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When it comes to training your dog, the journey doesn't end with basic obedience. After
completing foundational skills, many pet owners seek to develop their dog's abilities
further. The PetSmart Intermediate Training Guide offers a structured approach to
enhance your dog's training experience, providing both mental enrichment and
socialization opportunities. This guide will walk you through the important aspects of
intermediate training, including the skills to focus on, training techniques, and tips to keep
your dog engaged throughout the process.

Understanding Intermediate Training

Intermediate training is designed for dogs who have already mastered basic obedience
commands, such as sit, stay, and come. This stage of training focuses on refining these
skills and introducing new commands that provide more complex challenges. Intermediate
training not only helps improve your dog's behavior but also strengthens the bond
between you and your pet.

Goals of Intermediate Training

The primary goals of intermediate training include:

1. Enhancing Obedience: Building on basic commands to create a more responsive and
well-behaved dog.
2. Introducing New Commands: Teaching advanced commands such as heel, leave it, and
more complex tricks.
3. Improving Socialization: Exposing your dog to new environments, people, and other
dogs to reduce anxiety and promote good behavior.
4. Mental Stimulation: Engaging your dog's mind with challenging activities that prevent
boredom and destructive behaviors.

Key Skills to Focus On

In intermediate training, you'll want to focus on specific skills that build on your dog's
foundational knowledge. Here are some important commands and exercises to consider:

1. Advanced Obedience Commands

- Heel: Teaching your dog to walk beside you on a loose leash.



- Leave It: Training your dog to ignore distractions, such as food or toys on the ground.
- Wait: Teaching your dog to stay in place until you give the command to move.
- Come When Called: Reinforcing this command in more distracting environments to
ensure reliability.

2. Tricks and Fun Activities

Intermediate training can also include teaching your dog fun tricks that can impress
friends and family. Consider adding these to your training repertoire:

- Shake Hands: A simple trick that involves your dog lifting a paw to shake your hand.
- Roll Over: Teaching your dog to roll over on command.
- Play Dead: Training your dog to lie down and remain still on command.
- Spin: Encouraging your dog to turn in circles on command.

Training Techniques

Utilizing effective training techniques is crucial for a successful intermediate training
experience. Here are some methods to incorporate into your training sessions:

1. Positive Reinforcement

Positive reinforcement is the cornerstone of effective dog training. This technique involves
rewarding your dog for desired behaviors with treats, praise, or playtime. Here are some
tips for using positive reinforcement effectively:

- Timing: Reward your dog immediately after they perform the desired behavior to create
a strong association.
- Consistency: Use the same cues and rewards for specific commands to avoid confusion.
- Variety of Rewards: Mix up rewards to keep your dog motivated. Use treats, toys, and
affection to maintain interest.

2. Clicker Training

Clicker training is a popular method that utilizes a small device that makes a clicking
sound to mark desired behaviors. This method can enhance communication between you
and your dog. Here’s how to get started:

- Introduce the Clicker: Start by clicking the device and immediately giving a treat. This
will teach your dog to associate the click sound with a reward.
- Use the Clicker During Training: Click when your dog performs the desired behavior,
followed by a reward.
- Gradually Fade the Clicker: Once your dog reliably performs the behavior, you can



gradually reduce the frequency of clicks and treats.

3. Short Training Sessions

Dogs learn best in short, focused training sessions. Aim for sessions that last 5 to 10
minutes, allowing your dog to absorb the information without becoming overwhelmed.
Here are some tips for effective short sessions:

- Frequent Breaks: Allow your dog to relax between sessions to maintain their interest and
enthusiasm.
- End on a Positive Note: Always conclude training sessions with a successful command or
trick to leave your dog feeling accomplished.

Socialization Opportunities

Socialization is an integral part of intermediate training. Exposing your dog to different
environments, people, and other animals will help them become a well-adjusted adult dog.
Here are some ways to provide socialization opportunities:

1. Group Classes

Enroll in group training classes at PetSmart or other local facilities. These classes allow
your dog to interact with other dogs while learning new skills. Look for classes that cater
to intermediate-level dogs to ensure the appropriate challenge.

2. Dog Parks

Visiting dog parks can offer valuable socialization experiences. Ensure your dog is
comfortable around other dogs and always supervise their interactions to ensure positive
experiences.

3. Field Trips

Take your dog on excursions to pet-friendly locations such as cafes, stores, or parks. These
trips expose your dog to new sights, sounds, and smells, which can enhance their
adaptability and confidence.



Common Challenges and Solutions

Training can come with its share of challenges. Here are some common issues you may
encounter during intermediate training, along with solutions to overcome them:

1. Distraction

As you introduce new commands, distractions may interfere with your dog's focus. To
address this, practice in a quiet environment before gradually adding distractions. Reward
your dog for maintaining focus despite these distractions.

2. Stubbornness

Some dogs may become stubborn during training, especially if they sense a lack of
consistency. Ensure you're being consistent with commands and rewards. If a command
isn’t working, try a different approach or break the command down into smaller steps.

3. Boredom

If your dog seems disinterested, consider changing your training approach. Incorporate
new games, tricks, or even change the environment to keep your dog engaged. Always be
enthusiastic and make training a fun experience.

Conclusion

The PetSmart Intermediate Training Guide serves as a valuable resource for pet owners
looking to deepen their dog's training experience. By focusing on advanced obedience,
introducing new commands, and utilizing effective training techniques, you can help your
dog grow into a well-rounded and obedient companion. Remember, patience and
consistency are key to successful training. With the right approach, you and your dog can
enjoy this rewarding journey together, enhancing your bond and ensuring a happy, well-
behaved pet.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the PetSmart Intermediate
Training Guide?
The PetSmart Intermediate Training Guide is designed to help pet owners build on basic



obedience skills while introducing more advanced commands and behaviors, enhancing
the pet-owner bond.

What skills are typically covered in the Intermediate
Training classes at PetSmart?
Intermediate Training classes at PetSmart usually cover skills such as recall, loose leash
walking, advanced commands like 'stay' and 'leave it', and socialization with other dogs.

How long does it usually take to complete the
Intermediate Training program at PetSmart?
The Intermediate Training program at PetSmart generally consists of several weekly
sessions, often totaling around 6 to 8 weeks, depending on the specific class schedule.

Can all dogs participate in the PetSmart Intermediate
Training classes?
Yes, as long as the dog has successfully completed basic training and is at least 5 months
old, they can participate in the Intermediate Training classes.

Are there any prerequisites for enrolling in the
PetSmart Intermediate Training classes?
Yes, dogs should have completed a basic obedience training class or have equivalent
training experience before enrolling in the Intermediate Training classes.

What is the trainer-to-student ratio in PetSmart
Intermediate Training classes?
PetSmart typically maintains a trainer-to-student ratio of about 1:6 to ensure personalized
attention and effective learning for each dog.

How can pet owners reinforce training at home after
completing the Intermediate Training classes?
Pet owners can reinforce training at home by practicing commands regularly, using
positive reinforcement techniques, and incorporating training into daily routines to keep
skills sharp.

What materials are provided in the PetSmart
Intermediate Training Guide?
The PetSmart Intermediate Training Guide typically includes lesson plans, training
techniques, tips for handling common behavioral issues, and resources for further
education.
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