rakdos scam sideboard guide

rakdos scam sideboard guide is an essential resource for players looking to optimize their
sideboard strategies when piloting the Rakdos Scam deck. This article delves into the intricacies of
sideboarding, focusing on how to effectively counter various popular archetypes and enhance overall
deck performance. The Rakdos Scam deck, known for its aggressive and disruptive playstyle,
requires a well-considered sideboard to adapt to diverse matchups. Understanding key sideboard
cards, their purposes, and the rationale behind specific substitutions will elevate gameplay and
increase win rates. This comprehensive guide also explores strategic tips for post-board games and
how to anticipate opponents’ adaptations. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding of the Rakdos
Scam sideboard, enabling them to confidently navigate competitive environments.
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Understanding the Rakdos Scam Deck

The Rakdos Scam deck is a popular archetype in formats such as Pioneer and Modern due to its
blend of aggressive creatures, disruptive spells, and efficient removal. Centered around the colors
black and red, it leverages discard effects, burn spells, and resilient threats to overwhelm opponents
quickly. The deck’s name stems from the "scam" aspect, which often involves tricky interactions and
tempo plays that disrupt opponents’ plans while advancing its own board state. A well-constructed
sideboard is critical for this deck, as it must pivot to handle a wide array of opposing strategies
ranging from control decks to midrange and combo.

Key to mastering Rakdos Scam is understanding its strengths and vulnerabilities. While the deck
excels at early pressure and disruption, it can struggle against decks with heavy life gain, graveyard
hate, or efficient sweepers. The sideboard is designed to address these gaps and bolster the deck’s
resilience and adaptability in post-board games.

Key Sideboard Cards and Their Roles

The Rakdos Scam sideboard typically includes a mix of removal spells, targeted hate cards, and
situational tools that allow players to adapt to specific matchups. Knowing each card’s role helps
players make informed decisions on what to bring in or take out after the first game.



Removal and Disruption

Removal spells in the sideboard are essential for dealing with problematic creatures or artifacts that
the main deck cannot efficiently handle. Common choices include:

e Fatal Push: Effective against low-cost creatures and essential for maintaining early board
control.

¢ Kolaghan’s Command: Versatile removal that can also recur key cards or disrupt opponents’
hands.

e Blightning: Combines damage with discard, useful against control and midrange decks.

Anti-Graveyard Cards

Graveyard strategies can be problematic for Rakdos Scam due to recursion and card advantage.
Sideboard cards such as Tormod’s Crypt or Relic of Progenitus are often included to neutralize
these threats. These cards can be brought in against decks that rely heavily on graveyard
interaction, such as Dredge or Reanimator.

Life Gain and Stabilization Hate

Some decks rely on life gain to outlast Rakdos Scam’s aggressive onslaught. Cards like Chained to
the Rocks or Leyline of the Void help counter these strategies by either removing key creatures
or shutting down graveyard-based life gain synergies.

Artifact and Enchantment Removal

Artifacts and enchantments can disrupt Rakdos Scam’s game plan. Sideboard options such as
Abrade and Rakdos Charm provide flexible answers to problematic artifacts and enchantments,
ensuring the deck can maintain momentum.

Sideboarding Strategies Against Popular Matchups

Effective sideboarding requires understanding the opponent’s deck and adjusting your strategy
accordingly. This section covers common matchups and the corresponding sideboard approaches for
Rakdos Scam.

Against Control Decks

Control decks typically have numerous answers and counterspells. To combat this, the sideboard
may include:



¢ Duress or Thoughtseize to strip away key counterspells or finishers.
e Blightning to apply pressure and disrupt card draw.

e Increase the number of burn spells to close out games quickly.

Removing slower or less impactful cards in favor of more aggressive and disruptive options helps
maintain pressure against control opponents.

Against Aggro Decks

Facing other aggressive decks, Rakdos Scam players should focus on maximizing removal and
stabilization. Sideboarding strategies include:

e Bringing in additional removal such as Fatal Push and Chained to the Rocks.
¢ Adding cards that provide early life gain or damage mitigation.

e Cutting some of the slower or situational cards that do not impact the early board.

Against Midrange and Combo Decks

Midrange decks often present a complex challenge, balancing threats and interaction. The sideboard
should be adjusted to:

e Include graveyard hate cards like Relic of Progenitus.
e Increase disruption with discard spells.

 Bring in situational removal targeting specific threats.

Against combo decks, the focus is on disruption and quick clock spells, aiming to prevent the combo
from assembling.

Adapting Your Sideboard Based on Meta Trends

Meta-game shifts demand flexibility in sideboard construction. Monitoring tournament results and
popular decks allows players to tailor their sideboard to prevalent archetypes. Key considerations
include:

e Increasing hate cards for recurring threats like graveyard decks or artifact-based strategies.

¢ Adjusting the balance between removal and disruption based on the frequency of control or



aggro decks.

e Including versatile cards that perform well across multiple matchups.

Regularly updating the Rakdos Scam sideboard ensures the deck remains competitive and prepared
for evolving challenges.

Post-Board Play Tips for Rakdos Scam

Sideboarding is only part of the equation; effective post-board play is crucial for capitalizing on
adjustments. Key tips include:

¢ Prioritize threats and spells that directly counter the opponent’s strategy. This
improves the deck’s ability to close out games efficiently.

¢ Be mindful of resource management. Use discard and removal spells judiciously to
maintain pressure.

¢ Adapt your sequencing based on the new cards brought in. Some sideboard cards may
change your typical lines of play.

¢ Observe opponents’ responses carefully. Anticipate countermeasures to your sideboard
choices and plan accordingly.

Mastering post-board play enhances the effectiveness of the Rakdos Scam sideboard guide, leading
to more consistent success in competitive matches.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of a Rakdos Scam sideboard in
Modern?

The main purpose of a Rakdos Scam sideboard in Modern is to provide answers and support to the
primary deck strategy, which focuses on disruptive and aggressive plays using cards like Scrapheap
Scrounger and Faithless Looting, allowing the deck to adapt to different matchups and improve its
chances against control, combo, and midrange decks.

Which cards are commonly included in a Rakdos Scam
sideboard for dealing with control decks?

Common sideboard cards for dealing with control decks in Rakdos Scam include Leyline of the Void
to prevent graveyard hate, Collective Brutality for hand disruption, and Duress to strip away key
spells from opponents' hands.



How does the Rakdos Scam sideboard help against graveyard
hate?

The sideboard typically includes cards like Leyline of the Void or Nihil Spellbomb to counteract
graveyard hate, which is crucial because Rakdos Scam relies heavily on graveyard recursion and
synergy for its main strategy.

What are effective sideboard options for combating aggressive
matchups in Rakdos Scam?

Against aggressive decks, sideboard options such as Fatal Push, Lightning Bolt, or Anger of the Gods
are effective for removing early threats and stabilizing the board, helping Rakdos Scam maintain its
tempo and control.

Can Rakdos Scam sideboard include artifact or enchantment
removal, and why?

Yes, Rakdos Scam sideboard can include artifact and enchantment removal like Abrade or Rakdos
Charm to deal with problematic artifacts and enchantments that may hinder its strategy or provide
advantages to opponents.

How should a player adjust their Rakdos Scam sideboard
against combo decks?

Against combo decks, players should include disruptive cards such as Thoughtseize, Inquisition of
Kozilek, or Leyline of the Void in their sideboard to disrupt the opponent’s combo pieces and prevent
them from assembling their win conditions.

Is it advisable to include additional discard spells in the
Rakdos Scam sideboard?

Yes, including additional discard spells like Duress or Inquisition of Kozilek is advisable to increase
hand disruption capabilities, allowing the deck to better control the opponent’s options and protect
its own game plan.

How does sideboarding improve Rakdos Scam's overall
tournament performance?

Sideboarding allows Rakdos Scam to tailor its strategy to specific matchups by including targeted
hate cards and answers, improving consistency and resilience, which ultimately enhances its overall
performance and adaptability in tournament play.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Rakdos: The Ultimate Sideboard Strategy Guide



This book delves deep into the intricacies of building and optimizing a sideboard specifically for
Rakdos decks. It covers key card choices, matchup strategies, and how to anticipate popular meta
decks. Readers will gain insights into making tactical decisions that maximize the deck's aggressive
potential while mitigating weaknesses.

2. Rakdos Rampage: Sideboarding for Competitive Play

Focused on competitive Magic: The Gathering play, this guide provides detailed sideboard plans
tailored to Rakdos decks. It breaks down common opponents and explains how to adjust your deck to
counteract their strategies effectively. The book also includes tips on card selection and timing to
outmaneuver opponents during sideboarding phases.

3. Scam Tactics: Outsmarting Your Opponents with Rakdos Sideboards

Explore unconventional and deceptive sideboarding techniques that can give Rakdos players an
edge. This book discusses how to use bluffing and misdirection through sideboard choices to disrupt
your opponents’ expectations. It also highlights cards that can serve dual purposes, turning the tide
of matches unexpectedly.

4. The Art of Aggression: Rakdos Sideboard Essentials

An essential guide for players looking to maintain an aggressive playstyle while effectively managing
their sideboard. The book explains how to balance removal, disruption, and threats to keep pressure
on opponents after sideboarding. It also offers practical advice on adapting to various archetypes
commonly faced in tournaments.

5. Sideboard Synergy: Enhancing Rakdos Deck Performance

This title focuses on creating synergy between main deck and sideboard cards to enhance overall
deck performance. Readers will learn how to identify cards that complement the Rakdos playstyle
and how to integrate them seamlessly during sideboarding. The book also includes sample sideboard
lists for different metas.

6. Meta-Driven Sideboarding for Rakdos Players

Understanding the current meta is crucial, and this book provides detailed analysis of popular decks
and strategies that Rakdos players are likely to encounter. It offers sideboard recommendations to
counter specific threats and discusses how to adjust plans as the meta evolves. The guide is updated
regularly to reflect changes in competitive play.

7. Rakdos Sideboard Secrets: Winning Against the Odds

This book reveals lesser-known sideboard cards and strategies that can surprise opponents and
swing games in your favor. It includes anecdotes from top players and tournament reports to
illustrate effective sideboarding decisions. Readers will discover creative approaches to common
matchups that go beyond standard advice.

8. From Casual to Competitive: Building a Rakdos Sideboard

Ideal for players transitioning from casual to competitive play, this guide breaks down the
fundamentals of sideboarding for Rakdos decks. It explains the rationale behind card choices and
how to adapt your sideboard for different skill levels and play environments. The book also provides
practice drills to improve sideboarding skills.

9. Blazing Through the Meta: Fast and Furious Rakdos Sideboards

This book emphasizes speed and efficiency in sideboarding decisions, helping Rakdos players
maintain their aggressive edge. It offers quick-reference charts and sideboard templates for rapid
adjustments between games. The guide is perfect for players who want to streamline their



sideboarding process without sacrificing effectiveness.
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