
practical argument 2nd edition kirszner
practical argument 2nd edition kirszner is a widely recognized textbook designed to enhance
students’ critical thinking and argumentative writing skills. This edition, authored by Stephen Kirszner
and Stephen Mandell, builds on the foundational principles of effective argumentation while
incorporating updated examples and contemporary topics relevant to today’s academic and
professional environments. The 2nd edition emphasizes not only the structure of arguments but also
the importance of rhetorical strategies, audience awareness, and research integration. It serves as a
comprehensive resource for learners seeking to master persuasive communication, whether in
essays, debates, or everyday discourse. This article explores the key features, instructional approach,
and practical applications of the Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner, providing an in-depth
overview for educators, students, and writing professionals. The discussion includes insights into its
chapter organization, pedagogical tools, and the ways it supports critical engagement with complex
topics.
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Overview of Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner
The Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner is a textbook tailored for students who want to develop
strong argumentative skills through a practical, application-focused approach. It presents
argumentation not just as a theoretical concept but as a skill set to be applied in real-world situations.
This edition continues the tradition of emphasizing clarity, logic, and persuasion, making it an
essential resource for writing courses across disciplines. The book also integrates modern rhetorical
theories with practical exercises, fostering a deeper understanding of how arguments are constructed
and evaluated.

Authors and Purpose
Stephen Kirszner and Stephen Mandell, both experienced educators in rhetoric and composition,
authored the Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner to meet the evolving needs of students and
instructors. Their goal was to create a resource that balances foundational argument theory with
contemporary examples and practical exercises, enabling learners to apply argumentative concepts
confidently. The textbook is designed for both introductory and intermediate-level writing courses,
offering a scaffolded learning experience that builds from basic argument elements to more complex
analyses.



Target Audience
This edition targets college students, particularly those enrolled in first-year writing, composition, or
rhetoric courses. Additionally, it serves instructors seeking a structured, comprehensive guide for
teaching argumentative writing. Beyond academia, professionals who require persuasive
communication skills can also benefit from the strategies and examples provided in the text.

Key Features and Content Structure
The Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner is organized to facilitate progressive learning, with
chapters that systematically introduce and reinforce essential argumentative concepts. Its content is
divided into clear sections focusing on the components of argument, rhetorical strategies, critical
reading, and research integration.

Chapter Organization
The textbook is structured to guide students through the stages of argument development. Early
chapters focus on understanding claims, evidence, and warrants, while later chapters explore
fallacies, counterarguments, and synthesis of sources. The progression ensures that learners build a
solid foundation before tackling complex argumentative tasks.

Inclusion of Contemporary Examples
A notable feature of the Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner is its use of contemporary and
diverse examples that resonate with today’s readers. These examples illuminate how argument
techniques apply across various media and contexts, from editorials and speeches to digital content
and social debates.

Pedagogical Elements
The textbook incorporates numerous instructional tools such as:

Step-by-step writing guides and checklists

Exercises designed to practice argument identification and construction

Annotated sample essays illustrating effective argumentation

Discussion questions encouraging critical reflection

Glossaries of key rhetorical and argumentative terms



Instructional Approach and Pedagogical Tools
The Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner employs an instructional approach that prioritizes active
learning, critical thinking, and practical application. The authors integrate rhetorical theory with
hands-on exercises to engage students in the process of argument creation and evaluation.

Focus on Rhetorical Awareness
Understanding the audience, purpose, and context is central to the book’s pedagogy. Students are
encouraged to analyze arguments not only for their logical soundness but also for their rhetorical
effectiveness. This dual focus prepares learners to craft arguments that are both convincing and
contextually appropriate.

Critical Reading and Analysis
The textbook includes strategies for critically reading argumentative texts, identifying underlying
assumptions, biases, and logical structures. This skill set is essential for students to develop informed
and nuanced arguments of their own. Exercises prompt learners to dissect real-world arguments and
assess their validity.

Research and Source Integration
Research is integrated as a key component of argumentation in this edition. Students learn how to
find credible sources, incorporate evidence ethically, and synthesize multiple viewpoints. The book
provides guidance on citation and avoiding plagiarism, supporting academic integrity.

Applications in Academic and Professional Contexts
The Practical Argument 2nd Edition Kirszner equips students with skills that extend beyond the
classroom into various academic and professional settings. Its emphasis on clear, persuasive
communication is valuable across disciplines and career paths.

Academic Writing and Debate
Within academia, the textbook supports the development of persuasive essays, research papers, and
oral presentations. It helps students formulate clear theses, develop coherent supporting arguments,
and engage critically with opposing views.

Professional Communication
The argumentation skills fostered by this edition are applicable to business proposals, policy
advocacy, and media communication. Professionals can leverage these strategies to influence
decision-making, negotiate effectively, and articulate positions convincingly.



Everyday Critical Thinking
Beyond formal settings, the book encourages readers to apply argumentative principles in everyday
discussions and decision-making. This practical orientation enhances critical thinking and the ability
to navigate complex social and civic issues.

Comparisons with Previous Editions and Other
Textbooks
The 2nd edition of Practical Argument by Kirszner builds on the strengths of earlier editions while
updating content to reflect current rhetorical and cultural contexts. Compared to previous versions, it
offers more diverse examples and integrates technology-related communication trends.

Improvements Over Previous Editions
Enhancements include clearer explanations, expanded exercises, and a broader range of argument
types. The updated edition also responds to feedback by incorporating more user-friendly layouts and
additional instructor resources.

Distinctive Features Compared to Similar Texts
Unlike some argumentative writing textbooks that focus heavily on theory, Practical Argument 2nd
Edition Kirszner balances theory with practice. Its accessible language and real-world examples
distinguish it from more abstract or technical writing guides.

Suitability for Diverse Learning Environments
The textbook’s adaptable format makes it suitable for traditional classroom instruction, online
learning, and hybrid courses. Its comprehensive coverage ensures that it serves a wide range of
learners with different levels of prior experience in argumentation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' by Kirszner about?
'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' by Kirszner is a textbook focused on teaching students how to
develop, analyze, and present effective arguments in writing and speech. It provides practical
strategies for critical thinking and persuasive communication.

Who are the authors of 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition'?
The authors of 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' are Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell, both of



whom are experienced educators in writing and rhetoric.

What are the key features of 'Practical Argument 2nd
Edition'?
Key features include clear explanations of argument strategies, real-world examples, exercises for
practice, guidance on research and documentation, and tools to evaluate arguments critically.

How does 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' help students
improve their writing skills?
The book helps students by teaching them how to construct logical arguments, recognize fallacies,
support claims with evidence, and organize their writing effectively to persuade various audiences.

Is 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' suitable for beginners in
argumentation?
Yes, 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' is designed for students at various levels, including beginners,
as it introduces fundamental concepts and gradually builds more advanced skills.

Does 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' include exercises and
examples?
Yes, the textbook includes numerous exercises and real-life examples to help students practice
argumentation techniques and apply what they learn in practical contexts.

Where can I purchase 'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' by
Kirszner?
'Practical Argument 2nd Edition' by Kirszner can be purchased from major bookstores, online retailers
like Amazon, and educational book suppliers.

Additional Resources
1. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 3rd Edition
This book by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein focuses on teaching students how to effectively
engage in academic arguments by presenting and responding to others' ideas. It provides templates
and practical advice to help writers frame their arguments clearly and persuasively. The text
emphasizes the importance of dialogue in writing and equips readers with strategies to enter ongoing
conversations with confidence.

2. Everything's an Argument with Readings, 7th Edition
Authored by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz, this comprehensive guide explores the
nature of argument in various contexts, from everyday life to academic settings. It combines theory
with practical examples and readings that demonstrate argumentative techniques. The book helps
readers develop critical thinking skills and the ability to craft convincing arguments across multiple



genres.

3. The Craft of Research, 4th Edition
Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams offer a step-by-step guide to conducting
research and presenting findings persuasively. This text is particularly useful for students and
researchers who need to build strong, evidence-based arguments. It covers formulating questions,
developing claims, and integrating sources effectively to create compelling research papers.

4. Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings, 10th Edition
By John D. Ramage, John C. Bean, and June Johnson, this book provides a practical approach to
argumentation, focusing on rhetoric and critical thinking. It includes a variety of readings and
exercises that illustrate different argumentative strategies. Readers learn how to analyze arguments,
construct their own, and understand different audience perspectives.

5. Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing: A Brief Guide to Argument, 7th Edition
Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau's text introduces students to the fundamentals of critical thinking and
argumentative writing. It emphasizes the interplay between reading critically and writing effectively
to support claims. The book offers clear explanations, examples, and exercises designed to
strengthen analytical and persuasive skills.

6. Reason & Argument, 5th Edition
Written by Richard Feldman, this book delves into the principles of reasoning and the structure of
arguments. It is aimed at helping readers identify logical fallacies, evaluate evidence, and construct
coherent arguments. The text blends philosophical insights with practical applications to enhance
readers' argumentative competence.

7. Argumentation and Debate, 14th Edition
Austin J. Freeley and David L. Steinberg present a thorough introduction to the theory and practice of
argumentation and debate. Covering both written and oral argument, the book guides students
through the process of developing persuasive positions and refuting opposing views. It includes
strategies for research, organization, and presentation in competitive and academic contexts.

8. They Say / I Say: Moves That Matter in Academic Writing with Readings, 2nd Edition
Another edition by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, this version builds foundational skills in
academic argumentation. It provides practical templates to help writers engage with others' ideas and
articulate their own viewpoints clearly. The readings included serve as models for effective
argumentative writing.

9. Persuasion: Reception and Responsibility, 14th Edition
By Charles U. Larson, this book examines the principles of persuasion from both a theoretical and
practical perspective. It explores how arguments influence audiences and the ethical considerations
involved in persuasion. The text combines examples from everyday communication with research
findings to help readers understand and craft persuasive messages.
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