piano chords for i can only imagine

Piano chords for "I Can Only Imagine" are essential for anyone looking to play this iconic contemporary
Christian song by MercyMe. The song, released in 2001, has touched millions of hearts with its
powerful lyrics and uplifting melody. In this article, we will explore the chords used in the song, provide

a breakdown of the structure, and offer tips on how to play them effectively on the piano.

Understanding the Song Structure

"I Can Only Imagine" is divided into several sections that repeat throughout the song. The primary

sections include:

1. Verse
2. Chorus

3. Bridge
Each of these sections uses a combination of piano chords that create an emotional and captivating

sound. Understanding the structure will help you navigate the song more easily.

Chords Used in "I Can Only Imagine"

The song primarily uses a few simple chords that are characteristic of many popular ballads. Here is a

list of the chords you will need to play:

- A Major
- E Major
- F Minor



- D Major

These chords are played in various sequences throughout the song. Below, we will break down how

these chords fit into each section.

Piano Chord Breakdown

Verse Chords

The verse of "I Can Only Imagine" follows a straightforward progression that sets the tone for the rest

of the song. The chord progression for the verse is:

-A-E-Fm-D

You can play this progression in a loop for each verse. Here’s a simple breakdown of how to play

each chord:

1. A Major:
- Notes: A, C, E

- Fingering: 1 (thumb) on A, 2 (index) on C, 5 (pinky) on E.

2. E Major:
- Notes: E, G, B
- Fingering: 1 (thumb) on E, 3 (middle) on G, 5 (pinky) on B.

3. F Minor:
- Notes: F, A, C
- Fingering: 1 (thumb) on F, 3 (middle) on A, 5 (pinky) on C.



4. D Major:
- Notes: D, F, A

- Fingering: 1 (thumb) on D, 3 (middle) on F, 5 (pinky) on A.

Chorus Chords

The chorus elevates the emotional impact of the song and uses the same chords, but with a slightly

different progression. The chord progression for the chorus is as follows:
-A-E-D-A-Fm-D

This progression also loops, allowing for the chorus to build intensity. The fingering remains the same

for each chord, creating a seamless transition between them.

Bridge Chords

The bridge of "I Can Only Imagine" introduces a new chord progression that adds depth to the song.

The bridge follows this progression:
-D-A-E-D

You can play these chords in a loop to capture the essence of the bridge. The fingering remains

consistent with what has been described for the previous chords.

Playing Tips for Beginners

As you begin to practice "I Can Only Imagine," consider these tips to improve your playing experience:



Start Slow: Begin by playing each chord slowly, ensuring you are comfortable with the finger

placements and transitions.

Use a Metronome: Practice with a metronome to help maintain a steady tempo as you become

more familiar with the chord progressions.

Listen to the Song: Play along with the original recording to understand the timing and emotion

behind each section.

Experiment with Dynamics: Use softer dynamics for the verses and build intensity in the chorus

to create a more engaging performance.

Advanced Techniques

Once you have mastered the basic chords and progressions, you may want to explore some advanced

techniques to enhance your performance:

Arpeggios

Instead of playing block chords, try playing arpeggios where you play the notes of each chord
sequentially rather than simultaneously. For example, with the A Major chord, you could play A, C, E in

a flowing manner. This technique can add a beautiful texture to the song.



Inversions

Chord inversions can add variety to your playing. Instead of always playing the root position of a
chord, try using first or second inversions. For example, the first inversion of A Major would have C as

the lowest note (C, E, A).

Pedaling Techniques

Using the sustain pedal can also enhance the sound of your chords, helping them blend more
smoothly. Practice pressing the pedal down as you play each chord and releasing it just before you

change to the next chord to create a legato effect.

Conclusion

Playing the piano chords for "I Can Only Imagine" is a rewarding experience that allows you to
connect deeply with the song's message. By familiarizing yourself with the chord progressions and
practicing regularly, you can develop your skills and create a beautiful rendition of this beloved piece.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced player, the techniques and tips provided in this article

will help you enhance your performance and share this powerful song with others. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'I Can Only Imagine'?

The basic chords for 'l Can Only Imagine' are A, E, Fm, and D.



What key is 'I Can Only Imagine’ played in?

'I Can Only Imagine' is typically played in the key of A maijor.

Can you provide the chord progression for the verses?

The chord progression for the verses is A- E - Fm - D.

Are there any variations for the piano chords in 'l Can Only Imagine'?

Yes, you can add variations such as using A2 or E7 for a richer sound.

What are some tips for playing 'l Can Only Imagine' on piano?

Focus on dynamics, use pedal for sustained notes, and practice the transitions between chords.

How can | play 'l Can Only Imagine' in a different key?

You can transpose the song using a capo or adjust the chords accordingly; for example, to C major,

use C, G, Am, and F.

What is the tempo for 'I Can Only Imagine'?

The tempo for 'l Can Only Imagine' is around 72 BPM, which gives it a slow and reflective feel.

Are there online resources for learning 'l Can Only Imagine’' piano
chords?

Yes, there are many online tutorials, sheet music, and chord charts available on platforms like

YouTube and music websites.

What are the chord changes for the chorus of 'l Can Only Imagine'?

The chord changes for the chorus are A - E - Fm - D, repeated with slight variations.
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