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When considering whether to introduce children to films with intense themes
and graphic content, parents often seek guidance. "Predator 2," the 1990
sequel to the iconic 1987 film "Predator," is one such movie that merits a
closer examination. Directed by Stephen Hopkins and starring Danny Glover,
the film takes the alien hunter from the jungle of Central America to the
urban sprawl of Los Angeles. This article serves as a comprehensive parents
guide, detailing the movie's content, themes, and potential impact on younger
viewers.

Overview of Predator 2

"Predator 2" continues the story of the extraterrestrial creature known as
the Predator, who hunts humans for sport. Set in a future version of Los
Angeles, the film portrays a city rife with gang violence, police corruption,
and a sense of impending chaos. The main character, Lieutenant Mike Harrigan
(played by Danny Glover), finds himself embroiled in a deadly game of cat-
and-mouse with the Predator as he investigates a series of gruesome murders.

Content Rating and Themes

"Predator 2" is rated R by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA).
This rating indicates that the film contains material that may be unsuitable
for children under 17, and parental guidance is strongly advised. Here’s a
breakdown of the key content that contributes to this rating:

Violence and Gore

The film prominently features scenes of graphic violence and gore, which are
characteristic of the action-horror genre. Some aspects parents should
consider include:

Brutal murders and dismemberment of characters.

Blood and gore depicted in various scenes, including the Predator's
violent methods of killing.

Gun violence, including shootouts between police and gang members.



Scenes involving the Predator's advanced weaponry, leading to
significant collateral damage.

Given the graphic nature of the violence, parents should assess their child's
sensitivity to such content before allowing them to watch the film.

Language

The film contains strong language, including frequent use of profanity. Some
instances of language include:

Racial slurs and derogatory terms.

Expletives used in moments of stress and tension.

This language may not be suitable for younger viewers, and parents might want
to address this aspect when discussing the film with their children.

Sexual Content

While "Predator 2" does not explicitly focus on sexual content, there are
suggestive themes and brief instances that may warrant discussion. Elements
include:

Suggestive remarks made by characters.

Implied sexual situations without graphic details.

Parents should consider whether they are comfortable discussing these themes
with their children.

Psychological Impact

Beyond the explicit content, "Predator 2" presents themes that could evoke
various emotional responses in viewers. These themes include:



Fear and Paranoia

The presence of the Predator instills a sense of fear and paranoia throughout
the film. The creature embodies a relentless force, which may resonate with
children who are sensitive to horror or suspenseful scenarios. Discussing the
feelings of fear and how to cope with them might be beneficial for younger
viewers.

Morality and Ethics

The film raises questions about morality, particularly in its portrayal of
law enforcement and justice. The complex character of Lieutenant Harrigan
grapples with the ethical implications of his actions in the face of
overwhelming violence. Parents may want to engage in discussions about the
moral dilemmas presented in the film.

Target Audience

While "Predator 2" may seem appealing to young action fans due to its
thrilling sequences and science fiction elements, it is important to
recognize its intended audience. The film is primarily targeted at adults and
older teens who can handle its mature themes and graphic content. Factors
influencing its target audience include:

The film's franchise: Following the original "Predator," viewers may1.
have expectations regarding content that align with adult interests.

The action-horror genre: The blend of action and horror appeals more to2.
mature audiences seeking intense experiences.

Character complexity: The depth of the characters and the moral3.
questions they face may be better understood by older viewers.

Parents should consider these elements when deciding if the film is
appropriate for their children.

Alternatives to Predator 2

For parents seeking films that provide similar thrills but with less graphic
content, consider the following alternatives:



Action Without Gore

1. Jurassic Park (1993) - While it includes suspense and some intense scenes,
it is generally less graphic than "Predator 2."
2. Men in Black (1997) - Combines action, humor, and science fiction without
excessive violence.
3. The Incredibles (2004) - A family-friendly superhero film that offers
action and adventure suitable for younger audiences.

Science Fiction with Less Intensity

1. Star Wars: A New Hope (1977) - A classic space opera that introduces
adventure without the graphic violence.
2. WALL-E (2008) - An animated film that explores themes of love and
environmentalism in a futuristic setting.

These alternatives can serve as a bridge to understanding the action and
science fiction genres without the adult themes found in "Predator 2."

Conclusion

In summary, "Predator 2" is a film that incorporates elements of horror,
action, and science fiction, making it a thrilling but intense viewing
experience. Its R rating and graphic content necessitate careful
consideration by parents before allowing children to watch it. Discussions
about the film’s themes, characters, and moral dilemmas can help children
process and understand its content better. Ultimately, parents must weigh
their child's maturity level and sensitivity to violence when deciding if
"Predator 2" is suitable for their viewing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the age rating for 'Predator 2'?
The film 'Predator 2' is rated R for strong violence and language.

Is 'Predator 2' suitable for children?
Due to its R rating, 'Predator 2' is generally not considered suitable for
children. Parents should use discretion.



What are the main themes of 'Predator 2'?
The main themes include survival, violence, and the struggle between predator
and prey.

How intense are the violence and gore in 'Predator
2'?
The film contains graphic violence and intense scenes, including killings and
bloodshed.

Does 'Predator 2' contain strong language?
Yes, the film features strong language throughout, which may not be
appropriate for younger viewers.

Are there any sexual content or nudity in 'Predator
2'?
While there are some suggestive scenes, there is minimal nudity in the film.

What should parents be aware of before watching
'Predator 2' with their teens?
Parents should be aware of the film's violent content, strong language, and
mature themes.

Is there any drug use depicted in 'Predator 2'?
Yes, the film includes scenes that reference drug use and drug-related
violence.

What can parents discuss with their teens after
watching 'Predator 2'?
Parents can discuss the implications of violence, the morality of survival in
extreme situations, and the difference between fiction and reality.
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