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Pokemon Snap N64 Guide: Unleash Your Inner Photographer

If you're a fan of the Pokémon franchise, you may have enjoyed the thrilling
adventures of capturing Pokémon in battles, collecting them, and trading with
friends. However, have you ever tried capturing these magical creatures
through the lens of a camera? The classic game Pokemon Snap for the Nintendo
64 (N64) offers a unique twist on the Pokémon experience, allowing players to
snap photos of Pokémon in their natural habitats. In this comprehensive
guide, we will delve into everything you need to know about Pokemon Snap on
the N64, from gameplay mechanics to tips for achieving the perfect shot.

Understanding Pokemon Snap

Pokemon Snap is a rail shooter and photography simulation game that was
released for the Nintendo 64 in 1999. Developed by HAL Laboratory and
published by Nintendo, the game is set in the Pokémon world, where players
take on the role of Todd Snap, a Pokémon photographer tasked with capturing
stunning images of various Pokémon species. The game's primary goal is to
take the best photographs possible, which are then evaluated by Professor Oak
based on criteria such as size, pose, and the number of Pokémon in the shot.

Getting Started: Basic Gameplay Mechanics

Before diving into the intricacies of capturing Pokémon, it's essential to
familiarize yourself with the basic gameplay mechanics of Pokemon Snap.

Controls

- Analog Stick: Move the camera left, right, up, or down.

- Z Button: Zoom in on your subject for a closer shot.

- A Button: Take a picture.

- C Buttons: Use items like apples or pester balls to interact with Pokémon.

Game Structure

The game consists of several levels, each featuring different environments
where various Pokémon reside. Players travel along a predetermined path in a
hovercraft, allowing them to focus on capturing photos as they glide through
stunning landscapes. The levels include:

The Beach: A sunny environment filled with water-type Pokémon.

The Tunnel: A dark cave where electric-type Pokémon are often found.
The Volcano: A fiery setting home to fire-type Pokémon.

The River: A lush area teeming with water-type and grass-type Pokémon.
The Cave: A mysterious location filled with rock-type Pokémon.
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Each level offers a unique experience, and you'll want to explore them all to



discover the various Pokémon and secrets hidden within.

Tips for Capturing the Best Shots

To maximize your photography skills in Pokemon Snap, consider these essential
tips:

Understanding Pokémon Behavior

— Observe Patterns: Each Pokémon has its unique behavior and movement
patterns. Spend time watching them to find out when they are most active or
how they interact with their environment.

— Trigger Special Events: Certain interactions can trigger special events or
behaviors in Pokémon. For example, throwing an apple near a Pokémon might
encourage it to perform a specific action that makes for a great photo.

Utilizing Items Effectively

Items play a crucial role in capturing the perfect shot. Here’s a brief
rundown of the items available:

— Apples: These can be used to attract Pokémon. Toss them near Pokémon to get
their attention or encourage them to move closer for a better shot.

— Pester Balls: Use these to provoke Pokémon into showing off unique poses or
behaviors. However, be mindful of the Pokémon's reaction!

- Flute: Playing the flute can attract nearby Pokémon and entice them to
dance or perform, resulting in memorable photos.

Focus on Composition

- Framing: Make sure that the Pokémon is well-framed within the shot. Use the
rule of thirds to create a more visually appealing picture.

— Lighting: Pay attention to the lighting in each scene. Early morning or
late afternoon light can produce more dynamic images.

Scoring System Explained

After you finish a level, your photos will be evaluated by Professor Oak.
Understanding how the scoring system works can help you improve your
photography skills:

— Pose: Points are awarded based on the Pokémon's pose. Capturing them in
action or interacting with their environment yields higher scores.

- Size: The closer you are to the Pokémon, the more points you earn. Aim to
fill the frame with your subject.

— Technique: This includes things like capturing multiple Pokémon in a single
shot or taking a picture of a Pokémon facing the camera.

- Bonus Points: Certain criteria can earn you additional points, such as



taking a picture of a Pokémon using a specific move or capturing a rare
Pokémon.

Unlocking Hidden Secrets and Pokémon

As you progress through Pokemon Snap, you'll encounter various secrets and
hidden Pokémon. Here are some tips on how to unlock them:

Completing Levels

— Revisit Levels: Many Pokémon can only be captured by revisiting levels
after obtaining certain items. For example, once you have the pester ball,
return to previous levels to interact with Pokémon in new ways.

Discovering Special Pokémon

- Legendary Pokémon: As you advance, keep an eye out for legendary Pokémon,
such as Mew. Some require specific actions to appear, such as triggering
events or capturing other Pokémon first.

Photographing All Pokémon

— Pokédex Completion: Your ultimate goal is to photograph all 63 Pokémon
available in the game. Keep track of the ones you’ve captured and make a plan
to revisit locations to fill in your Pokédex.

Final Thoughts

Pokemon Snap for the N64 is not just a game; it's an immersive experience
that allows players to appreciate the beauty of the Pokémon world through
photography. By understanding the gameplay mechanics, utilizing items wisely,
and mastering the scoring system, you can become a Pokémon photography
expert. Whether you're a seasoned player or just starting, this guide will
equip you with the knowledge needed to enhance your skills and capture
stunning shots of your favorite Pokémon. So grab your N64, get ready to
explore, and let your creativity shine as you embark on this exciting
photographic adventure!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main objective of Pokémon Snap on N64-?

The main objective of Pokémon Snap is to take the best photographs of Pokémon
in their natural habitats while riding in a vehicle called the Zero-One.



How do you unlock new areas in Pokémon Snap?

To unlock new areas in Pokémon Snap, you need to complete specific tasks such
as taking a certain number of photos or capturing particular Pokémon in
existing levels.

What are some tips for getting a better score on
photos?

To get a better score on your photos, ensure that the Pokémon are centered in
the frame, capture them in unigque poses, and photograph them in action or
during special moments.

How can I make Pokémon appear in different poses?

You can make Pokémon appear in different poses by using items like apples or
pester balls to attract or provoke them, which may lead to unique actions or
behaviors.

Is there a way to get a perfect score on a photo?

Yes, to achieve a perfect score, the photo must be centered, have the Pokémon
facing the camera, be taken in a well-1lit area, and capture the Pokémon with
at least one other Pokémon in the frame.

What do the different scoring categories mean in
Pokémon Snap?

The scoring categories in Pokémon Snap include size, pose, technique, and
background, each contributing to the overall score based on how well the
photo meets specific criteria.

Can you revisit levels in Pokémon Snap, and why would
you do that?

Yes, you can revisit levels in Pokémon Snap. Revisiting levels allows you to
capture Pokémon you missed, try different items to elicit new poses, and
improve your scores.

What are some commonly missed Pokémon in Pokémon
Snap?

Some commonly missed Pokémon include Mew, who is tricky to capture, and
certain hidden Pokémon like Snorlax, which require specific actions to
appear.
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