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Question Paper of IAS Exam: The Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
examination, conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), is one
of the most prestigious and competitive examinations in India. It serves as a
gateway for candidates aspiring to serve in various civil services and is
renowned for its rigorous selection process. The question paper of the IAS
exam 1s meticulously designed to evaluate a candidate’s analytical skills,
general awareness, and decision-making abilities. This article delves into
the structure, types, and preparation strategies for the IAS exam question

paper.

Understanding the IAS Exam Structure

The IAS exam consists of three stages:

1. Preliminary Examination (Prelims)
2. Main Examination (Mains)
3. Personality Test (Interview)

Each stage has its own format and purpose, assessing different aspects of a
candidate's capabilities.

1. Preliminary Examination

The Preliminary Examination is the first stage of the IAS exam and comprises
two objective-type papers.

— General Studies Paper I: This paper tests candidates on a wide range of
topics, including:

— Current events of national and international importance

- History of India and Indian National Movement

— Indian and World Geography

— Indian Polity and Governance

— Economic and Social Development

- Environmental Ecology, Bio-diversity, and Climate Change

— General Science

— General Studies Paper II (CSAT): This paper is designed to test the
candidate's aptitude and comprehension abilities. It includes:

- Reading comprehension

- Logical reasoning and analytical ability

— Decision-making and problem-solving

- Basic numeracy and data interpretation

Both papers are scored, with General Studies Paper I being the determining

factor for qualifying for the Mains Examination, while Paper II is a
qualifying paper with a minimum required score.

2. Main Examination



The Main Examination is more comprehensive and consists of nine papers, of
which seven are counted for ranking purposes.

— Papers Included:

1. Essay: Candidates write an essay on a given topic, demonstrating their
ability to articulate thoughts clearly and concisely.

2. General Studies Paper I: Indian Heritage and Culture, History, and
Geography.

3. General Studies Paper II: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social
Justice, and International Relations.

4. General Studies Paper III: Technology, Economic Development, Bio-
diversity, Environment, Security, and Disaster Management.

5. General Studies Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude.

6. Optional Subject Paper I: Candidates choose an optional subject from a
list provided by UPSC.

7. Optional Subject Paper II: Continuation of the selected optional subject.

FEach paper is designed to evaluate a candidate’s depth of knowledge,
analytical abilities, and writing skills.

3. Personality Test (Interview)

The Personality Test is the final stage of the IAS selection process.
Candidates are interviewed by a panel of experts who assess their personality
traits, social skills, and overall suitability for a career in civil
services. The interview typically lasts for about 30 minutes to an hour.

Types of Questions in IAS Examination

The question papers of both the Preliminary and Main Examinations include
various types of questions to examine different skills and knowledge areas.

1. Objective Questions

— Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs): Common in the Prelims, these questions
require candidates to choose the correct answer from given options. They test
factual knowledge as well as conceptual understanding.

— Assertion and Reasoning: Candidates are presented with a statement
(assertion) and a reason. They must determine the correctness of both and how
they relate to each other.

2. Descriptive Questions

- Essay Questions: In the Mains, candidates must write essays that reflect
their analytical skills, knowledge, and articulation of ideas.

- Long—-Answer Questions: These require detailed explanations and in-depth
analysis of various topics, often demonstrating a candidate's understanding
of the subject matter.



3. Case Studies and Situational Questions

— Case Studies: Papers may include real-life scenarios requiring candidates
to apply ethical reasoning and decision-making skills.

— Situational Questions: These assess how candidates would respond to
specific situations they might encounter as civil servants.

Preparation Strategies for IAS Exam Question
Paper

Preparing for the IAS exam question paper demands a strategic approach and
disciplined study habits. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Understand the Syllabus

- Familiarize yourself with the syllabus for both the Prelims and Mains.
Knowing what to study is crucial for effective preparation.

2. Create a Study Plan

— Develop a structured timetable that allocates time for each subject,
including revision periods. Stick to this plan consistently.

3. Read Newspapers and Stay Updated

- Regularly read newspapers like The Hindu or Indian Express to stay informed
about current affairs, which are vital for both Prelims and Mains.

4. Refer to Standard Books

— Utilize recommended books and resources for various subjects. Some popular
books include:

— "Indian Polity" by M. Laxmikanth

— "Indian Economy" by Ramesh Singh

— NCERT textbooks for foundational knowledge

5. Practice Previous Years' Question Papers

- Solve previous years’ question papers to understand the exam pattern and
the types of questions asked. This also helps in time management during the
exam.



6. Take Mock Tests

- Enroll in coaching institutes or online platforms that provide mock tests.
This will help in assessing your preparation level and improving your speed
and accuracy.

7. Focus on Writing Skills

— Practice writing essays and answer writing for the Mains. Effective
communication is essential, so ensure clarity and coherence in your writing.

8. Join Study Groups

— Collaborate with peers for discussions and group studies. This can enhance
learning and provide different perspectives on various topics.

Conclusion

The question paper of IAS exam is designed to challenge candidates, ensuring
that only the most deserving individuals qualify to serve in the Indian
Administrative Service. Understanding the structure, types of questions, and
effective preparation strategies is crucial for success in this highly
competitive examination. With dedication, careful planning, and consistent
effort, aspirants can navigate the challenges of the IAS exam and achieve
their dream of serving the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the IAS exam question paper?

The IAS exam consists of three stages: Preliminary, Mains, and Interview. The
Preliminary exam has objective-type questions, while the Mains exam includes
subjective-type questions across various papers.

How many papers are there in the IAS Mains exam?

The IAS Mains exam consists of nine papers, which include two qualifying
papers, four General Studies papers, two optional subject papers, and one
essay paper.

Are there negative markings in the IAS Prelims
question paper?
Yes, there is negative marking in the IAS Preliminary exam. For every

incorrect answer, one-third of the marks assigned to that question will be
deducted.



What subjects are covered in the IAS Prelims question
paper?

The IAS Prelims question paper covers two subjects: General Studies I
(Current events, History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Environment, and

General Science) and General Studies II (CSAT - Comprehension, Interpersonal
skills, Logical reasoning, Decision-making, etc.).

How can candidates access previous years' IAS exam
question papers?
Candidates can access previous years' IAS exam question papers through the

official UPSC website or various educational platforms that offer study
materials and resources for IAS preparation.

What is the importance of solving previous IAS exam
question papers?
Solving previous IAS exam question papers helps candidates understand the

exam pattern, identify frequently asked topics, and improve time management
skills during the actual exam.

Is the IAS question paper available in multiple
languages?

Yes, the IAS question paper is available in multiple languages. The
Preliminary exam is conducted in English and Hindi, while Mains papers can be

attempted in any of the 22 scheduled languages, as per the candidate's
choice.
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