purdue mens basketball ncaa tournament
history

Purdue men's basketball NCAA tournament history is a rich tapestry woven with
triumphs, heartbreaks, and a relentless pursuit of excellence. The Purdue
Boilermakers, representing Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana, have
carved out a significant legacy in NCAA basketball since the tournament's
inception in 1939. As one of the most storied programs in college basketball,
Purdue has consistently been a competitive force in the NCAA tournament,
boasting numerous appearances, deep runs, and a passionate fanbase that has
supported the team through thick and thin.

Early Years and Establishment (1939-1970)

Purdue's journey in the NCAA tournament began in the early years of the
event. The Boilermakers made their first appearance in the tournament in
1939, Jjust a year after its inception.

Initial Appearances

— 1939: Purdue reached the semifinals of the inaugural tournament, showcasing
their potential early on. The team, guided by coach Ward Lambert, lost to the
University of Oregon but secured a third-place finish by defeating the
University of Oklahoma.

— 1940s: The team had sporadic success during the 1940s, making intermittent
appearances but failing to advance deep into the tournament.

Purdue's early NCAA tournament years were marked by the establishment of a
competitive spirit and a foundation for future success.

The 1970s: Rise to Prominence

The 1970s was a transformative decade for Purdue men's basketball. Under the
leadership of coach George King and later, the legendary coach Bob Dwyer, the
Boilermakers began to emerge as a powerhouse in college basketball.

Notable Tournament Runs

- 1970: Purdue made a significant run to the Final Four, showcasing the
skills of stars like Rick Mount. They ultimately finished third after
defeating the University of New Mexico.

— 1974: The team made another deep run, reaching the Elite Eight but falling
short against the University of North Carolina.

The 1970s laid the groundwork for the Boilermakers’ identity as a program
that could compete at the highest levels of NCAA basketball.



The 1980s: Consistency and Continued Success

The 1980s saw Purdue maintain its status as a formidable contender in NCAA
basketball. Under the helm of coach Gene Keady, the Boilermakers became a
regular fixture in the tournament, known for their tough defense and
disciplined play.

Key Highlights

- 1980: Purdue reached the Sweet Sixteen.

— 1984: The team advanced to the Elite Eight, displaying a strong roster that
included players like Joe Barry Carroll.

- 1987: Purdue made a significant mark by reaching the Sweet Sixteen once
again, solidifying its position as a consistent tournament team.

During this decade, Purdue became known for its effective recruitment and
development of talent, producing several NBA players who would go on to have
successful careers.

The 1990s: The Search for a Championship

The 1990s proved to be a decade of near-misses for Purdue, as the program
continued to seek its first NCAA championship. The Boilermakers made several
tournament appearances and came tantalizingly close to achieving their
ultimate goal.

Key Tournament Appearances

- 1994: Purdue reached the Sweet Sixteen but fell to the University of
Massachusetts.

- 1996: The Boilermakers advanced to the Elite Eight, led by star player
Glenn Robinson, but were defeated by the University of Kentucky.

- 1998: Purdue made a strong tournament run and reached the Sweet Sixteen for
the third time in the decade.

While the 1990s were not marked by a championship, the Boilermakers
consistently demonstrated their ability to compete at a high level.

The 2000s: A New Era

The new millennium brought fresh hope and talent to Purdue basketball. With
the hiring of head coach Matt Painter in 2005, the program began to
experience renewed success.

Significant Tournament Runs

— 2007: Purdue reached the Sweet Sixteen, showing promise for the future.



— 2009: The Boilermakers advanced to the Elite Eight, led by standout
performances from players like E'Twaun Moore and Robbie Hummel.

The 2000s marked a revitalization of the program, as Purdue began to attract
top-tier recruits and establish itself as a perennial NCAA tournament
participant.

2010s: The Pursuit of Glory

The 2010s were characterized by both highs and lows for Purdue men's
basketball. The team consistently made appearances in the NCAA tournament but
struggled to make a significant impact.

Key Highlights

— 2010: Purdue reached the Sweet Sixteen but faced a tough loss to Duke
University.

— 2017: The Boilermakers advanced to the Sweet Sixteen, continuing their
tradition of competitiveness.

- 2019: Purdue made a historic run to the Elite Eight, defeating the
defending champions, Virginia, before narrowly losing to Texas Tech in the
Final Four.

The 2010s solidified Purdue's reputation as a formidable opponent in the NCAA
tournament, showcasing the program's resilience and determination.

2020s: Recent Developments

As of 2023, Purdue continues to be a prominent force in NCAA basketball.
Under the leadership of coach Matt Painter, the Boilermakers have maintained
their status as a top program.

Recent Tournament Performances

— 2021: Purdue reached the Sweet Sixteen, marking another successful
tournament run.

— 2022: The Boilermakers made headlines with a strong performance, showcasing
their talent and depth.

Purdue's commitment to excellence remains unwavering, and the Boilermakers
continue to aspire for their first NCAA championship.

Purdue's NCAA Tournament Legacy

Over the years, Purdue men's basketball has built an impressive NCAA
tournament legacy characterized by:

— Consistent Appearances: The Boilermakers have made over 30 NCAA tournament



appearances, establishing themselves as a perennial contender.

- Elite Players: Purdue has produced numerous NBA players and All-Americans,
contributing to its success on the national stage.

— Passionate Fanbase: Purdue's dedicated fanbase provides unwavering support,
creating an electric atmosphere during tournament games.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Purdue men's basketball NCAA tournament history is a
remarkable journey filled with ups and downs, triumphs and disappointments.
From their early years to their recent successes, the Boilermakers have
consistently demonstrated their competitiveness and resilience. With a strong
foundation and a commitment to excellence, Purdue men’s basketball is poised
to continue its pursuit of glory on the NCAA tournament stage for years to
come. The legacy of the Boilermakers is not just about the wins and losses;
it’s about the spirit of the game and the unwavering support of a community
that stands behind its team.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times has Purdue men's basketball appeared
in the NCAA tournament?

As of 2023, Purdue men's basketball has appeared in the NCAA tournament 50
times.

What is Purdue's best finish in the NCAA tournament?

Purdue's best finish in the NCAA tournament came in 1980 and 1987, when they
reached the Final Four.

Who is the all-time leading scorer for Purdue in NCAA
tournament history?

The all-time leading scorer for Purdue in NCAA tournament history is Glenn
Robinson, who scored 295 points during his tournament appearances.

In what year did Purdue last reach the NCAA
tournament's Elite Eight?

Purdue last reached the Elite Eight in 2019.

How many Big Ten championships has Purdue men's
basketball won leading up to the 2023 NCAA
tournament?

Purdue men's basketball has won a total of 24 Big Ten championships as of
2023.



Who was Purdue's head coach during their most
successful NCAA tournament runs?

Gene Keady was the head coach during Purdue's most successful NCAA tournament
runs in the 1980s.

What notable upset did Purdue face in the NCAA
tournament?

One notable upset occurred in 2016 when Purdue was defeated by 13-seed Little
Rock in the first round.

What is the nickname of Purdue's basketball arena and
how does it relate to their tournament history?

Purdue's basketball arena is called Mackey Arena, and it has a rich history
of hosting games that have contributed to their NCAA tournament success.
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