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The PMI Agile Certified Practitioner (PMI-ACP) certification is a highly regarded credential for
project management professionals who wish to demonstrate their expertise in agile
practices. The PMI-ACP certification was introduced by the Project Management Institute
(PMI) to recognize the growing need for agile methodologies in project management. This
comprehensive study guide aims to provide aspiring candidates with the necessary
resources, strategies, and information to effectively prepare for the PMI-ACP exam.

Understanding the PMI-ACP Certification

The PMI-ACP certification acknowledges an individual's knowledge of agile principles and
practices, which are essential in today’s fast-paced project environments. Here are key
aspects of the PMI-ACP certification:

Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for the PMI-ACP certification, candidates must meet specific prerequisites,
including:

1. General Project Experience: Candidates need to have at least 2,000 hours of general
project experience working on teams. This experience must be within the last five years.
2. Agile Project Experience: In addition to general project experience, candidates must have
at least 1,500 hours of experience working on agile project teams or with agile
methodologies.
3. Training in Agile Practices: A minimum of 21 contact hours of training in agile practices is
required. This training can come from various sources, including workshops, courses, or
seminars.

Benefits of PMI-ACP Certification

Obtaining the PMI-ACP certification offers several advantages, such as:

- Recognition: The PMI-ACP certification is globally recognized and respected in the project
management community.
- Career Advancement: Certified professionals often enjoy better job prospects, higher
salaries, and opportunities for advancement.
- Enhanced Skill Set: The certification process deepens candidates' understanding of agile
methodologies, enabling them to implement best practices in their organizations.



Exam Overview

The PMI-ACP exam is designed to test a candidate's knowledge and understanding of agile
principles, practices, tools, and techniques. Here are some key details about the exam:

Exam Format

- Number of Questions: The exam consists of 120 multiple-choice questions.
- Duration: Candidates are given three hours to complete the exam.
- Question Types: The questions cover various topics related to agile practices, including
but not limited to:

- Agile principles and mindset
- Value-driven delivery
- Stakeholder engagement
- Team performance
- Adaptive planning
- Problem detection and resolution
- Continuous improvement

Scoring and Results

- Passing Score: PMI does not disclose the exact passing score, but candidates must
demonstrate a thorough understanding of agile concepts to succeed.
- Results Notification: Candidates receive their results immediately upon completing the
exam, along with performance feedback.

Study Strategies for the PMI-ACP Exam

Preparing for the PMI-ACP exam requires a structured approach and effective study
techniques. Here are some recommended strategies:

Create a Study Plan

1. Set a Timeline: Determine how many months you need to prepare and establish a study
schedule.
2. Allocate Time: Dedicate specific hours each week to study, ensuring consistency and
focus.



Utilize PMI-ACP Resources

- PMI-ACP Examination Content Outline: This is a vital document that outlines the topics
covered in the exam.
- PMI-ACP Handbook: It provides essential information regarding the certification process
and exam policies.
- Agile Practice Guide: This guide, published by PMI in partnership with Agile Alliance, is an
excellent resource for understanding agile methodologies.

Recommended Study Materials

- Books:
- "PMI-ACP Exam Prep" by Mike Griffiths
- "Agile Estimating and Planning" by Mike Cohn
- "Scrum: The Art of Doing Twice the Work in Half the Time" by Jeff Sutherland

- Online Courses: Several platforms offer PMI-ACP prep courses, such as LinkedIn Learning,
Udemy, and PMI’s own offerings.

- Practice Exams: Utilize online practice exams to gauge your readiness. These can help you
familiarize yourself with the exam format and identify areas needing improvement.

Join Study Groups and Forums

Connecting with fellow PMI-ACP candidates can be beneficial. Consider joining:

- Local PMI Chapters: Many chapters offer study groups and networking opportunities.
- Online Forums: Websites like Reddit and LinkedIn have groups dedicated to PMI-ACP
preparation, where you can share resources and tips.

Key Agile Concepts to Study

To successfully pass the PMI-ACP exam, candidates should have a solid grasp of various
agile concepts and methodologies. Here are some critical areas to focus on:

Agile Principles and Frameworks

- Agile Manifesto: Understand the four core values and twelve principles that guide agile
practices.
- Scrum: Familiarize yourself with the roles (Scrum Master, Product Owner, Development
Team), artifacts (Product Backlog, Sprint Backlog, Increment), and ceremonies (Sprint
Planning, Daily Scrum, Sprint Review, Sprint Retrospective).



Value-Driven Delivery

- Learn how to prioritize project features based on customer value and the importance of
delivering high-quality products incrementally.

Stakeholder Engagement and Communication

- Understand techniques for engaging stakeholders and managing their expectations
throughout the project lifecycle.

Team Dynamics and Performance

- Explore concepts of self-organizing teams, team roles, and the importance of collaboration
in agile environments.

Exam Day Preparation

On the day of the exam, it’s crucial to be well-prepared to ensure success. Here are some
last-minute tips:

Get a Good Night's Sleep

Rest is vital for optimal cognitive function. Aim for at least seven to eight hours of sleep the
night before the exam.

Eat a Healthy Breakfast

A balanced meal will fuel your brain and keep your energy levels stable during the exam.

Arrive Early

Plan to arrive at the exam center early to avoid any last-minute stress. Familiarize yourself
with the location and check in ahead of time.

Stay Calm and Focused

During the exam, take deep breaths, read each question carefully, and manage your time



wisely to ensure you can answer all questions.

After the Exam

Once you have completed the PMI-ACP exam, reflect on your performance. If you pass, you
will receive your certification and can start adding it to your professional credentials. If you
do not pass, review the feedback provided, identify your weaknesses, and create a study
plan to retake the exam.

Conclusion

The PMI-ACP certification represents a significant achievement for project management
professionals. With the right preparation, study materials, and understanding of agile
practices, candidates can confidently pursue this credential. By following the strategies
outlined in this guide, aspiring PMI-ACP candidates can enhance their knowledge, improve
their skills, and ultimately succeed in passing the exam. Embrace the agile mindset and
embark on your journey toward becoming a certified agile practitioner!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the PMI-ACP certification and why is it
important?
The PMI-ACP (PMI Agile Certified Practitioner) certification is a globally recognized credential
that validates a professional's skills and knowledge in agile practices. It is important
because it demonstrates an individual's ability to apply agile principles and practices in
project management, enhancing their career prospects in an increasingly agile-focused
industry.

What are the key topics covered in the PMI-ACP Study
Guide?
The PMI-ACP Study Guide covers key topics such as Agile principles and mindset, value-
driven delivery, stakeholder engagement, adaptive planning, problem detection and
resolution, and continuous improvement. It also addresses various agile methodologies,
including Scrum, Kanban, Lean, and XP.

How can I effectively prepare for the PMI-ACP exam
using the study guide?
To effectively prepare for the PMI-ACP exam, use the study guide to create a structured
study plan. Break down the topics into manageable sections, utilize practice exams, engage



in group discussions, and apply agile concepts through real-world scenarios to reinforce
your understanding.

What resources complement the PMI-ACP Study Guide
for exam preparation?
Complementary resources include PMI's official Agile Practice Guide, online courses,
webinars, study groups, and practice exams. Additionally, joining agile-focused forums and
communities can provide insights and support from fellow candidates and experienced
practitioners.

What is the format of the PMI-ACP exam and how many
questions does it contain?
The PMI-ACP exam consists of 120 multiple-choice questions that must be completed in a 3-
hour time limit. The questions are based on real-world scenarios and require candidates to
apply their knowledge of agile principles and practices to answer correctly.

How often should I review the PMI-ACP Study Guide
during my preparation?
It's recommended to review the PMI-ACP Study Guide regularly throughout your
preparation. Aim for a weekly review of different sections, and increase the frequency as
the exam date approaches. Consistent review helps reinforce knowledge and identify areas
that may need more focus.
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