
pursuit of god study guide
Pursuit of God study guide is a valuable resource for anyone looking to
deepen their understanding of A.W. Tozer's classic work, "The Pursuit of
God." This book has inspired countless individuals to seek a more intimate
relationship with God by emphasizing the importance of a heartfelt pursuit of
His presence. This study guide aims to provide insights, discussion points,
and practical applications to help readers navigate the profound themes
presented in Tozer's writing. By engaging with the material thoughtfully,
readers can enhance their personal spiritual journey and explore the
transformative power of pursuing God.

Understanding the Pursuit of God

Tozer’s "The Pursuit of God" was first published in 1948, and it has remained
influential among Christian readers. The book is structured around the idea
that God is always seeking a relationship with humanity, and it is our
responsibility to respond to that divine call. Tozer stresses that true
fulfillment comes not from the material world but from seeking a deeper
connection with God.

Theological Foundations

1. Immanence and Transcendence of God
- Tozer emphasizes that God is both immanent (close and personal) and
transcendent (beyond human understanding). Recognizing these attributes is
crucial in our pursuit of Him.

2. The Nature of God
- Understanding God’s character—His love, holiness, and justice—is
fundamental to grasping why we should pursue Him.

3. The Role of Faith
- Faith is portrayed as the bridge that connects humanity with the divine.
Tozer encourages readers to cultivate a deep and abiding faith.

Key Themes of the Book

- Desire for God: The central premise of Tozer's work is that there is an
innate desire within every human being to seek God. This longing can manifest
in various ways, including dissatisfaction with worldly pursuits.

- The Importance of Solitude: Tozer discusses the necessity of solitude in
the pursuit of God. He argues that distractions hinder our ability to hear



God’s voice.

- Spiritual Hunger: Tozer urges readers to cultivate a spiritual hunger,
fostering a desire for a deeper experience of God’s presence.

Using the Study Guide Effectively

To make the most of the pursuit of God study guide, follow these structured
approaches:

1. Read and Reflect

- Daily Reading: Break the book down into manageable sections. Aim to read a
chapter or a specific number of pages each day.
- Journaling: Keep a journal to jot down insights, questions, and reflections
that arise during your reading. This personal dialogue can deepen your
understanding.

2. Discussion Questions

Engage with a group or a study partner. Here are some discussion questions to
consider:

1. What does seeking God mean to you personally?
2. How can you identify distractions in your life that hinder your pursuit of
God?
3. In what ways can solitude enhance your relationship with God?

3. Practical Applications

- Create a Quiet Space: Designate a specific area in your home where you can
spend time in prayer and meditation.
- Establish a Routine: Set aside time each day to read scripture and pray,
making it a non-negotiable part of your schedule.
- Engage in Worship: Participate in worship services, sing hymns, or listen
to worship music that draws you closer to God.

Exploring Each Chapter

To enhance comprehension, this section provides a brief overview of each
chapter in "The Pursuit of God" with corresponding study guide insights.



Chapter 1: Following Hard After God

- Summary: Tozer opens with the notion that pursuing God requires effort and
determination. He emphasizes that God is not passive in His interactions with
humanity.

- Study Guide Insight: Reflect on what it means to "follow hard" after God.
How can you embody this pursuit in your daily life?

Chapter 2: The Blessedness of Possessing Nothing

- Summary: Here, Tozer discusses the freedom that comes from relinquishing
material possessions and desires. True fulfillment lies in spiritual wealth.

- Study Guide Insight: Consider areas in your life where materialism may be
hindering your relationship with God. What steps can you take to minimize
these distractions?

Chapter 3: Removing the Veil

- Summary: Tozer describes the barriers that often mask God’s presence in our
lives. He encourages readers to remove these veils through repentance and a
sincere heart.

- Study Guide Insight: Identify any veils in your life that prevent you from
experiencing God’s presence. How can you work to remove these barriers?

Chapter 4: Apprehending God

- Summary: Tozer elaborates on the idea of knowing God personally and
intimately. He asserts that intellectual knowledge must be complemented by
heartfelt experience.

- Study Guide Insight: How do you balance intellectual understanding with
experiential knowledge of God?

Chapter 5: The Universal Presence

- Summary: This chapter explores the omnipresence of God and the implications
it has for those who pursue Him. God is always near, and His presence can be
experienced everywhere.

- Study Guide Insight: Reflect on times when you have felt God’s presence.



How can you cultivate an awareness of His nearness in your daily life?

Building a Community of Pursuit

The pursuit of God is often best experienced in community. Here are some ways
to build connections with others on the same journey:

- Join a Study Group: Find or create a group focused on spiritual growth and
the teachings of Tozer. Sharing insights can enrich your understanding.

- Attend Workshops or Retreats: Look for events that center around spiritual
growth and the themes of "The Pursuit of God." These experiences can provide
new perspectives and encouragement.

- Engage in Service: Serving others can often lead to a deeper understanding
of God’s love and presence. Look for opportunities to volunteer in your
community or church.

Conclusion

The pursuit of God study guide is an essential tool for navigating the rich
content of A.W. Tozer's "The Pursuit of God." Through careful reading,
reflection, and community engagement, readers can unlock the profound truths
contained within the text. The journey of pursuing God is deeply personal and
transformative, offering fulfillment and joy that transcends worldly
pursuits. As readers immerse themselves in Tozer's work, they are encouraged
to actively seek a closer relationship with God, embracing both the
challenges and rewards that come with this sacred journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Pursuit of God' study
guide?
The main theme is the deepening of one's relationship with God through
intentional pursuit and spiritual disciplines.

Who is the author of the 'Pursuit of God' study
guide?
The study guide is based on the book 'The Pursuit of God' written by A.W.
Tozer.



What kind of topics are covered in the 'Pursuit of
God' study guide?
The guide covers topics such as the nature of God, the importance of faith,
the role of prayer, and the meaning of true worship.

Is the 'Pursuit of God' study guide suitable for
group studies?
Yes, it is designed for both individual and group studies, providing
discussion questions and reflection prompts.

How can the 'Pursuit of God' study guide enhance
personal spiritual growth?
It offers structured insights and practical exercises that encourage readers
to reflect on their faith and engage more deeply with God.

What are some recommended practices while using the
'Pursuit of God' study guide?
Practices include prayer, journaling, and meditative reading to foster a more
immersive experience.

What is a key takeaway from the 'Pursuit of God'
study guide?
A key takeaway is the understanding that pursuing God is a lifelong journey
that requires dedication, humility, and a willingness to learn.

Can the 'Pursuit of God' study guide be used in
different denominations?
Yes, the principles and teachings in the guide are applicable across various
Christian denominations.

How does the 'Pursuit of God' study guide address
modern spiritual challenges?
It provides insights and guidance on navigating contemporary issues like
secularism, distractions, and the search for authenticity in faith.
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