
preterite stem changing verbs practice
Preterite stem changing verbs practice is an essential topic for students of the Spanish
language, especially those aiming to gain fluency and a deeper understanding of verb
conjugations. In Spanish, the preterite tense is used to express actions that have been
completed in the past. While many verbs in the preterite tense follow regular conjugation
patterns, there are also several stem-changing verbs that require special attention. This
article will explore what preterite stem-changing verbs are, how they differ from their
present tense counterparts, and provide various practice exercises to reinforce learning.

Understanding Preterite Stem Changing Verbs

In Spanish, stem-changing verbs are those verbs that undergo a vowel change in their stem
when conjugated in certain tenses. The preterite tense features a unique set of stem-
changing verbs, which typically only change in the third person singular and plural forms
(él/ella/usted and ellos/ellas/ustedes).

Types of Stem Changes

There are several types of stem changes that can occur in the preterite tense:

1. e to i: These verbs change the vowel 'e' in the stem to 'i'.
- Example: pedir (to ask for) → él pidió
2. o to u: These verbs change the vowel 'o' in the stem to 'u'.
- Example: morir (to die) → él murió
3. e to ie: This type does not occur in the preterite tense as it does in the present tense, but
verbs like sentir (to feel) have an e to i change.
- Example: sentir → él sintió

Common Preterite Stem Changing Verbs

To effectively practice preterite stem changing verbs, it is crucial to familiarize yourself with
some of the most common verbs that change in the preterite tense. Below is a list of
frequently used preterite stem-changing verbs:

1. Pedir (to ask for)
- él/ella/usted pidió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes pidieron

2. Servir (to serve)
- él/ella/usted sirvió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes sirvieron



3. Dormir (to sleep)
- él/ella/usted durmió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes durmieron

4. Morir (to die)
- él/ella/usted murió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes murieron

5. Sentir (to feel)
- él/ella/usted sintió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes sintieron

6. Preferir (to prefer)
- él/ella/usted prefirió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes prefirieron

7. Repetir (to repeat)
- él/ella/usted repitió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes repitieron

8. Divertirse (to have fun)
- él/ella/usted se divirtió
- ellos/ellas/ustedes se divirtieron

Conjugation Patterns

The conjugation of preterite stem-changing verbs follows certain patterns that are
consistent across verbs with similar endings. Here’s a breakdown:

1. -ir verbs: Most stem-changing verbs in the preterite are -ir verbs, and their endings are:
- yo: -í
- tú: -iste
- él/ella/usted: -ió
- nosotros: -imos
- vosotros: -isteis
- ellos/ellas/ustedes: -ieron

2. Example Conjugation: Let's take pedir as an example.
- Yo pedí
- Tú pediste
- Él pidió
- Nosotros pedimos
- Vosotros pedisteis
- Ellos pidieron



Practice Exercises

To become proficient in using preterite stem-changing verbs, it’s important to engage in
practice exercises. Below are various types of exercises to help reinforce your
understanding.

Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in the preterite tense.

1. Ayer, ella __________ (pedir) ayuda a su amigo.
2. Los niños __________ (dormir) toda la noche.
3. Mis padres __________ (preferir) ir a la playa.
4. El profesor __________ (servir) la comida en la escuela.

Multiple Choice

Choose the correct preterite form of the verb for each sentence.

1. Ellos __________ (sentir/sentieron) mucha alegría.
- a) sentir
- b) sintieron

2. Tú __________ (repetir/repetiste) la lección bien.
- a) repetiste
- b) repetió

3. La abuela __________ (morir/murió) el año pasado.
- a) morió
- b) murió

Translation Exercise

Translate the following sentences to Spanish, using the appropriate preterite stem-
changing verbs:

1. They asked for help.
2. He served dinner.
3. We felt happy.
4. She preferred to stay home.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

When practicing preterite stem-changing verbs, students often make certain errors. Here
are some common mistakes and tips on how to avoid them:

1. Using Regular Conjugation: Remember that stem-changing verbs do not follow the
regular preterite patterns in the third person. Always check the stem change.

2. Confusing tenses: Ensure you are using the preterite tense rather than the imperfect
tense. The preterite is used for completed actions, while the imperfect is for ongoing
actions or background descriptions.

3. Neglecting Pronouns: In Spanish, it’s essential to include subject pronouns for clarity,
especially when the subject is not clear from the verb conjugation alone.

Conclusion

In summary, mastering preterite stem-changing verbs is vital for anyone learning Spanish.
These verbs play a significant role in everyday communication and storytelling. By
understanding the patterns, practicing with exercises, and avoiding common mistakes,
learners can enhance their proficiency in the language. Regular practice and exposure to
these verbs in context will help solidify your understanding and ability to use them
effectively. Whether through writing, speaking, or listening, integrating preterite stem-
changing verbs into your practice will undoubtedly lead to improved fluency and confidence
in Spanish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are preterite stem changing verbs?
Preterite stem changing verbs are verbs that undergo a change in their stem when
conjugated in the preterite tense, specifically in the third person forms (él, ella, usted, ellos,
ellas, ustedes).

Which types of verbs have stem changes in the
preterite tense?
Only -ir verbs have stem changes in the preterite tense. Common examples include sentir
(sintió, sintieron) and dormir (durmió, durmieron).

What are the common stem changes for -ir verbs in the
preterite?
The common stem changes for -ir verbs in the preterite tense are e to i and o to u. For



example, 'pedir' changes to 'pidió' and 'morir' changes to 'murió'.

How do you conjugate the verb 'preferir' in the
preterite tense?
'Preferir' in the preterite tense is conjugated as: yo preferí, tú preferiste, él/ella/usted
prefirió, nosotros preferimos, ellos/ellas/ustedes prefirieron.

Can you give an example of a sentence using a
preterite stem changing verb?
Sure! 'Ella sintió mucha alegría al recibir la noticia.' (She felt a lot of joy upon receiving the
news.)

Are there any irregularities in the preterite tense for
stem changing verbs?
Yes, in addition to stem changes, -ir verbs also have irregular endings in the preterite
tense, which differ from regular -ar and -er verb conjugations.

How can I practice preterite stem changing verbs
effectively?
You can practice by completing conjugation exercises, writing sentences using these verbs,
and engaging in conversation or flashcards that focus on preterite stem changing verbs.
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