
polynesian cultural center self guided
tour
Polynesian Cultural Center Self Guided Tour offers visitors a unique
opportunity to immerse themselves in the rich cultural heritage of the
Pacific Islands. Located on the beautiful North Shore of Oahu, Hawaii, the
Polynesian Cultural Center (PCC) is not just a theme park; it is a living
museum that showcases the arts, crafts, traditions, and lifestyles of
Polynesia. The self-guided tour allows guests to explore at their own pace,
providing flexibility and the chance to engage deeply with the diverse
cultures represented.

Overview of the Polynesian Cultural Center

The Polynesian Cultural Center is dedicated to preserving and sharing the
traditions of the Polynesian islands, including Hawaii, Tahiti, Fiji, Samoa,
Tonga, and Aotearoa (New Zealand). Established in 1963, the center has grown
to become one of Hawaii's top attractions, drawing visitors from around the
world. The center spans over 42 acres and features various themed villages,
each representing a different Polynesian culture.

History and Purpose

- Founding: The PCC was founded by a group of Hawaiian locals and church
leaders with the goal of sharing the rich traditions of Polynesia.
- Cultural Preservation: The center plays a vital role in preserving
Polynesian culture and educating visitors about its significance.
- Community Impact: The PCC provides employment opportunities for local
residents and serves as a venue for cultural exchange.

Self Guided Tour Experience

The Polynesian Cultural Center Self Guided Tour allows visitors to explore
the center independently, providing a more personalized experience. Here’s
what to expect during your visit:

Planning Your Visit

- Hours of Operation: The PCC typically operates from 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM,
but hours may vary, so it’s best to check the official website before your



visit.
- Admission Tickets: Tickets can be purchased online or at the gate. Options
include general admission, evening luaus, and special packages that include
additional experiences.
- Transportation: The center is located about 50 minutes from Waikiki.
Consider renting a car or booking a shuttle service for convenience.

What to Bring

- Comfortable walking shoes: The PCC is expansive, and you’ll want to explore
every corner.
- Sun protection: Bring sunscreen, sunglasses, and a hat as much of the tour
is outdoors.
- Water bottle: Stay hydrated as you wander through the villages.
- Camera: Capture the vibrant landscapes, performances, and cultural
artifacts.

Exploring the Villages

The self-guided tour allows you to explore several distinct villages, each
representing a different Polynesian culture. Here’s a breakdown of what you
can expect in each village:

1. Hawaiian Village

- Activities: Participate in traditional Hawaiian games, learn the hula
dance, and explore the art of lei-making.
- Cultural Performances: Witness live demonstrations of Hawaiian chants and
drumming.

2. Tahitian Village

- Crafts: Discover the art of weaving and the significance of Tahitian
tattoos.
- Dance: Enjoy vibrant Tahitian dance performances and learn about the
history of the dance.

3. Samoan Village

- Cultural Significance: Learn about the importance of family and community
in Samoan culture.



- Fire Knife Dance: Experience thrilling fire knife performances that
showcase traditional Samoan warrior skills.

4. Tongan Village

- Traditional Sports: Participate in fun activities like coconut husking and
learn about Tongan sports.
- Storytelling: Engage with cultural storytellers who share legends and
folklore from Tonga.

5. Fijian Village

- Bula Spirit: Experience the Fijian way of life, including traditional
dances and songs.
- Kava Ceremony: Observe or participate in a traditional kava ceremony, a
ritual of welcome and hospitality.

6. Aotearoa (New Zealand) Village

- Māori Culture: Learn about the Māori people, their language, and their
customs.
- Haka Performance: Watch the powerful Haka dance, a traditional Māori war
dance that requires strength and unity.

Engaging with Cultural Exhibits

In addition to the village experiences, the Polynesian Cultural Center Self
Guided Tour includes a variety of cultural exhibits that provide deeper
insights into Polynesian life.

1. The IMAX Theater

- Film Screenings: Enjoy breathtaking films showcasing the beauty and culture
of Polynesia. The IMAX experience adds a unique element to your visit,
immersing you in the stunning landscapes of the islands.

2. Canoe Pageant

- Waterway Experience: The canoe pageant is a colorful display of traditional



Polynesian canoes, featuring cultural performances from each village. This
event typically occurs in the afternoon and is a highlight of the self-guided
tour.

3. Cultural Demonstrations

- Craft Workshops: Take part in various craft workshops where you can learn
traditional Polynesian arts such as weaving, carving, and painting.
- Culinary Experiences: Some days feature cooking demonstrations where you
can learn about traditional Polynesian dishes.

Dining Options

Food is an essential part of Polynesian culture, and the PCC offers several
dining options to satisfy your cravings while you explore.

1. Buffet Dining

- Ali'i Luau: Experience an authentic Hawaiian luau with a buffet that
includes traditional dishes such as kalua pig, poi, and tropical fruits.
- Dining Reservations: It’s advisable to make reservations in advance,
especially for the luau, as it can fill up quickly.

2. Snack Stands

- Quick Bites: Throughout the center, you’ll find various snack stands
offering local favorites like shave ice, fresh fruits, and traditional
Polynesian snacks.

Evening Show: Horizons

The self-guided tour culminates in the evening with the Horizons night show,
a spectacular performance that showcases the history, culture, and traditions
of Polynesia through dance, music, and storytelling.

1. Show Highlights

- Cultural Representation: The show features an array of performances from
different Polynesian cultures, making it a grand finale to your day.



- Fire Dance: One of the most thrilling parts of the show is the fire dance,
where skilled performers put on an electrifying display of fire manipulation.

2. Seating and Tickets

- Seating Options: Consider upgrading to premium seating for a closer view of
the action.
- Purchase: Tickets for the evening show can be purchased separately or as
part of a package with your admission.

Conclusion

The Polynesian Cultural Center Self Guided Tour provides visitors with an
enriching experience that celebrates the vibrant cultures of Polynesia. By
exploring the various villages, engaging with cultural exhibits, and
participating in traditional activities, you gain a deeper appreciation for
the history and traditions of the islands. Whether you choose to delve into
the art of hula dancing, witness a fire knife performance, or simply enjoy
the beautiful landscapes, the PCC is a must-visit destination for anyone
looking to explore the rich tapestry of Polynesian culture. Be sure to plan
your visit, immerse yourself in the experiences, and create unforgettable
memories in this cultural haven.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the highlights of the Polynesian Cultural
Center self-guided tour?
The self-guided tour highlights include interactive exhibits on Polynesian
culture, traditional performances, a canoe ride, and the chance to explore
various island villages representing Hawaii, Samoa, Tahiti, Fiji, and Tonga.

How much time should I allocate for a self-guided
tour at the Polynesian Cultural Center?
It's recommended to allocate at least 4 to 6 hours to fully enjoy the self-
guided tour, including time for performances, exhibits, and leisurely
exploration of the grounds.

Are audio guides available for the self-guided tour



at the Polynesian Cultural Center?
Yes, audio guides are available for rent at the Polynesian Cultural Center,
providing in-depth information about the exhibits, performances, and cultural
significance of each village.

Can visitors participate in activities during the
self-guided tour?
Absolutely! Visitors can engage in various hands-on activities such as making
traditional crafts, learning hula, and trying their hand at traditional games
in the different island villages.

Is there an entrance fee for the self-guided tour at
the Polynesian Cultural Center?
Yes, there is an entrance fee for the self-guided tour, which varies
depending on the season and any additional experiences or packages you
choose. It's best to check the official website for current pricing.

What are the operating hours for the Polynesian
Cultural Center for self-guided tours?
The Polynesian Cultural Center typically operates from 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM,
with self-guided tours starting in the afternoon. However, it's advisable to
check their official website for any seasonal changes in hours.
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