
puzzle of evil solution
Puzzle of evil solution is a philosophical and theological inquiry that seeks to address the problem
of evil in the context of a world governed by an all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-good deity. This
conundrum has perplexed thinkers for centuries and has generated a myriad of responses from
various philosophical, theological, and ethical perspectives. This article delves into the nature of the
problem of evil, explores different solutions that have been proposed, and evaluates their strengths
and weaknesses.

The Nature of the Problem of Evil

The problem of evil can be categorized into two primary types: moral evil and natural evil.

Moral Evil

Moral evil refers to the suffering and harm caused by human actions. Examples include violence,
theft, and deceit. This type of evil raises questions about human free will and the moral
responsibility of individuals for their actions. If God is all-good, why does He allow humans to
commit acts that lead to suffering?

Natural Evil

Natural evil encompasses suffering caused by natural disasters, diseases, and other phenomena that
are not directly attributable to human actions. This raises additional questions: If God is omnipotent
and benevolent, why does He permit earthquakes, floods, and illnesses that cause widespread
suffering?

Philosophical Responses to the Puzzle of Evil

Throughout history, various philosophers and theologians have attempted to provide answers to the
puzzle of evil. The following are some of the most notable responses:

Theodicy

A theodicy is an attempt to justify God's goodness and omnipotence in the face of evil. Prominent
theodicies include:

1. Augustinian Theodicy: St. Augustine argued that evil is not a substance or being in itself but
rather a privation of good (privatio boni). According to this view, God created the world good, and



evil entered through the misuse of free will by humans. Thus, evil is a consequence of human choices
rather than a creation of God.

2. Irenaean Theodicy: Irenaeus proposed that God allows evil as a means of soul-making. This
perspective posits that the existence of evil and suffering enables individuals to develop virtues such
as courage, empathy, and resilience. In this view, life's challenges serve a greater purpose in
shaping humanity.

3. Process Theology: This view, associated with philosophers like Alfred North Whitehead and
Charles Hartshorne, suggests that God is not omnipotent in the classical sense. Instead, God is seen
as evolving along with creation and cannot unilaterally prevent evil but can influence and persuade
creation toward good.

Free Will Defense

The free will defense, championed by thinkers like Alvin Plantinga, posits that the existence of free
will is necessary for genuine love and moral responsibility. This defense argues that God, valuing
human freedom, allows individuals to choose between good and evil. The potential for moral evil is a
consequence of this freedom. While this explanation addresses moral evil, it does not fully account
for natural evil.

The Role of Suffering and Evil in Human Experience

Examining the role of suffering and evil in human experience can provide additional insights into the
puzzle.

The Existential Perspective

Existential philosophers, such as Jean-Paul Sartre and Fyodor Dostoevsky, have explored the
implications of suffering and evil on human existence. They argue that suffering can lead to a deeper
understanding of life and the human condition. Through confronting evil, individuals can find
meaning and purpose, even in the most challenging circumstances.

The Theological Perspective

From a theological standpoint, some argue that suffering can bring individuals closer to God.
Experiences of hardship can lead to spiritual growth, fostering a deeper relationship with the divine.
This perspective emphasizes the idea of faith being tested and refined through trials, echoing
themes found in sacred texts across various religions.



Contemporary Responses to the Puzzle of Evil

In modern discourse, new approaches to the problem of evil have emerged, influenced by
advancements in psychology, science, and social thought.

Evolutionary Theodicy

Evolutionary theodicy posits that suffering and evil are necessary components of an evolving world.
Proponents argue that the process of evolution, characterized by competition and survival, results in
natural evils. Thus, the existence of suffering is an inherent part of the growth and development of
life.

The Social and Political Dimensions of Evil

Contemporary philosophers and ethicists also emphasize the social and political dimensions of evil.
They argue that systemic injustices and societal structures contribute significantly to human
suffering. Addressing issues such as poverty, racism, and inequality is seen as essential for
combating moral evil. This perspective calls for a collective responsibility to create a just society.

Evaluating the Solutions to the Puzzle of Evil

While numerous solutions to the puzzle of evil exist, each has its strengths and weaknesses.

Strengths of Theodicies

- Logical Structure: Theodicies provide a logical framework for understanding the coexistence of
God and evil.
- Moral Responsibility: The free will defense emphasizes human agency and moral responsibility,
encouraging individuals to take ownership of their actions.
- Existential Value: The recognition that suffering can lead to growth and deeper existential
understanding offers a hopeful perspective.

Weaknesses of Theodicies

- Inadequate Explanation of Natural Evil: Many theodicies struggle to satisfactorily explain the
existence of natural evil, as these events often occur independently of human choice.
- Emotional Toll: The idea that suffering is a necessary path to growth can feel dismissive to those
experiencing profound pain, as it may seem to trivialize their suffering.
- Crisis of Faith: The existence of seemingly gratuitous evil can lead individuals to question their
faith, as they grapple with the implications of a good and powerful God allowing such suffering.



Conclusion

The puzzle of evil remains one of the most profound and challenging philosophical and theological
dilemmas. While various solutions have been proposed, none provide a definitive answer that
satisfies all concerns related to moral and natural evil. The discourse surrounding this issue
encourages ongoing exploration and dialogue, prompting individuals to reflect on the nature of
suffering, free will, and the divine. Ultimately, grappling with the puzzle of evil can lead to a richer
understanding of the human experience and the complexities of faith. The search for answers may
not yield definitive solutions, but it fosters a deeper contemplation of the moral and existential
dimensions of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'puzzle of evil' in philosophical discourse?
The 'puzzle of evil' refers to the challenge of reconciling the existence of evil and suffering in the
world with the belief in an all-powerful, all-knowing, and benevolent deity.

How do theodicies attempt to solve the puzzle of evil?
Theodicies are philosophical arguments that aim to justify God's goodness despite the presence of
evil, often suggesting that evil serves a greater purpose or that free will is necessary for genuine
love and moral growth.

What role does free will play in discussions of the puzzle of
evil?
Free will is often cited as a key factor in the puzzle of evil, where the ability of humans to make
choices allows for the existence of moral evil, which would not be possible without the capacity for
free will.

Can natural disasters be considered a solution to the puzzle of
evil?
Some argue that natural disasters can be understood as a part of the world's natural laws,
suggesting that the existence of a physical universe with laws inevitably leads to suffering, though
this does not fully resolve the puzzle.

What is the 'soul-making' theodicy in relation to the puzzle of
evil?
The 'soul-making' theodicy, proposed by philosopher John Hick, suggests that challenges and
suffering are necessary for spiritual growth and character development, thus providing a purpose to
the existence of evil.



How do atheists approach the puzzle of evil?
Atheists often argue that the presence of evil is incompatible with the existence of an all-good deity,
suggesting instead that the universe is indifferent to human suffering, which leads to a rejection of
theistic explanations.

What is the 'problem of gratuitous evil' and how does it relate
to the puzzle of evil?
The 'problem of gratuitous evil' questions why unnecessary suffering exists if an omnipotent and
benevolent God exists, challenging the adequacy of traditional theodicies to fully explain the
presence of such evil.

What philosophical movements have emerged in response to
the puzzle of evil?
Philosophical movements such as process theology and open theism have emerged, proposing
alternative views of God that allow for change and growth in divine nature, thus offering different
frameworks to understand the puzzle of evil.
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