PHILLIPS EXETER COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

PHILLIPS EXETER COURSES OF INSTRUCTION OFFER A RIGOROUS AND COMPREHENSIVE ACADEMIC PROGRAM DESIGNED TO
CHALLENGE AND INSPIRE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. KNOWN FOR ITS DISTINCTIVE HARKNESS TEACHING METHOD, PHILLIPS EXETER
ACADEMY EMPHASIZES CRITICAL THINKING, COLLABORATION, AND DEEP UNDERSTANDING ACROSS A BROAD SPECTRUM OF
SUBJECTS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE VARIOUS COURSES OF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE AT PHILLIPS EXETER/ DETAILING THE
CURRICULUM STRUCTURE, SUBJECT OFFERINGS, AND UNIQUE PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES THAT SET THE SCHOOL APART.
ADDITIONALLY, INSIGHT INTO ADVANCED PLACEMENT OPTIONS, INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES, AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACADEMIC
OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE PROVIDED. \WHETHER CONSIDERING ENROLLMENT OR SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE SCHOOL'S ACADEMIC
FRAMEWORK, THIS OVERVIEW PRESENTS A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF PHILLIPS EXETER’S EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DELVE INTO THE ACADEMY’S CORE CURRICULUM, SPECIALIZED COURSES, AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT
SYSTEMS.

o OVERVIEW OF PHILLIPS EXETER CURRICULUM

Core AcADEMIC DEPARTMENTS AND COURSE OFFERINGS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND Honors COURSES

® INTERDISCIPLINARY AND SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

TEACHING METHODOLOGY AND ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT

ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

OVERVIEW OF PHILLIPS EXETER CURRICULUM

THE PHILLIPS EXETER COURSES OF INSTRUCTION ARE ORGANIZED AROUND A COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM THAT BALANCES DEPTH
AND BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE. THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM IS STRUCTURED TO ENSURE STUDENTS DEVELOP STRONG FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS WHILE EXPLORING A VARIETY OF DISCIPLINES. THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL
\WORK AND BEYOND, EMPHASIZING ANALYTICAL REASONING, PROBLEM~SOLVING, AND EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. COURSES SPAN
HUMANITIES, SCIENCES, MATHEMATICS, LANGUAGES, AND ARTS, PROVIDING A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE. THE
ACADEMY PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY AND ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE ACTIVELY IN
THEIR LEARNING PROCESS.

Core AcADeMIC DEPARTMENTS AND CoOURSE OFFERINGS

PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY OFFERS A DIVERSE ARRAY OF COURSES ACROSS ITS CORE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS. EACH
DEPARTMENT PROVIDES MULTIPLE LEVELS OF STUDY TO ACCOMMODATE DIFFERENT STUDENT ABILITIES AND INTERESTS. THE CORE
DEPARTMENTS INCLUDE ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES, FOREIGN LANGUAGES, AND VISUAL
AND PERFORMING ARTS.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM AT PHILLIPS EXETER FOCUSES ON LITERATURE ANALYSIS, WRITING PROFICIENCY, AND CRITICAL
THINKING. STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH A WIDE RANGE OF TEXTS FROM CLASSICAL TO CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS. COURSES INCLUDE
LITERATURE SURVEYS, CREATIVE WRITING, AND THEMATIC STUDIES. EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON DEVELOPING STUDENTS ABILITIES
TO ARTICULATE IDEAS CLEARLY AND PERSUASIVELY.



MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

MATHEMATICS COURSES AT PHILLIPS EXETER COVER TOPICS FROM ALGEBRA AND GEOMETRY THROUGH CALCULUS AND
STATISTICS. THE DEPARTMENT PROMOTES CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF MATHEMATICAL
PRINCIPLES. PROBLEM-SOLVING AND LOGICAL REASONING ARE INTEGRAL TO ALL COURSES, PREPARING STUDENTS FOR ADVANCED
STUDIES IN STEM FIELDS.

ScIeNce DEPARTMENT

THE SCIENCE CURRICULUM INCLUDES BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. LABORATORY WORK IS A
CRITICAL COMPONENT, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO APPLY THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH EXPERIMENTATION. THE
DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING AND SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION.

HisTorY AND SoclAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

COURSES IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES EXPLORE GLOBAL AND AMERICAN HISTORY, GOVERNMENT, ECONOMICS, AND
CULTURAL STUDIES. STUDENTS ANALYZE HISTORICAL EVENTS AND SOCIAL PHENOMENA TO UNDERSTAND THEIR IMPACT ON THE
MODERN WORLD. CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF PRIMARY SOURCES AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES IS A KEY INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY.

ForEIGN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT

PHILLIPS EXETER OFFERS INSTRUCTION IN SEVERAL FOREIGN LANGUAGES, INCLUDING SPANISH, FRENCH, LATIN, CHINESE, AND
MORE. L ANGUAGE COURSES EMPHASIZE COMMUNICATION SKILLS, CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND LINGUISTIC PROFICIENCY.
ADVANCED LANGUAGE COURSES INCORPORATE LITERATURE AND HISTORY TO DEEPEN STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENT.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT

THE ARTS CURRICULUM INCLUDES COURSES IN STUDIO ART, MUSIC, THEATER, AND DANCE. THESE COURSES FOSTER CREATIVITY
AND SELF-EXPRESSION WHILE DEVELOPING TECHNICAL SKILLS. THE PROGRAM SUPPORTS BOTH BEGINNER AND ADVANCED
STUDENTS, ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION IN PERFORMANCES AND EXHIBITIONS.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND HoNorRSs COURSES

PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY PROVIDES NUMEROUS ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) AND HONORS-LEVEL COURSES AS PART OF ITS
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION. THESE OFFERINGS ARE DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS SEEKING RIGOROUS ACADEMIC CHALLENGES AND
COLLEGE CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES. AP COURSES ARE AVAILABLE IN SUBJECTS SUCH AS CALCULUS, BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY,
PHYSICS, UsS. HISTORY, AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES.

HONORS COURSES OFTEN SERVE AS PREPARATORY STEPS TOWARD AP CLASSES, EMPHASIZING DEEPER CONTENT MASTERY AND
FASTER PACING. ENROLLMENT IN THESE COURSES TYPICALLY REQUIRES A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD AND TEACHER
RECOMMENDATIONS. THE AVAILABILITY OF ADVANCED COURSES SUPPORTS STUDENTS” ASPIRATIONS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
AND COMPETITIVE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS.

INTERDISCIPLINARY AND SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

IN ADDITION TO TRADITIONAL SUBJECT AREAS, PHILLIPS EXETER ENCOURAGES INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES AND SPECIALIZED
PROGRAMS THAT INTEGRATE MULTIPLE FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE. T HESE COURSES FOSTER HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING AND
INNOVATIVE THINKING. EXAMPLES INCLUDE ENVIRONMENT AL STUDIES, ROBOTICS, AND DIGITAL HUMANITIES.

SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS MAY ALSO INVOLVE PROJECT-BASED LEARNING, INDEPENDENT RESEARCH, AND COLLABORATIVE



INITIATIVES. THESE OFFERINGS ENABLE STUDENTS TO PURSUE INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS WHILE DEVELOPING SKILLS APPLICABLE TO
REAL-WORLD CHALLENGES. THE ACADEMY’S APPROACH TO INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION REFLECTS ITS COMMITMENT TO
ADAPTIVE AND FORW ARD~THINKING EDUCATION.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY AND ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT

PHILLIPS EXETER’S COURSES OF INSTRUCTION ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THE HARKNESS TEACHING METHOD, AN INTERACTIVE,
DISCUSSION-BASED APPROACH THAT PLACES STUDENTS AT THE CENTER OF LEARNING. CLASSES TYPICALLY INVOLVE SMALL
GROUPS SEATED AROUND AN OVAL TABLE, FOSTERING DIALOGUE, INQUIRY, AND PEER COLLABORATION. THIS METHOD PROMOTES
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AND CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH COURSE MATERIAL.

THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT AT PHILLIPS EXETER SUPPORTS INTELLECTUAL RISK-TAKING AND RESPECTFUL DEBATE. FACULTY
MEMBERS SERVE AS FACILITATORS AND MENTORS, GUIDING STUDENTS THROUGH COMPLEX CONCEPTS AND ENCOURAGING
INDEPENDENT THOUGHT. THIS PEDAGOGICAL STYLE ENHANCES COMPREHENSION AND RETENTION ACROSS ALL COURSES.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

TO COMPLEMENT ITS CHALLENGING COURSES OF INSTRUCTION, PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY PROVIDES EXTENSIVE ACADEMIC
SUPPORT AND RESOURCES. THESE INCLUDE TUTORING SERVICES, WRITING CENTERS, AND STUDY GROUPS AIMED AT HELPING
STUDENTS SUCCEED. THE SCHOOL ALSO OFFERS WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS FOCUSED ON STUDY SKILLS, TIME MANAGEMENT,
AND TEST PREPARATION.

TECHNOLOGY AND LIBRARY RESOURCES ARE INTEGRAL TO THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE, PROVIDING ACCESS TO DIGITAL
DATABASES, RESEARCH TOOLS, AND SPECIALIZED SOFT\W ARE. FACULTY ADVISORS WORK CLOSELY WITH STUDENTS TO
MONITOR PROGRESS AND TAILOR SUPPORT AS NEEDED. THIS COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT SYSTEM ENSURES THAT ALL STUDENTS
CAN THRIVE WITHIN PHILLIPS EXETER’S RIGOROUS ACADEMIC FRAMEW ORK.

e CORE CURRICULUM BALANCING DEPTH AND BREADTH
o \X/IDE RANGE OF COURSES ACROSS MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND HONORS-LEVEL OPTIONS

INTERDISCIPLINARY AND SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

® HARKNESS METHOD EMPHASIZING DISCUSSION AND COLLABORATION

® ROBUST ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND RESOURCE AVAILABILITY

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN SUBJECTS OFFERED IN THE PHILLIPS EXETER COURSES OF
INSTRUCTION?

PHILLIPS EXETER OFFERS COURSES IN CORE SUBJECTS INCLUDING ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, HISTORY, LANGUAGES, AND
ARTS, DESIGNED TO FOSTER CRITICAL THINKING AND DEPTH OF UNDERSTANDING.

How DOES THE EXETER METHOD INFLUENCE THE COURSES OF INSTRUCTION AT PHILLIPS



EXETER?

THE EXETER METHOD, CENTERED ON THE HARKNESS DISCUSSION APPROACH, EMPHASIZES STUDENT-LED DIALOGUE AND
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING, DEEPLY INFLUENCING THE COURSES BY PROMOTING CRITICAL THINKING AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION.

ARE THERE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES AVAILABLE AT PHILLIPS EXETER?

YES, PHILLIPS EXETER OFFERS A VARIETY OF AP COURSES ACROSS DISCIPLINES, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN COLLEGE-
LEVEL WORK AND POTENTIALLY EARN COLLEGE CREDIT.

CAN STUDENTS AT PHILLIPS EXETER CUSTOMIZE THEIR COURSE SCHEDULES?

STUDENTS HAVE CONSIDERABLE FLEXIBILITY TO CHOOSE COURSES THAT ALIGN WITH THEIR INTERESTS AND ACADEMIC GOALS,
WITHIN THE FRAMEW ORK OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.

DoES PHILLIPS EXETER PROVIDE SUMMER OR SPECIAL PROGRAMS AS PART OF ITS
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION?P

PHILLIPS EXETER OCCASIONALLY OFFERS SUMMER PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL WORKSHOPS THAT COMPLEMENT THE REGULAR
ACADEMIC CURRICULUM, FOCUSING ON ENRICHMENT AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT.

How ARE NEW COURSES INTRODUCED INTO THE PHILLIPS EXETER CURRICULUM?

NEW COURSES ARE DEVELOPED THROUGH FACULTY COLLABORATION AND CURRICULUM COMMITTEES, CONSIDERING EDUCATIONAL
TRENDS AND STUDENT INTEREST TO KEEP THE PROGRAM DYNAMIC AND RELEVANT.

\W/HAT RESOURCES SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING IN PHILLIPS EXETER COURSES?

STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO EXTENSIVE RESOURCES INCLUDING THE PHILLIPS EXETER LIBRARY, ONLINE DATABASES, FACULTY
OFFICE HOURS, AND TUTORING PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT THEIR ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE ART OF PROBLEM SOL VING: PRECALCULUS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A DEEP DIVE INTO PRECALCULUS CONCEPTS, BLENDING RIGOROUS THEORY WITH CHALLENGING PROBLEMS. |T
ALIGNS WELL WITH COURSES EMPHASIZING ANALYTICAL THINKING AND ADVANCED ALGEBRA SKILLS, MUCH LIKE THOSE AT
PHILLIPS EXETER. STUDENTS CAN EXPECT CLEAR EXPLANATIONS AND A PLETHORA OF EXERCISES DESIGNED TO BUILD A STRONG
FOUNDATION FOR CALCULUS. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES CREATIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING TECHNIQUES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
SUCCESS IN COMPETITIVE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENTS.

2. ExeTer MATHEMATICS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY TO COMPLEMENT THE PHILLIPS EXETER MATH CURRICULUM, THIS GUIDE COVERS KEY TOPICS SUCH AS
ALGEBRA, GEOMETRY, AND CALCULUS. IT INCLUDES WORKED EXAMPLES, PRACTICE PROBLEMS, AND DETAILED SOLUTIONS THAT
MIRROR THE SCHOOL'S INSTRUCTIONAL STYLE. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES LOGICAL REASONING AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF PROBLEM-
SOLVING STRATEGIES, FOSTERING BOTH UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR EXETER’S
RIGOROUS MATH COURSES AND EXAMS.

3. INTRoDUCTION TO CLASSICAL LITERATURE: TEXTS AND CONTEXTS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF CLASSICAL LITERATURE, INCLUDING GREEK AND ROMAN TEXTS OFTEN STUDIED IN
PHILLIPS EXETER’S HUMANITIES COURSES. |T FEATURES ANNOTATED SELECTIONS THAT HELP STUDENTS GRASP HISTORICAL
CONTEXT, LITERARY DEVICES, AND THEMATIC ELEMENTS. THE COMMENTARY ENCOURAGES CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION,
PROMOTING A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF CLASSICAL WORKS. PERFECT FOR STUDENTS SEEKING TO STRENGTHEN THEIR READING AND
INTERPRETIVE SKILLS.



4. FOUNDATIONS OF CHEMISTRY: CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS

COVERING FUNDAMENTAL CHEMISTRY TOPICS, THIS BOOK COMPLEMENTS THE LABORATORY AND THEORETICAL COMPONENTS OF
PHILLIPS EXETER’S SCIENCE COURSES. |T PRESENTS CLEAR EXPLANATIONS OF CHEMICAL PRINCIPLES ALONGSIDE REAL-\WORLD
APPLICATIONS AND EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES. THE TEXT INCLUDES PROBLEM SETS THAT CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO APPLY
CONCEPTS IN NOVEL WAYS, FOSTERING BOTH KNOWLEDGE AND INQUIRY. |IT SUPPORTS A HANDS-ON APPROACH TO LEARNING
CHEMISTRY WITHIN A RIGOROUS ACADEMIC FRAMEW ORK.

5. ExpLorING WORLD HISTORY: THEMES AND PERSPECTIVES

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY BOOK ALIGNS WITH COURSES THAT EXPLORE GLOBAL HISTORICAL EVENTS AND THEMES AT
PHILLIPS EXETER. |IT OFFERS THEMATIC CHAPTERS THAT ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ANALYZE CAUSE AND EFFECT, CULTURAL
INTERACTIONS, AND HISTORICAL CHANGE OVER TIME. THE INCLUSION OF PRIMARY SOURCE EXCERPTS AND DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS PROMOTES CRITICAL THINKING AND ENGAGEMENT. |T SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR DEVELOPING
ANALYTICAL WRITING AND HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION SKILLS.

6. EnGLISH GRAMMAR AND CoMPOSITION: A STUDENT’S GUIDE

FOCUSED ON ENHANCING WRITING AND GRAMMAR SKILLS, THIS GUIDE SUPPORTS PHILLIPS EXETER’S EMPHASIS ON CLEAR AND
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. T COVERS TOPICS FROM SENTENCE STRUCTURE TO ESSAY ORGANIZATION, PROVIDING EXAMPLES
AND PRACTICE EXERCISES. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES REVISION AND CRITICAL SELF-EDITING, ESSENTIAL FOR PRODUCING POLISHED
ACADEMIC WORK. SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO EXCEL IN ENGLISH COURSES AND STANDARDIZED WRITING ASSESSMENTS.

7. PHYSIcs PrincipLES: CONCEPTS AND PROBLEMS

THIS TEXTBOOK PRESENTS FOUNDATIONAL PHYSICS TOPICS WITH AN EMPHASIS ON CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND PROBLEM-
SOLVING, REFLECTING THE APPROACH USED IN EXETER’S PHYSICS CLASSES. |T INCLUDES DETAILED EXPLANATIONS, ILLUSTRATIVE
DIAGRAMS, AND A VARIETY OF PRACTICE PROBLEMS WITH STEP-BY-STEP SOLUTIONS. THE BOOK FOSTERS ANALYTICAL THINKING
AND PREPARES STUDENTS FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN PHYSICAL SCIENCES. |T IS ESPECIALLY HELPFUL FOR STUDENTS ENGAGED IN
LAB WORK AND THEORETICAL ANALYSIS.

8. INTRODUCTION TO LATIN LANGUAGE AND LITERA TURE

THIS BOOK INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO LATIN GRAMMAR, VOCABULARY, AND CLASSICAL TEXTS, PARALLELING THE CURRICULUM
OFFERED AT PHILLIPS EXETER. |T BALANCES LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION WITH CULTURAL AND LITERARY INSIGHTS, HELPING
STUDENTS APPRECIATE THE LANGUAGE’S HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. EXERCISES FOCUS ON TRANSLATION AND COMPREHENSION
SKILLS, BUILDING A SOLID LINGUISTIC FOUNDATION. IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS AND THOSE INTERESTED IN CLASSICAL STUDIES.

9. ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE: CONCEPTS AND PRACTICES

COVERING KEY ENVIRONMENTAL TOPICS SUCH AS ECOSYSTEMS, SUSTAINABILITY, AND HUMAN IMPACT, THIS BOOK COMPLEMENTS
PHILLIPS EXETER’S SCIENCE OFFERINGS. |T INTEGRATES SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES WITH CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES,
ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT GLOBAL CHALLENGES. THE TEXT INCLUDES CASE STUDIES, EXPERIMENTS,
AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS THAT PROMOTE ACTIVE LEARNING. |T IS WELL-SUITED FOR COURSES THAT EMPHASIZE
INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP.
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