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Pyrex glassware has been a staple in kitchens since its inception in the early 1900s.
Known for its durability and versatility, Pyrex has produced a myriad of patterns and
styles that are cherished by collectors and home cooks alike. This comprehensive guide
aims to assist enthusiasts in identifying various Pyrex patterns, offering insights into their
history, features, and how to distinguish between them.

Understanding Pyrex: A Brief History

The Pyrex brand was introduced in 1915 by the Corning Glass Works, originally as a line
of kitchenware made from borosilicate glass. This type of glass is resistant to thermal
shock, making it ideal for baking and cooking. Over the years, Pyrex has evolved,
transitioning from its original clear glass to colorful and patterned designs. Collectors
often seek out vintage Pyrex pieces, which can be both functional and decorative.

Key Characteristics of Pyrex Patterns

When identifying Pyrex patterns, several key characteristics can help differentiate one
design from another. Here are some of the most important features to consider:

1. Color

Pyrex patterns come in a variety of colors, from vibrant hues to pastel shades. Some
popular color schemes include:

- Primary colors (red, blue, yellow)
- Earth tones (brown, orange, green)
- Pastel colors (pink, mint, lavender)

2. Design Motifs

The design motifs used in Pyrex patterns can range from floral to geometric shapes.
Common motifs include:

- Flowers and nature scenes
- Geometric patterns
- Holiday themes (e.g., Christmas, Halloween)



3. Type of Glass

Understanding the type of glass used in Pyrex can also aid in identification. There are
generally two types of glass found in Pyrex:

- Borosilicate Glass: Used in early Pyrex pieces, known for its heat resistance.
- Soda-Lime Glass: More common in modern Pyrex, often found in colorful and patterned
items.

Popular Pyrex Patterns and Their Identification

Here are some of the most recognizable and collectible Pyrex patterns, along with tips for
identifying them.

1. Gooseberry

Description: The Gooseberry pattern features a delicate design of gooseberries and leaves,
often in a combination of white and pink or turquoise.

Identification Tips:

- Look for the distinctive gooseberry motif.

- Found on various shapes, including mixing bowls and casseroles.
- Produced in the 1950s and highly sought after by collectors.

2. Cinderella Bowls

Description: The Cinderella Bowls are known for their unique handles and nesting design.
They often come in vibrant colors such as turquoise, red, and yellow.

Identification Tips:

- Check for the handle on one side.

- Look for nested sizes (often labeled as 1.5 qt, 2.5 qt, etc.).
- Commonly found with floral or geometric patterns.

3. Butterprint

Description: The Butterprint pattern features a charming design of blue cornflowers and
wheat sheaves. It is predominantly blue on a white background.

Identification Tips:
- Identify the blue floral motifs, which are iconic to this design.
- Originally produced in the 1950s, often on mixing bowls and casseroles.



- Look for the “Pyrex” brand stamped on the bottom.

4. Friendship

Description: The Friendship pattern showcases a whimsical design of people and animals,
usually in shades of orange and yellow.

Identification Tips:

- Look for the playful figures that depict friendship and togetherness.
- The backdrop is typically white or clear.

- Popular in the 1970s, making it a vintage favorite.

5. Snowflake Garland

Description: This pattern features white snowflakes on a colored background, typically
blue or red, evoking a festive winter theme.

Identification Tips:

- Check for the snowflake motif, which appears in various sizes.
- Often found on mixing bowls and storage containers.

- Originally released in the 1950s and revived in later years.

How to Care for Your Pyrex Collection

Proper care is essential to maintain the integrity of your Pyrex items, especially if they are
vintage or collectible. Here are some tips for caring for your Pyrex collection:

1. Cleaning

- Use mild dish soap and warm water for everyday cleaning.
- Avoid abrasive cleaners that can scratch the surface.
- For tough stains, soak the item in baking soda and water before scrubbing gently.

2. Storage

- Store Pyrex items in a cool, dry place to avoid thermal shock.
- Nest bowls with cloth or paper towels in between to prevent scratching.
- Keep lids separate to avoid warping or breakage.



3. Handling

- Avoid sudden temperature changes, such as moving from the freezer to a hot oven.
- Use oven mitts when handling hot Pyrex to prevent burns.
- Inspect your pieces regularly for cracks or chips, as these can weaken the glass.

Joining the Pyrex Community

If you are interested in expanding your Pyrex collection, consider joining local or online
communities. These groups can provide valuable resources for identifying patterns,
sharing tips, and trading or selling items. Here are some ways to get involved:

1. Online Forums

- Join Pyrex-focused groups on social media platforms like Facebook or Instagram.
- Participate in online forums dedicated to vintage kitchenware.

2. Local Collectors’ Clubs

- Look for local collectors' clubs that might host events or meet-ups.
- Attend antique shows or flea markets where Pyrex items are sold.

3. Resources and Literature

- Read books and guides on Pyrex collecting to deepen your knowledge.
- Follow blogs or YouTube channels that focus on Pyrex collections and restoration.

Conclusion

The world of Pyrex is rich with history and artistry, making it a fascinating subject for both
collectors and casual users. By understanding the key characteristics and popular
patterns, you can enhance your ability to identify and appreciate Pyrex pieces. Whether
you are a seasoned collector or just beginning your journey, this Pyrex pattern
identification guide serves as a valuable resource for navigating the colorful and diverse
world of Pyrex glassware. Happy collecting!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Pyrex pattern identification guide?

A Pyrex pattern identification guide is a resource that helps collectors and enthusiasts
identify different patterns of Pyrex glassware. It typically includes images, descriptions,
and historical context for various patterns.

How can I identify the pattern of my Pyrex dish?

To identify the pattern of your Pyrex dish, compare it to images in a Pyrex pattern
identification guide, noting details like color, design motifs, and the shape of the dish.
Check for any markings or stamps on the bottom of the piece as well.

What are some popular Pyrex patterns from the 1950s?

Some popular Pyrex patterns from the 1950s include 'Butterfly Gold', 'Spring Blossom
Green', and 'Crazy Daisy'. These patterns are highly sought after by collectors.

Are all Pyrex patterns marked with a specific name?

Not all Pyrex patterns are marked with a specific name. While many patterns have
recognizable names, some older or less common designs may not have a designated name,
making identification more challenging.

Where can I find a comprehensive Pyrex pattern
identification guide?

You can find comprehensive Pyrex pattern identification guides in books dedicated to
glassware collecting, online databases, and websites specializing in vintage kitchenware.
Social media groups and forums are also great resources.

What key features should I look for in a Pyrex pattern
when identifying it?
When identifying a Pyrex pattern, look for key features such as color scheme, design

elements (like floral or geometric patterns), the shape of the dish, and any unique
decorative accents or finishes.

How has the value of Pyrex patterns changed over time?

The value of Pyrex patterns has fluctuated over time, with certain patterns becoming
highly collectible and valuable due to nostalgia, rarity, and demand among collectors.
Popular patterns can fetch higher prices at auctions and antique shops.



Can modern Pyrex be confused with vintage patterns?

Yes, modern Pyrex can sometimes be confused with vintage patterns, as some
contemporary designs mimic the styles of older patterns. To differentiate, check the
production marks and compare the quality and details of the glass.

What online resources are best for learning about Pyrex
patterns?

Some of the best online resources for learning about Pyrex patterns include dedicated
collector websites, Etsy for vintage sales, Facebook groups for collectors, and blogs that
focus on glassware history and identification.
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