
per stirpes practice problems

Per stirpes practice problems are an essential aspect of estate planning and inheritance law, particularly when
it comes to understanding how assets are distributed among heirs. The term "per stirpes" is derived from Latin
and translates to "by branches." This legal concept ensures that descendants inherit their ancestor's share of
an estate, even if that ancestor is no longer living. Understanding this principle is crucial for both estate
planners and beneficiaries, as it dictates how property is allocated when a family member predeceases the
decedent. This article will explore various practice problems related to per stirpes distribution, providing
clarity on its application and implications.

Understanding Per Stirpes Distribution

Before diving into practice problems, it’s important to grasp the fundamental concept of per stirpes. In the
context of wills and trusts, per stirpes distribution means that the estate is divided among branches of the
family. Each branch represents a deceased heir's share, which is then distributed equally among that branch’s
descendants.

Key Features of Per Stirpes Distribution

1. Equal Distribution Among Descendants: When a beneficiary passes away before the decedent, their share is
equally divided among their children.
2. Branches of the Family: Each branch refers to a lineage stemming from a deceased beneficiary, ensuring that the
family line continues to receive their rightful inheritance.
3. Clear Legal Framework: The per stirpes clause must be clearly articulated in a will or trust document to
avoid ambiguity during the distribution process.

Practice Problem 1: Basic Per Stirpes Distribution

Let’s consider a simple example to illustrate how per stirpes works.

Scenario: John has three children: Alice, Bob, and Carol. If John passes away and leaves behind a will stating
that his estate should be divided per stirpes, the distribution will occur as follows:

1. Each child is entitled to an equal share of the estate.
2. If Alice predeceases John and has two children (Dylan and Emma), Alice’s share will be divided between Dylan
and Emma.

Questions:
- If John’s estate is valued at $300,000, how much will each child receive?
- What happens to Alice’s share after her death?

Solutions:
- John’s estate will be divided into three equal parts, so each child (Bob, Carol) receives $100,000.
- Alice’s $100,000 share will be split between Dylan and Emma, giving each of them $50,000.

Practice Problem 2: Complex Family Structures

Scenario: Sarah has four children: Max, Olivia, Peter, and Quinn. Max has two children, while Olivia and Peter



have one child each. Quinn does not have any children. If Sarah’s estate is worth $400,000 and she specifies a
per stirpes distribution in her will, how will the estate be divided?

Questions:
- Calculate the amount each heir will receive.
- What is the total distribution for Max’s children compared to the other heirs?

Solutions:
1. Initial Division: Sarah’s estate will be divided into four equal parts, one for each child.
- Total estate: $400,000
- Each child’s share: $400,000 ÷ 4 = $100,000

2. Further Division for Max’s Children: Since Max is deceased, his share will pass to his two children.
- Max’s children will each receive:
- $100,000 ÷ 2 = $50,000 each.

3. Final Distribution:
- Max's children: $50,000 each (total of $100,000)
- Olivia’s child: $100,000
- Peter’s child: $100,000
- Quinn: $100,000

Practice Problem 3: Complications with Multiple Deaths

Scenario: A family has a will that states a per stirpes distribution. If the decedent, Robert, has two children,
Hannah and William, and William has three children (Aiden, Bella, and Chloe). If Robert passes away, and then
Hannah passes away shortly afterward, how is Robert's estate distributed if it totals $600,000?

Questions:
- Determine the distribution for each heir.
- How does Hannah’s death impact the distribution for William's children?

Solutions:
1. Initial Division: Robert’s estate will initially be divided into two equal parts.
- Each child (Hannah and William) would receive $300,000.

2. Distribution After Hannah’s Death: Since Hannah has passed away, her share will be divided among her
descendants. If Hannah has two children, let’s say Ella and Noah:
- Hannah’s share: $300,000 will be split between Ella and Noah.
- Ella and Noah each receive $150,000.

3. Final Distribution:
- William: $300,000
- Ella: $150,000
- Noah: $150,000
- Aiden, Bella, and Chloe do not receive anything from Hannah’s portion as she had no subsequent heirs.

Practice Problem 4: Real-World Application and Conflicts

Scenario: A wealthy individual, George, has a will indicating per stirpes distribution. He has one son, Jack, who
has passed away, leaving two children: Mia and Ethan. George also has a daughter, Lily. What happens when
George passes away, but there is a dispute between Mia and Ethan regarding the distribution of George's
$800,000 estate, claiming different interpretations of the will?



Questions:
- What is the legal standing of Mia and Ethan's claims?
- How will the estate be divided according to the per stirpes rule?

Solutions:
1. Legal Standing: In a per stirpes distribution, since Jack is deceased, his share would pass down to Mia and
Ethan equally. Disputes typically arise from unclear language in the will, but per stirpes is a well-established
principle.

2. Division of Estate:
- George's estate of $800,000 will be divided into two portions: one for Lily and one for Jack’s children.
- Lily: $400,000
- Mia and Ethan will split Jack’s share:
- Jack’s share: $400,000 ÷ 2 = $200,000 each for Mia and Ethan.

In this scenario, Mia and Ethan each receive $200,000, while Lily receives $400,000.

Conclusion

Understanding per stirpes practice problems is vital for anyone involved in estate planning or managing
inheritance disputes. The principle ensures that family branches receive their appropriate share of an estate,
reflecting a fair distribution among descendants. By examining various scenarios, we can see how per stirpes
operates in different familial contexts and the potential complexities that can arise.

When drafting a will or trust, it’s crucial to clearly articulate the intent of per stirpes distribution to
prevent misunderstandings or disputes among heirs. Additionally, consulting with an estate planning attorney
can provide guidance tailored to individual family situations, ensuring that one's wishes are honored and that
the distribution process is as smooth as possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'per stirpes' mean in estate planning?

'Per stirpes' is a legal term used in estate planning that means 'by branch.' It ensures that when a beneficiary dies
before the testator, their share of the inheritance is passed down to their descendants (children or
grandchildren), rather than being divided among the surviving beneficiaries.

How does per stirpes differ from per capita distribution?

Per stirpes distribution allocates inheritance based on family branches, ensuring descendants receive their
parent's share if they predecease the testator. In contrast, per capita distribution divides the inheritance
equally among all surviving beneficiaries, regardless of family branches.

Can you provide an example of a per stirpes distribution problem?

Sure! If a testator has three children: A, B, and C. If A passes away before the testator and has two children
(A1 and A2), under a per stirpes clause, B and C would inherit 1/3 each, while A1 and A2 would split A's 1/3,
receiving 1/6 each.

What are common mistakes to avoid when using per stirpes in a will?

Common mistakes include failing to clearly define the term 'per stirpes' in the will, not accounting for



stepchildren or adopted children, and not specifying how shares are divided among descendants if the primary
beneficiary is deceased.

Is per stirpes the best choice for all estate plans?

Not necessarily. While per stirpes can be beneficial for ensuring inheritance flows to descendants, it may not be
suitable for all families. Factors such as the family's dynamics, the presence of estranged relatives, and the
desired distribution method should be considered before choosing this option.
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