detective-centered
narratives.

5. The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett
A seminal work in the noir genre, this novel features private detective Sam Spade as he
becomes entangled in a hunt for a priceless statuette. The story’s intricate plot, morally
ambiguous characters, and sharp dialogue have influenced countless crime writers
including Chandler.

6. In a Lonely Place by Dorothy B. Hughes
This noir novel centers on a troubled World War II veteran suspected of being a serial
killer. The book’s psychological depth and moody atmosphere make it a compelling
companion to Chandler’s work, exploring themes of alienation and violence.

7. The Black Dahlia by James Ellroy
Inspired by a real-life unsolved murder, this novel is a dark, gritty exploration of crime in
post-war Los Angeles. Ellroy’s dense, stylized prose and complex characters echo the noir
tradition established by Chandler, making it a gripping read for fans of classic detective
fiction.

8. The Postman Always Rings Twice by James M. Cain
This hard-boiled crime novel tells the story of a drifter and a femme fatale who plot to
murder her husband. The narrative’s raw intensity, moral ambiguity, and exploration of
passion and betrayal align it closely with the themes found in Chandler’s work.

9. Strangers on a Train by Patricia Highsmith
A psychological thriller about two strangers who meet and agree to "swap" murders to
avoid suspicion. Highsmith’s suspenseful storytelling and exploration of guilt and identity
provide a different but complementary perspective to the detective mysteries of Chandler.
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