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The Pentair 320 chlorinator is a popular choice for pool owners seeking a reliable and
efficient method for maintaining water sanitation. This device simplifies the process of
adding chlorine to your pool, ensuring that your swimming environment stays clean and
safe. Whether you're a first-time user or looking to refresh your knowledge about the
Pentair 320 chlorinator, this comprehensive guide will cover everything you need to know
about its operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety precautions.

Overview of the Pentair 320 Chlorinator

The Pentair 320 chlorinator is designed to automate the addition of chlorine to your pool
water, helping to eliminate the need for manual dosing. It utilizes a saltwater system that
converts salt into chlorine, providing a consistent level of sanitization. This chlorinator is
particularly beneficial for in-ground pools and is suitable for a variety of pool sizes.

Key Features

- User-Friendly Interface: The chlorinator comes with an easy-to-read digital display that
provides real-time information on chlorine production and system status.
- Adjustable Settings: Users can customize chlorine output based on pool size and usage
patterns.
- Self-Cleaning Cell: The chlorinator features a self-cleaning mechanism that reduces
maintenance requirements and prolongs the life of the cell.
- Durable Construction: Built with high-quality materials, the Pentair 320 is designed to
withstand harsh pool conditions and provide lasting performance.

Installation of the Pentair 320 Chlorinator

Installing the Pentair 320 chlorinator involves several steps and requires adherence to
local electrical and plumbing codes. It is recommended to hire a professional for
installation, but if you choose to do it yourself, follow these guidelines:

Required Tools and Materials

- Chlorinator unit
- PVC piping
- Pipe fittings
- Saltwater pool system



- Electrical wiring and conduit
- Tools: PVC cutter, wrench set, screwdriver, multimeter

Installation Steps

1. Prepare the Site: Choose a location close to the pool’s equipment pad, ensuring it is
protected from the elements and easily accessible.
2. Install Piping: Cut and fit the PVC pipes to connect the chlorinator to the pool's
circulation system. Ensure the flow direction is correct as indicated on the unit.
3. Connect Electrical Supply: Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines for electrical
connections. It is crucial to ensure that the unit is properly grounded for safety.
4. Add Salt: If using a saltwater system, add the appropriate amount of salt to the pool
water as per the manufacturer's instructions.
5. Test the System: Before powering up, check all connections for leaks and ensure proper
installation.
6. Power On: Once everything is set up, turn on the chlorinator and set it to the desired
chlorine output level.

Operating the Pentair 320 Chlorinator

Once installed, operating the Pentair 320 chlorinator is straightforward.

Setting the Chlorine Output

1. Access the Control Panel: The digital interface allows you to adjust the chlorine output
easily.
2. Select Output Level: Use the up and down buttons to set the desired chlorine
production level. It's recommended to start at a lower setting and adjust based on water
testing results.
3. Monitor Chlorine Levels: Regularly check chlorine levels using a reliable pool testing kit
to ensure your pool remains safe for swimming.

Maintenance Requirements

Proper maintenance will ensure the longevity of your chlorinator. Here are essential
maintenance tasks:

- Clean the Cell: The self-cleaning feature usually suffices, but inspect the cell every few
months. If scaling is present, manually clean it using a diluted muriatic acid solution.
- Check Salt Levels: Regularly test the salt levels in the pool. Ideal levels are typically
between 2700 to 3400 ppm.
- Inspect Connections: Periodically check all plumbing and electrical connections for any
signs of wear or damage.



- Monitor Water Chemistry: Besides chlorine, maintain balanced pH, alkalinity, and
stabilizer levels for optimal performance.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even the best systems can encounter issues. Below are common problems users may face
with the Pentair 320 chlorinator and their solutions.

Low Chlorine Production

- Check Salt Levels: Ensure the salt concentration is within the recommended range.
- Inspect the Cell: Clean the cell if there are signs of scaling or debris.
- Adjust Output Settings: Increase the chlorine output setting if necessary.

Cell Not Cleaning Properly

- Check for Clogs: Ensure that there are no blockages in the system.
- Examine the Self-Cleaning Feature: If the self-cleaning feature is malfunctioning, you
may need to clean the cell manually.

Error Codes on Display

- Refer to the Manual: Use the user manual to decipher any error codes displayed on the
interface.
- Reset the System: Sometimes, resetting the unit can resolve minor issues.

Safety Precautions

Safety should always be a priority when operating any chlorination system. Here are some
essential precautions:

- Electrical Safety: Ensure the unit is grounded. Avoid working on the system while it is
powered on.
- Chemical Handling: Handle all chemicals, including salt and muriatic acid, with care.
Wear protective gear as necessary.
- Regular Inspections: Regularly inspect the chlorinator for leaks or damage, and address
any issues promptly.



Conclusion

The Pentair 320 chlorinator is an invaluable tool for pool maintenance, providing a
convenient and effective way to keep your swimming water safe and clean. By
understanding its operation, installation, and maintenance, you can ensure optimal
performance and longevity from your chlorinator. Regularly consulting the user manual
will aid in troubleshooting and maintaining the system efficiently. With proper care, the
Pentair 320 can enhance your pool experience for years to come, ensuring that your family
enjoys a healthy and enjoyable swimming environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of the Pentair 320
chlorinator?
The primary function of the Pentair 320 chlorinator is to automatically generate chlorine
from salt, helping to sanitize swimming pool water and maintain proper chemical balance.

Where can I find the Pentair 320 chlorinator manual?
The Pentair 320 chlorinator manual can typically be found on the official Pentair website
under the support or product documentation section, or it can be accessed through
authorized dealers.

What should I do if my Pentair 320 chlorinator shows an
error code?
If your Pentair 320 chlorinator displays an error code, refer to the manual for specific
troubleshooting steps. Common solutions include checking salt levels, inspecting the cell
for build-up, and ensuring proper electrical connections.

How often should I clean the cell in my Pentair 320
chlorinator?
It is recommended to clean the cell of your Pentair 320 chlorinator every 3 to 6 months, or
more frequently if you notice a decrease in chlorine production or buildup on the cell
plates.

Can I install the Pentair 320 chlorinator myself?
Yes, the Pentair 320 chlorinator can be installed by a knowledgeable DIYer, but it is
advisable to consult the manual for installation instructions and safety precautions. For
best results, consider hiring a professional.
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