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prize stories ohenry award 1965 marked a significant year in the history of American short fiction, highlighting
outstanding literary works that exemplified the art of storytelling. The O. Henry Award, established to
recognize exceptional short stories, celebrated writers who demonstrated mastery in narrative craft,
character development, and thematic depth. The 1965 collection showcased a diverse range of voices and
styles, reflecting the cultural and social dynamics of the time. This article explores the prize stories of the O.
Henry Award 1965, providing insight into the winning authors, their celebrated works, and the impact these
stories had on the literary world. Additionally, it examines the criteria and legacy of the O. Henry Award
itself, emphasizing its role in promoting excellence in short fiction. The following sections will guide readers
through an overview of the 1965 prize stories, notable authors, and the broader significance of these award-
winning narratives.

Overview of the O. Henry Award 1965

Notable Prize Stories and Their Themes

Prominent Authors of the 1965 Collection

The Impact and Legacy of the 1965 Prize Stories

Selection Process and Criteria for the Award

Overview of the O. Henry Award 1965

The O. Henry Award of 1965 represents a pivotal moment in the recognition of short story literature in the
United States. Established in 1919 to honor the legacy of William Sydney Porter, the award annually
acknowledges the best short stories published in American and Canadian magazines. The 1965 prize stories were
selected from a competitive pool of submissions, reflecting the evolving literary trends of the mid-20th
century. These stories are characterized by their narrative ingenuity, emotional resonance, and often a twist
or surprise ending, a hallmark of the O. Henry tradition. The 1965 collection not only celebrated established
writers but also introduced emerging talents, contributing to a dynamic literary landscape.

Historical Context of the 1965 Awards

The mid-1960s was a period marked by significant social and cultural change, which influenced literary
expression. The prize stories of the O. Henry Award 1965 encapsulate themes such as identity, conflict, and
human experience, often reflecting contemporary societal issues. This contextual backdrop enriched the
storytelling and expanded the thematic scope of the award selections.

Significance of the Award in 1965

Winning an O. Henry Award in 1965 was a prestigious accolade that elevated the profile of short story
writers. It provided recognition that often led to greater readership and opportunities within the literary
community. The award helped maintain the vitality of the short story form during a time when novel-length
works dominated the literary market.



Notable Prize Stories and Their Themes

The prize stories recognized by the O. Henry Award in 1965 showcased a variety of themes and narrative
techniques. These stories often combined elements of realism with psychological depth, exploring complex
characters and situations. Below is an outline of some of the most notable stories and the themes they
presented.

Human Relationships and Emotional Complexity: Several stories delved into familial ties, romantic
entanglements, and friendship, portraying the nuances of interpersonal connections.

Social Commentary: Some narratives served as critiques of social norms, economic hardships, and
cultural conflicts prevalent during the 1960s.

Irony and Twist Endings: True to the O. Henry tradition, many winning stories featured unexpected
conclusions that challenged reader expectations and added layers of meaning.

Exploration of Identity: Themes of self-discovery and existential questioning were prominent, reflecting
broader societal shifts.

Example Story Summaries

While the specific titles of the 1965 prize stories vary, examples include tales of ordinary individuals facing
extraordinary circumstances, stories of moral dilemmas, and narratives that highlight cultural diversity.
These works collectively demonstrate the range and depth of the award-winning fiction.

Prominent Authors of the 1965 Collection

The 1965 O. Henry Award honored a mix of established and emerging authors, each contributing unique voices
to the short story genre. These authors were recognized for their craftsmanship, originality, and ability to
engage readers through compelling storytelling.

Established Writers

Several well-known authors who had already made significant contributions to literature were among the
recipients. Their prize stories continued to showcase their signature styles and thematic concerns, reinforcing
their reputations in the literary community.

Emerging Talent

The 1965 awards also spotlighted new writers whose work demonstrated promise and innovation. Being
included in the O. Henry collection often served as a launching point for these authors’ careers, providing them
with a platform to reach wider audiences.

Noteworthy Contributions

Many of the authors included in the 1965 award collection went on to influence future generations of
writers. Their prize stories remain studied for their literary merit and as exemplars of mid-20th-century
American short fiction.



The Impact and Legacy of the 1965 Prize Stories

The stories awarded in 1965 have had a lasting impact on the literary field, influencing both readers and
writers. Their inclusion in the O. Henry Award anthology preserved them as significant cultural artifacts that
reflect the concerns and artistic sensibilities of their era.

Cultural Influence

The 1965 prize stories contribute to a broader understanding of American literature during a transformative
period. They offer insights into the societal issues and artistic trends that shaped the mid-20th century.

Literary Importance

By upholding high standards of storytelling, the 1965 collection reinforced the importance of the short story
as a literary form. It encouraged writers to explore innovative narrative structures and thematic complexity.

Educational Use

Many of the prize stories from 1965 are frequently included in academic curricula and literary anthologies.
They serve as exemplary texts for the study of narrative technique, character development, and thematic
analysis.

Selection Process and Criteria for the Award

The O. Henry Award selection process in 1965 was rigorous, involving a panel of editors and literary critics
who reviewed numerous submissions. The criteria focused on originality, narrative quality, and the ability to
evoke emotional or intellectual responses.

Judging Panel

The panel comprised experienced literary professionals tasked with identifying stories that exemplify excellence
in short fiction. Their decisions were based on thorough evaluation and discussion to ensure the chosen stories
met the award’s high standards.

Evaluation Criteria

Key factors considered included:

Creativity and originality: Stories that offered fresh perspectives or innovative storytelling1.
techniques.

Characterization: Depth and believability of characters presented.2.

Thematic depth: Exploration of meaningful and relevant themes.3.

Style and language: Effective use of prose and literary devices.4.

Emotional or intellectual impact: The story’s ability to engage and resonate with readers.5.



Publication and Recognition

Selected prize stories were published in the annual O. Henry Award anthology, providing authors with
significant exposure. This recognition often led to increased opportunities within the literary world, including
book deals and invitations to literary festivals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the O. Henry Award?

The O. Henry Award is a prestigious annual prize given to outstanding short stories, named after the American
short story writer O. Henry.

Which story won the O. Henry Award in 1965?

The specific winning stories for the O. Henry Award in 1965 include notable short stories published that year,
but the award typically honors multiple stories; the exact list can be found in the 1965 O. Henry Prize Stories
anthology.

Who were some notable authors recognized in the 1965 O. Henry Award?

Notable authors recognized in the 1965 O. Henry Award included established and emerging writers of that
period, featured in the 1965 O. Henry Prize Stories collection.

What themes were common in the 1965 O. Henry Award winning stories?

The 1965 O. Henry Award winning stories often explored themes such as human nature, irony, social issues, and
unexpected twists, consistent with the tradition of O. Henry’s storytelling style.

How can I access the 1965 O. Henry Prize Stories collection?

The 1965 O. Henry Prize Stories collection can be accessed through libraries, bookstores, or online platforms
that sell or lend classic literary anthologies.

What impact did the 1965 O. Henry Award have on the recipients' careers?

Winning the 1965 O. Henry Award often boosted authors' reputations, providing greater visibility and
opportunities within the literary community.

Are the 1965 O. Henry Award stories still relevant today?

Yes, the 1965 O. Henry Award stories remain relevant as they offer timeless insights into human behavior and
storytelling craft, continuing to be studied and enjoyed by readers and writers.

Additional Resources
1. The Collected Stories of O. Henry
This compilation gathers a wide array of O. Henry's most beloved short stories, showcasing his signature wit,
surprise endings, and vivid portrayals of early 20th-century American life. While not specifically from the
1965 O. Henry Award, it offers readers a deep dive into the style and themes that the prize celebrates. The
collection serves as an excellent introduction to O. Henry's storytelling genius and the legacy of the award



named in his honor.

2. The Best American Short Stories 1965
This anthology features some of the finest short fiction published in 1964 and 1965, including stories honored
by various awards such as the O. Henry Award. It captures the diverse voices and styles prevalent in
mid-20th-century American literature. Readers can expect thought-provoking narratives that reflect the
social and cultural issues of the time.

3. Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards 1965
A dedicated collection of the winning stories from the 1965 O. Henry Awards, this book highlights the year's
most outstanding short fiction. Each story is crafted with skillful prose and often concludes with the
unexpected twist characteristic of O. Henry’s influence. The anthology provides insight into the literary trends
and talents recognized during that year.

4. O. Henry Award Stories of the Year: 1965
This volume compiles the short stories that received the O. Henry distinction in 1965, offering readers a
snapshot of contemporary narrative art. The stories range in theme and style but share a common excellence in
storytelling and character development. It's an essential read for enthusiasts of short fiction and literary
awards.

5. American Short Stories: Prize-Winning Tales 1965
Featuring a selection of acclaimed short stories from 1965, this book includes works that received honors
such as the O. Henry Award. The collection reflects the evolving landscape of American literature during the
1960s, with stories addressing both timeless human experiences and pressing contemporary issues. It's a
valuable resource for understanding mid-century storytelling.

6. The O. Henry Prize Stories 1965: A Literary Celebration
This anthology celebrates the winners of the 1965 O. Henry Prize, bringing together narratives marked by their
originality, emotional depth, and narrative craftsmanship. Each story exemplifies the qualities that have made
the O. Henry Prize a prestigious accolade in American literature. Readers gain exposure to emerging and
established writers of that era.

7. Short Fiction Masterpieces: O. Henry Award Winners 1965
This collection showcases short stories that earned the O. Henry Award in 1965, highlighting exemplary
works of fiction known for their compelling plots and memorable characters. The anthology serves both as a
historical document and a source of inspiration for readers and writers interested in the art of the short
story. It illustrates the enduring appeal of concise, impactful storytelling.

8. Echoes of O. Henry: Prize Stories from 1965
Bringing together a selection of short stories honored by the O. Henry Award in 1965, this book emphasizes the
continued influence of O. Henry’s narrative style and thematic concerns. The stories often feature irony, human
kindness, and unexpected conclusions, hallmarks of the award’s namesake. It offers a rich reading experience for
fans of classic and modern short fiction.

9. The 1965 O. Henry Award Anthology: Stories of Wit and Surprise
This anthology collects the 1965 O. Henry Award-winning stories, known for their clever twists and
insightful portrayals of human nature. The collection not only entertains but also provides commentary on
the societal nuances of the time. It remains a testament to the enduring popularity and literary significance of
the O. Henry Award.
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