
persepolis 2 the story of a return
Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return is a remarkable graphic memoir by Marjane Satrapi, which
continues the narrative established in the first volume of her series, "Persepolis: The Story of a
Childhood." In this sequel, Satrapi delves deeper into her experiences growing up in post-
revolutionary Iran, exploring themes of identity, loss, and resilience. The book not only captures the
turbulent socio-political landscape of the time but also reveals the personal struggles of a young girl
transitioning into adulthood against the backdrop of war and oppression.

The Context of Persepolis 2

To fully appreciate the depth of "Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return," it is essential to understand the
historical context in which it is set. Following the Islamic Revolution in 1979, Iran underwent
significant changes that affected every aspect of life, including education, dress codes, and personal
freedoms.

The Islamic Revolution and its Impact

The revolution brought about a regime that enforced strict interpretations of Islamic law, significantly
altering daily life for many Iranians. Women's rights were particularly affected, as new laws mandated
the wearing of the hijab and restricted their roles in society. This political climate serves as a crucial
backdrop for Satrapi's story, highlighting the tensions between personal freedom and societal
expectations.

Plot Overview of Persepolis 2

"Persepolis 2" picks up where the first volume left off, with Marjane returning to Iran after several
years in Europe. The narrative follows her journey as she navigates the complexities of her homeland,
reconciling her experiences abroad with the realities of life in Iran.

Marjane's Return to Iran

Upon her return, Marjane faces the stark contrast between her Western experiences and the
repressive environment of Iran. The book captures her struggle to adapt and her desire to fit into a
society that has changed dramatically in her absence.

Life in Iran: A Young Woman’s Perspective

Throughout "Persepolis 2," Marjane grapples with the expectations placed upon her as a young



woman in Iran. Key themes explored include:

- Identity Crisis: Marjane's experiences in Europe have shaped her views, and she feels alienated upon
her return.
- Cultural Clash: The differences between her secular upbringing in Europe and the conservative
norms of Iran create an internal conflict.
- Resistance and Rebellion: Marjane's spirit of rebellion is evident as she challenges societal norms,
often through small acts of defiance, such as her choice of clothing and her attitude towards
authority.

Character Development in Persepolis 2

Marjane's character evolves significantly throughout "Persepolis 2." Her journey reflects the
complexities of growing up in a politically charged environment, marked by her interactions with
family, friends, and mentors.

Family Dynamics

Marjane’s relationship with her family is a central aspect of the narrative. Her parents, who are
progressive and educated, serve as a source of support and guidance. Key family members include:

- Mother: A strong influence on Marjane, encouraging her independence and critical thinking.
- Father: Provides a grounded perspective, often reminding Marjane of the importance of staying true
to oneself.
- Grandmother: Represents the historical struggle of women in Iran, imparting wisdom and resilience.

Friendships and Relationships

Marjane’s friendships play a crucial role in her development. Through her interactions with peers, she
learns about loyalty, betrayal, and the significance of solidarity in times of hardship. Notable
friendships include:

- Niki: A friend who embodies the spirit of rebellion, supporting Marjane in her quest for freedom.
- Julie: Represents the contrasting perspectives of those who have not experienced the same
struggles.

Thematic Elements in Persepolis 2

"Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return" is rich with thematic elements that resonate with readers across
cultures. The following key themes are prominent throughout the narrative:



Identity and Self-Discovery

Marjane's journey is ultimately one of self-discovery. The narrative explores her quest to understand
who she is in a world that often seeks to define her based on rigid societal norms. Her experiences of
living in Europe and returning to Iran highlight the complexities of cultural identity.

Resistance and Resilience

The theme of resistance is woven throughout the narrative, showcasing the spirit of defiance that
exists in the face of oppression. Marjane’s small acts of rebellion serve as a powerful commentary on
the importance of standing up against injustice, no matter how daunting the circumstances may
seem.

The Role of Women in Society

Satrapi poignantly addresses the struggles faced by women in Iran. Through Marjane's experiences,
the narrative sheds light on the broader issues of gender inequality, highlighting the resilience of
women who continue to fight for their rights and autonomy.

The Visual Style of Persepolis 2

One of the defining features of "Persepolis 2" is its unique visual style. The stark black-and-white
illustrations enhance the emotional depth of the story, allowing readers to connect with Marjane’s
experiences on a visceral level.

The Significance of Black-and-White Art

The choice of black-and-white art serves multiple purposes:

- Contrast and Clarity: The lack of color draws attention to the stark realities of Marjane's life and the
tumultuous political landscape.
- Symbolism: The simplicity of the visuals reflects the complexities of identity and the duality of
Marjane’s experiences—both in Iran and abroad.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Persepolis 2

"Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return" is not just a personal memoir; it is a powerful exploration of
identity, resilience, and the human spirit amidst adversity. Marjane Satrapi's masterful storytelling
and evocative illustrations invite readers into her world, offering a poignant reflection on the
challenges faced by individuals in oppressive regimes. As readers journey alongside Marjane, they are



reminded of the importance of understanding and empathy in the face of cultural differences, making
"Persepolis 2" a timeless and essential work in the graphic novel genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Persepolis 2: The Story of a
Return'?
The graphic novel explores themes of identity, exile, war, and the impact of political upheaval on
personal lives, as well as the struggle between tradition and modernity.

How does Marjane's character develop in 'Persepolis 2'?
Marjane evolves from a naive child into a more complex teenager grappling with her identity, cultural
heritage, and the challenges of growing up in a tumultuous environment.

What is the significance of Marjane's return to Iran in the
story?
Her return symbolizes a confrontation with her past, a desire to reconnect with her roots, and the
complexities of re-adjusting to a society that has changed drastically during her absence.

How does Satrapi use humor in 'Persepolis 2'?
Satrapi employs humor to cope with the harsh realities of life, making poignant observations about
her experiences, which lightens the narrative while addressing serious topics.

What role does family play in 'Persepolis 2'?
Family serves as a source of support and guidance for Marjane, providing a sense of stability as she
navigates the challenges of adolescence and the sociopolitical landscape of Iran.

How does 'Persepolis 2' address the theme of feminism?
The book highlights women's struggles for independence and rights in a patriarchal society,
showcasing Marjane's own journey toward self-empowerment and her challenges against traditional
gender roles.

What impact does the Iranian Revolution have on Marjane’s
life in 'Persepolis 2'?
The revolution profoundly impacts her life by altering her social environment, restricting her
freedoms, and forcing her to confront the consequences of political ideologies on personal existence.



In what ways does Satrapi depict the contrast between life in
Iran and Europe?
Satrapi contrasts the cultural and social freedoms of Europe with the restrictions and societal norms
of Iran, illustrating Marjane's feelings of alienation and belonging in both environments.

What artistic style does Satrapi use in 'Persepolis 2' and how
does it enhance the narrative?
Satrapi uses a stark black-and-white art style that emphasizes emotion and clarity, allowing readers
to engage deeply with the story while focusing on the characters' expressions and experiences.

How does 'Persepolis 2' reflect the personal impact of
historical events?
The narrative intertwines Marjane's personal growth with historical events, illustrating how larger
sociopolitical changes affect individual lives, showcasing the interplay between personal and
collective history.
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