
prince eric little mermaid voice
Prince Eric Little Mermaid voice has become an iconic aspect of Disney’s animated
classic, "The Little Mermaid." Released in 1989, this film marked the beginning of a new era
for Disney animation and introduced audiences to memorable characters and unforgettable
songs. Among these characters is Prince Eric, the handsome prince who captures the heart
of Ariel, the mermaid. The voice behind Prince Eric not only brought depth to the character
but also contributed to the film's overall success. In this article, we will explore the
significance of Prince Eric’s voice, the actor who portrayed him, and the impact it has had
on Disney's legacy.

The Voice Behind Prince Eric

Prince Eric's voice was provided by actor and singer, Christian Bale. However, many may be
surprised to learn that the singing voice was actually performed by Jodi Benson, who also
voiced Ariel. This duality of voice performances is a notable aspect of animation,
highlighting how different talents can come together to create a cohesive character.

Christian Bale: The Speaking Voice

Christian Bale's involvement in "The Little Mermaid" as Prince Eric's speaking voice helped
establish the character as a charming and relatable prince. Here are some key points about
his contribution:

- Charismatic Persona: Bale’s voice brought a charismatic quality to Prince Eric, making him
a character that audiences could easily fall in love with. His delivery of lines was both
engaging and authentic, which helped to build a connection between Prince Eric and Ariel.

- Character Development: The way Bale voiced Prince Eric allowed for a nuanced portrayal.
He conveyed emotions such as love, bravery, and determination, which are essential for a
protagonist in a romantic story.

- Timeless Appeal: The combination of Bale's voice with the character's design contributed
to Prince Eric's lasting appeal. Even decades after the film's release, audiences still
remember him fondly.

Jodi Benson: The Singing Voice

While Christian Bale provided the speaking voice, it was Jodi Benson who lent her vocal
talents for Prince Eric’s songs. This duality has sparked interest in how voice acting works in
animated films. Here’s a closer look at Jodi Benson’s contribution:

- Vocal Range: Benson is known for her impressive vocal range, which she showcased in the
film's musical numbers. Her ability to convey emotion through song helped elevate Prince



Eric’s character and make his romantic feelings for Ariel more tangible.

- Iconic Songs: One of the most memorable songs featuring Prince Eric is “Kiss the Girl.”
The enchanting melody and lyrics, combined with Benson’s beautiful voice, created a
magical moment in the film that has remained a favorite among fans.

- Legacy of Collaboration: Benson's collaboration with Bale exemplifies how teamwork in
voice acting can produce memorable characters. Their combined efforts resulted in a
portrayal of Prince Eric that is beloved by audiences around the world.

The Impact of Prince Eric's Voice on Disney's
Legacy

The voice of Prince Eric has played a crucial role in shaping Disney's legacy, particularly in
the realm of animated films. Here are several ways in which his character has made an
impact:

1. Reinvention of Disney Heroes

- Charming yet Vulnerable: Prince Eric is portrayed as charming, yet he also displays
vulnerability. This blend of traits marked a shift in how Disney heroes were characterized,
making them more relatable and multidimensional.

- Romantic Archetype: He set a standard for future Disney princes, embodying the ideal
romantic partner who supports the heroine's journey while also having personal growth.

2. Influence on Future Animations

- Musical Integration: The seamless integration of singing voices into character portrayals
was further developed in subsequent Disney films. This technique has become a hallmark
of Disney animation, making musical elements a vital part of storytelling.

- Diverse Voice Casting: The practice of casting different actors for speaking and singing
roles has become more common in animated films, allowing for a diverse array of talents to
shine through.

3. Merchandising and Cultural Impact

- Merchandising Success: Prince Eric, along with other characters from "The Little Mermaid,"
has been a focal point for merchandise, from toys to clothing. His appealing voice and
character design have contributed to the ongoing popularity of these products.



- Cultural References: Prince Eric’s character and voice have been referenced in various
forms of media, showcasing the impact he has had on popular culture.

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of Prince Eric's
Voice

In conclusion, the Prince Eric Little Mermaid voice is a blend of talent that has left an
indelible mark on Disney's legacy. Christian Bale's speaking voice and Jodi Benson's singing
voice created a character that resonates with audiences even today. The impact of their
performances can be seen in the continued popularity of "The Little Mermaid" and the
influence it has had on subsequent Disney films. Through the charm and depth brought to
Prince Eric, Disney has created a timeless character that continues to capture the hearts of
new generations. As we celebrate the magic of Disney, it’s essential to recognize the
importance of voice acting and how it contributes to the storytelling process, making
characters like Prince Eric unforgettable.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who voiced Prince Eric in Disney's 'The Little Mermaid'?
Prince Eric was voiced by actor and singer Christopher Daniel Barnes in the original 1989
animated film.

Did Prince Eric's character have a singing voice in 'The
Little Mermaid'?
Yes, Prince Eric sang in several songs, with his singing voice provided by singer-songwriter
Jodi Benson, who also voiced Ariel.

Are there any differences in Prince Eric's voice in the
Broadway adaptation of 'The Little Mermaid'?
Yes, in the Broadway adaptation, Prince Eric was voiced by actor and singer Sean Palmer,
who brought a different interpretation to the character.

What songs does Prince Eric sing in 'The Little
Mermaid'?
Prince Eric sings 'Her Voice' and 'Kiss the Girl' in the animated film, showcasing his longing
for Ariel.



Did Prince Eric's voice actor perform any other
significant roles?
Christopher Daniel Barnes, the voice of Prince Eric, is also known for his role as Spider-Man
in the 1990s animated series.

Is there a significant change in Prince Eric's voice in the
live-action adaptation of 'The Little Mermaid'?
Yes, in the upcoming live-action adaptation, Prince Eric is portrayed by Jonah Hauer-King,
who brings his own vocal style to the character.

How did fans react to Prince Eric's voice in the original
film?
Fans have generally praised Christopher Daniel Barnes' portrayal of Prince Eric, noting his
charming and romantic vocal delivery.

What impact did Prince Eric's voice have on the
character's popularity?
Prince Eric's voice contributed to his popularity as a romantic lead, making him a
memorable character in Disney's pantheon of princes.
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