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Queens University of Charlotte MFA Creative Writing is a prestigious program that has carved
a niche for itself in the realm of higher education focused on the art of storytelling. Nestled in the
vibrant city of Charlotte, North Carolina, the program is designed to nurture aspiring writers,
offering an intimate, workshop-based environment where creativity can flourish. This comprehensive
article delves into the structure, faculty, curriculum, and unique features of the MFA Creative
Writing program at Queens University, providing an in-depth look at what makes it a sought-after
choice for emerging writers.

Overview of the MFA Program

The MFA Creative Writing program at Queens University of Charlotte is a low-residency program
that allows students to balance their writing endeavors with professional and personal commitments.
The program is designed for individuals who are passionate about writing and are looking to hone
their craft in a supportive and stimulating environment.

Program Structure

The program typically spans over two years and requires the completion of 48 credit hours. It
includes both residency and non-residency components, which are structured as follows:

- Residency Component: Students attend two residencies each year, during which they engage in
intensive workshops, lectures, and readings. These residencies provide opportunities for networking
with peers and faculty, as well as exposure to the literary community.

- Non-Residency Component: Between residencies, students work independently on their writing
projects, guided by faculty mentors. This phase emphasizes one-on-one feedback and personalized
instruction.

Core Curriculum

The curriculum is designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of various
genres and writing techniques. Key components include:

1. Workshops: Central to the MFA experience, workshops focus on fiction, poetry, creative
nonfiction, and other genres. Students submit their work for peer and instructor critique, fostering a
collaborative learning environment.

2. Literature Courses: Students explore classic and contemporary literature to gain insight into
different styles, themes, and narrative techniques that can inform their own writing.



3. Craft Classes: These classes delve into specific aspects of writing, such as character development,
plot structure, and voice. They help students refine their skills and develop a unique writing style.

4. Thesis Project: The culmination of the MFA program is a significant writing project, typically a
novel, collection of stories, or poetry manuscript. Students work closely with their mentors to
develop and refine their thesis, which is presented at the final residency.

Faculty Excellence

One of the standout features of the Queens University MFA Creative Writing program is its diverse
and accomplished faculty. The instructors are not only educators but also published authors who
bring a wealth of experience and insight into the classroom. Faculty members often include award-
winning writers, poets, and scholars, which enhances the learning experience for students.

Mentorship

The low-residency format allows for meaningful mentorship between students and faculty. Each
student is assigned a mentor who provides personalized guidance throughout the program. This
mentorship is crucial for navigating the challenges of the writing process and developing a
professional writing career.

Writing Community

The Queens University MFA program fosters a strong sense of community among its students and
faculty. This community is built on collaboration, support, and shared passion for literature.

Networking Opportunities

- Readings and Events: The program hosts various readings, workshops, and literary events that
allow students to showcase their work and engage with established authors and industry
professionals.

- Alumni Network: Graduates of the program become part of an extensive alumni network, which can
provide valuable connections and opportunities in the literary world.

Student Support Services

Queens University offers a range of support services for MFA students, including:

- Writing Centers: Dedicated spaces where students can seek feedback and assistance with their
writing.



- Career Services: Guidance on publishing, literary agents, and building a professional portfolio.
- Mental Health Resources: Access to counseling services to support students in managing the
stresses of academic life and the writing process.

Diversity and Inclusion

Queens University of Charlotte is committed to fostering a diverse and inclusive environment. The
MFA program actively seeks students from various backgrounds and experiences, recognizing that
diverse perspectives enrich the writing community.

Scholarships and Funding

To support this commitment, the program offers various scholarships and financial aid options to
ensure that talented writers from all walks of life can pursue their education without financial
barriers.

Location and Campus Experience

Located in the heart of Charlotte, the university provides students with access to a vibrant urban
environment rich in culture and creativity.

Charlotte as a Literary Hub

Charlotte is home to numerous literary events, festivals, and organizations that promote the arts.
The city's dynamic atmosphere inspires students and offers ample opportunities for engagement
with the broader literary community.

Campus Facilities

The campus features modern facilities, including:

- Libraries: Extensive collections of literary works and writing resources.
- Studios and Classrooms: Well-equipped spaces for workshops and classes, fostering a conducive
environment for learning.

Conclusion

The MFA Creative Writing program at Queens University of Charlotte stands out as a premier choice
for aspiring writers looking to develop their craft in a nurturing and intellectually stimulating



environment. With a comprehensive curriculum, exceptional faculty, and a vibrant literary
community, students are equipped with the skills and connections necessary to thrive in the world of
writing. The program not only emphasizes artistic growth but also prepares students for the
challenges of a professional writing career.

For those passionate about storytelling and eager to embark on a transformative journey, the MFA
Creative Writing program at Queens University of Charlotte offers an invaluable opportunity to
refine their voice and share their stories with the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of the MFA Creative Writing
program at Queens University of Charlotte?
The MFA Creative Writing program at Queens University of Charlotte includes a rigorous curriculum
that emphasizes craft, genre exploration, and individual mentorship. Students engage in workshops,
literature courses, and complete a thesis project, allowing for both creative development and critical
analysis.

How does the Queens University MFA program support diverse
voices in creative writing?
Queens University of Charlotte is committed to supporting diverse voices by encouraging a range of
perspectives in its workshops and through its faculty, which includes writers from various
backgrounds. The program also emphasizes inclusivity in its curriculum and promotes diverse
literary traditions.

What opportunities does the MFA Creative Writing program
offer for networking and professional development?
The program offers networking opportunities through guest lectures, readings, and workshops with
established authors and industry professionals. Additionally, students can participate in literary
events and gain access to internships and publishing opportunities that enhance their professional
development.

What unique features does the Queens University MFA
program offer compared to other MFA programs?
One unique feature of the Queens University MFA program is its low-residency format, allowing
students to maintain their personal and professional lives while engaging with the program. The
program also focuses on mentorship, pairing students with faculty for personalized guidance
throughout their studies.



What is the application process like for the MFA Creative
Writing program at Queens University?
The application process for the MFA Creative Writing program involves submitting an online
application, a writing sample, a statement of purpose, and letters of recommendation. The
admissions committee reviews applications holistically, considering the quality of the writing sample
and the applicant's potential for growth as a writer.
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