planking techniques for model ship
builders

Planking techniques for model ship builders are essential skills that can dramatically
influence the overall appearance and structural integrity of a model ship. As model
shipbuilding combines artistry and craftsmanship, understanding the various planking
techniques allows builders to create stunning replicas of historical vessels or original
designs. This article will delve into the most effective planking techniques, the materials
needed, and tips to enhance your shipbuilding experience.

Understanding Planking in Model Shipbuilding

Planking refers to the process of covering the hull of a model ship with wooden strips,
known as planks. This aspect of shipbuilding is crucial as it not only contributes to the
aesthetics of the model but also impacts its durability and strength. There are several
techniques for applying planks, each offering unique visual outcomes and structural
benefits.

Essential Materials for Planking

Before diving into the techniques, it's essential to gather the right materials. Here’'s a list of
what you’ll need:

e Wood Planks: Choose from various types of wood, including basswood, mahogany,
or walnut, depending on your desired finish and weight.
e Adhesives: Use wood glue or cyanoacrylate (CA) glue for a strong bond.

e Tools: A sharp knife, razor saw, planking clamps, a sanding block, and a small
hammer.

» Templates: Create or purchase templates to ensure precise cuts and placements.

e Finish: Select stains, paints, or varnishes to complete your model after planking.

Common Planking Techniques

There are several planking techniques that model ship builders can employ, each with its
own set of advantages and aesthetic outcomes. Below are some of the most popular



methods:

1. Lap Strake Planking

Lap strake planking is a traditional technique often used in the construction of wooden
boats. This technique involves overlapping the edges of each plank, which creates a
weather-tight seal and enhances the hull's strength.
e Advantages: Provides excellent durability and is visually appealing.
* Process:
1. Begin with the bottom-most plank and apply it to the keel.

2. Cut each successive plank to overlap the previous one by about one-third.

3. Secure each plank with glue and small nails for added strength.

2. Carvel Planking

Carvel planking involves placing planks edge to edge, creating a smooth hull surface. This
technique is often associated with larger vessels and is renowned for its aesthetic appeal.
* Advantages: Creates a sleek, smooth finish that is perfect for painting.
* Process:

1. Start from the keel and work your way up, ensuring each plank is flush against
the previous one.

2. Use clamps to hold the planks in place as the glue dries.

3. Smooth out any gaps with putty or sanding as necessary.

3. Sheer Planking



Sheer planking is a technique that involves creating a slight curve to the hull. This method
is often used on larger ships to enhance their aesthetic profile.

e Advantages: Adds visual interest and can help with stability in the water.
* Process:

1. Choose a variety of lengths for the planks to emphasize the curve.

2. Begin with the longest planks at the bottom and gradually use shorter planks as
you ascend.

3. Ensure that the planks are flexible enough to bend and follow the curve of the
hull.

4. Plank-on-Bulkhead

This technique utilizes bulkheads as a framework for securing the planks. This method is
particularly popular among beginners due to its straightforward nature.
* Advantages: Simplifies the building process and allows for a strong structure.
* Process:
1. Start by constructing the bulkheads according to your design.

2. Attach the planks directly to the bulkheads, ensuring each plank is securely
fastened.

3. Sand and finish the planks to achieve a smooth surface.

Tips for Successful Planking

While mastering various planking techniques is essential, applying some best practices can
also enhance your model shipbuilding experience:



1. Take Your Time

Planking is not a race. Take your time to ensure each plank is cut, shaped, and applied
correctly. Rushing can lead to mistakes that may be costly to fix.

2. Plan for the Finish

Consider how you want your model to look once completed. Some techniques lend
themselves better to staining or painting, so plan accordingly. Sanding and finishing
techniques can also vary based on the chosen method.

3. Use Quality Tools

Investing in quality tools can make a significant difference in your work. Sharp blades and
precise measuring tools will improve the accuracy of your cuts and the overall finish of your
model.

4. Practice on Scraps

Before committing to your final model, practice your chosen planking technique on scrap
wood. This will allow you to refine your skills and discover any potential issues without
risking your main project.

Conclusion

In conclusion, planking techniques for model ship builders are fundamental skills that
can significantly affect the quality of your ship model. Whether you choose lap strake,
carvel, sheer, or plank-on-bulkhead methods, understanding the nuances of each technique
will enable you to create impressive and durable models. By preparing adequately,
practicing, and applying the tips provided, you can elevate your shipbuilding projects to
new heights. Happy building!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is planking in model ship building?

Planking refers to the process of laying down thin strips of wood (planks) on the hull of a
model ship to create a realistic and visually appealing finish. It provides structural integrity
and enhances the overall aesthetics of the model.



What types of wood are best for planking in model ship
building?
Commonly used woods for planking include basswood, mahogany, and pine. Each wood

type offers different aesthetic qualities and workability, so the choice often depends on the
desired finish and the model's scale.

How do you determine the thickness of the planks for a
model ship?

The thickness of the planks should be proportional to the scale of the model. A general rule
of thumb is that the thickness should be about 1/64th to 1/32nd of the scale length of the
ship, but this can vary based on the specific design and historical accuracy.

What are the best techniques for cutting planks for
model ships?

Using a high-quality hobby knife or a scroll saw is ideal for cutting planks. It's important to
measure accurately and make straight cuts to ensure that the planks fit snugly together
without gaps.

Should planks be pre-bent before applying them to the
hull?

Yes, pre-bending planks can be beneficial, especially for curved areas of the hull. This can
be achieved by soaking the wood in water or using steam to make it more pliable before
shaping and attaching it.

What adhesives are recommended for planking in
model ship building?

PVA glue (white glue) or cyanoacrylate (super glue) are commonly used for planking. PVA
allows for some repositioning, while cyanoacrylate provides a quick bond. Choose based on
your working style and the specific needs of your project.

How can | ensure a smooth finish after planking?

After the planks are attached and dried, sand the surface gently with fine-grit sandpaper to
remove any rough edges. Follow up with a finishing product, such as varnish or oil, to seal
the wood and enhance its appearance.

What common mistakes should be avoided during
planking?
Common mistakes include using planks that are too thick or too thin, not fitting planks

snugly, failing to align them properly, and using inappropriate adhesives. Proper planning
and measurement can help avoid these issues.
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