path of exile witch guide

path of exile witch guide offers an in-depth look at one of the most versatile and powerful classes
in the game Path of Exile. This guide covers essential aspects such as character progression, skill
gem choices, passive skill tree recommendations, and equipment strategies tailored specifically for
the Witch. Known for her proficiency in spellcasting and elemental damage, the Witch class is ideal
for players who enjoy a magic-focused playstyle with a variety of builds ranging from summoners to
elemental damage dealers. This comprehensive article will explore the different Witch ascendancies,
popular builds, and tips to optimize your gameplay experience. Whether you are a new player or
looking to refine your current Witch character, this guide provides critical insights to enhance your
Path of Exile journey. The following sections will guide you through the core components necessary
for mastering the Witch class efficiently.

¢ Understanding the Witch Class

¢ Ascendancy Classes for Witch

e Skill Gems and Build Recommendations
¢ Passive Skill Tree Optimization

¢ Essential Equipment and Itemization

e Gameplay Tips and Strategies

Understanding the Witch Class

The Witch is one of the seven starting classes in Path of Exile, specializing in spellcasting and
elemental damage. Her base attributes favor intelligence, providing increased mana and powerful
spell potential. The class is well-suited for players who want to explore magical abilities such as fire,
cold, and lightning spells, along with summoning minions to aid in combat. The Witch's starting
location on the passive skill tree grants access to numerous nodes that boost spell damage, mana
regeneration, and elemental resistances. This versatility allows for diverse playstyles, ranging from
glass cannon mages to durable summoner builds.

Core Attributes and Strengths

Witch characters begin with high intelligence and moderate dexterity, enabling them to equip a wide
range of spellcasting gear and abilities. Their core strengths include increased spell damage,
elemental damage boosts, and enhanced energy shield capacity. These attributes make the Witch an
excellent choice for players focusing on magic-based damage and survivability through energy
shields rather than traditional armor or evasion.



Weaknesses to Consider

Despite their strengths, Witches typically have lower health pools compared to other classes, relying
heavily on energy shield and evasion to survive. Additionally, their initial lack of physical damage
mitigation requires careful gear choices and passive skill allocations to balance offense with defense.
New players should be mindful of positioning and crowd control when playing a Witch to minimize
damage intake.

Ascendancy Classes for Witch

Ascendancy classes provide specialized paths that enhance the Witch’s abilities and define her role
in combat. Each Witch ascendancy offers unique bonuses that cater to different playstyles, from
summoning armies of minions to unleashing devastating elemental spells. Understanding these
subclasses is crucial for maximizing the potential of your Witch character.

Necromancer

The Necromancer ascendancy focuses on summoning and enhancing minions, making it ideal for
players who prefer a summoner playstyle. This subclass offers significant improvements to minion
damage, survivability, and utility, allowing the Witch to command powerful undead allies such as
zombies, skeletons, and spectres.

Elementalist

The Elementalist excels at boosting elemental damage and applying multiple elemental status
effects. This ascendancy enhances the Witch'’s ability to deal fire, cold, and lightning damage while
providing useful defenses against elemental attacks. Elementalist builds often focus on chaining
elemental explosions and ailments for massive area damage.

Occultist

The Occultist specializes in chaos damage and curses, offering strong offensive and defensive
capabilities. This path improves damage over time effects, energy shield regeneration, and curse
effectiveness. Occultist builds often use poison, chaos damage, and debilitating curses to control and
destroy enemies efficiently.

Skill Gems and Build Recommendations

Choosing the right skill gems is essential for creating an effective Witch build. Skill gems determine
the abilities your character can use and often define your playstyle. The Witch benefits from a wide
array of spell gems, minion-support skills, and curse gems, allowing for high customization.



Popular Witch Skills

 Fireball: A classic projectile spell that deals significant fire damage and can be enhanced with
support gems for increased area and damage.

e Summon Raging Spirit: Summons fiery skull minions that seek out enemies, perfect for
summoner builds.

e Freezing Pulse: A cold projectile spell that deals damage and can freeze enemies, useful for
crowd control.

e Raise Spectre: Summons powerful enemy minions to fight alongside the player, a staple for
Necromancer builds.

¢ Essence Drain: Applies chaos damage over time and synergizes well with Occultist
ascendancy.

Support Gems to Consider

Enhancing your main skill gems with support gems is critical for maximizing damage and utility.
Examples include:

e Spell Echo: Allows spells to repeat, effectively doubling casts.

e Controlled Destruction: Increases spell damage at the cost of critical strike chance.
e Minion Damage: Boosts the damage output of summoned creatures.

e Added Lightning Damage: Adds extra elemental damage to spells.

e Greater Multiple Projectiles: Increases the number of projectiles fired.

Passive Skill Tree Optimization

The passive skill tree is a fundamental component of character development in Path of Exile. The
Witch’s starting position allows access to many intelligence-based nodes that enhance spellcasting,
mana, and energy shield. Effective passive skill allocation can dramatically improve damage output
and survivability.

Key Passive Nodes for Witch

Some essential passive nodes for Witch builds include:



¢ Arcane Focus: Increases spell damage.

e Wicked Ward: Boosts energy shield and elemental resistances.

¢ Elemental Overload: Grants increased damage after critical strikes.

e Minion Instability: Causes minions to explode on death, damaging nearby enemies.

¢ Chaos Damage and Damage Over Time nodes: Vital for Occultist and poison builds.

Planning Your Passive Tree

Planning your passive skill tree should align with your chosen ascendancy and skill gems. Prioritize
nodes that enhance your main damage type and increase your defenses, particularly energy shield
and elemental resistances. Utilizing Path of Exile’s external skill tree planner tools can help optimize
your path and allocate points efficiently.

Essential Equipment and Itemization

Proper gear selection is crucial for maximizing the Witch’s potential. The right equipment increases
damage, survivability, and resource management, allowing for more effective spellcasting and
summoning.

Weapon and Off-hand Choices

The Witch typically uses wands, staves, or daggers that boost spell damage, energy shield, or
elemental damage. Off-hand items like orbs or shields can enhance spellcasting capabilities or
provide additional defenses.

Armor and Accessories

Focusing on gear that increases energy shield, intelligence, and elemental resistances is essential.
Accessories that boost mana regeneration, cast speed, or provide additional curse effects can also
significantly improve performance.

Unique Items Recommended for Witch Builds

e Shavronne’s Wrappings: A unique body armor that prevents chaos damage from bypassing
energy shield, excellent for Occultist builds.

¢ Rise of the Phoenix: A unique shield that supports fire spell builds.



e Head of the Three: A helmet that enhances minion damage and survivability.

 Wand of the Apprentice: Boosts elemental spell damage and mana regeneration.

Gameplay Tips and Strategies

Mastering the Witch requires understanding her strengths and weaknesses in combat. Strategic
gameplay can enhance survivability and damage output in various game modes.

Positioning and Crowd Control

Due to the Witch’s lower health pool, maintaining safe positioning is critical. Utilize crowd control
spells such as freezing, chilling, or slowing enemies to keep distance. Leveraging minions to tank
damage allows the Witch to deal damage from afar safely.

Managing Mana and Energy Shield

Efficient mana management is essential to sustain continuous spellcasting. Investing in mana
regeneration and reservation reduction nodes can prevent running out of mana. Similarly, boosting
energy shield and using flasks that restore it ensures survivability during intense battles.

Leveraging Curses and Ailments

Applying curses to enemies weakens their defenses and amplifies your damage output. Combining
curses with ailments like ignite, freeze, or poison can further enhance combat effectiveness,
especially for Occultist builds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best beginner builds for the Witch in Path of
Exile?
Some of the best beginner builds for the Witch include the Summon Raging Spirit Necromancer,

Elemental Hit Occultist, and Arc Witch. These builds offer good survivability and clear speed,
making them ideal for new players.

Which ascendancy class is best for the Witch in Path of Exile?

The three ascendancy classes for the Witch are Necromancer, Elementalist, and Occultist.
Necromancer excels at minion builds, Elementalist focuses on elemental damage and ignite/chill
effects, while Occultist specializes in chaos damage and curses. The best choice depends on your



desired playstyle.

How do I level up my Witch efficiently in Path of Exile?

To level up efficiently, focus on skill gems like Freezing Pulse or Fireball, prioritize life and energy
shield nodes on the passive tree, and use movement skills like Flame Dash. Using auras and
defensive curses can also help survive tougher encounters.

What are the essential passive skill tree tips for a Witch build?

Prioritize nodes that enhance your main damage type, life or energy shield for survivability, and any
minion-related nodes if playing a Necromancer. Planning your path to key ascendancy and cluster
jewels can greatly improve your build's effectiveness.

Which unique items are recommended for Witch builds?

Some popular unique items for Witch builds include the 'Shavronne's Wrappings' (for energy shield
builds), 'The Signal Fire' (for fire damage builds), and 'Doedre's Damning' (great for curse builds).
The choice depends on your chosen build and desired stats.

How do I effectively use curses with the Occultist Witch?

Occultist's ascendancy provides bonuses to curse effectiveness and duration. Use curses like Despair
or Temporal Chains to debuff enemies. Link curses with Blight or Contagion to spread their effects
and maximize damage.

What are the best minions to summon for a Necromancer
Witch?

The best minions often include Raise Spectre with powerful spectres like Solar Guards or
Redemption Sentries, Raise Zombie for tanking, and Summon Raging Spirit for additional damage.
Properly supporting these minions with auras and passives is crucial.

How important is energy shield for a Witch build?

Energy shield is very important for many Witch builds as it provides an additional layer of defense.
Builds like the Elementalist or Occultist often rely heavily on energy shield, while Necromancer
builds might focus more on minion survivability.

Can the Witch be effective in endgame content like maps and
bosses?

Yes, with the right build and gear, Witch characters can be very effective in endgame content.
Minion builds offer great survivability, while elemental and chaos builds can dish out high damage to
bosses and clear maps efficiently.



What are some recommended skill gems for Witch builds?

Recommended skill gems include Freezing Pulse, Fireball, Arc, Blight, Essence Drain, and Summon
Raging Spirit. The choice depends on the build focus, such as elemental damage, chaos damage, or
minions.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Witch: A Comprehensive Path of Exile Guide

This guide dives deep into the Witch class, explaining the best skill gems, passive skill tree paths,
and optimal gear setups. It includes detailed strategies for both beginners and advanced players to
maximize damage and survivability. Readers will learn how to build versatile and powerful Witch
characters suited for various playstyles.

2. Path of Exile Witchcraft: Spells and Strategies

Explore the core mechanics of spellcasting with the Witch in Path of Exile. This book covers
elemental, chaos, and summoner builds, providing tips on skill gem choices, support gems, and
effective combos. It also offers advice on managing mana and energy shield to maintain
sustainability in challenging encounters.

3. The Summoner’s Handbook: Witches of Wraeclast

Focused on summoner builds, this book explains how to raise and command minions to dominate the
battlefield. It details the best minion types, supporting passive skills, and gear that boosts minion
effectiveness. Players will find strategies to keep their summons alive and deal massive damage.

4. Witchceraft Essentials: Crafting and Customizing Your Build

Learn how to tailor your Witch build through crafting and item customization. This guide walks
through crafting powerful wands, staves, and armor, as well as how to optimize jewels and flasks.
The book also covers vendor recipes and crafting bench options to enhance your character’s
performance.

5. Elemental Witch: Harnessing Fire, Cold, and Lightning

Delve into elemental damage types and how to leverage them for devastating Witch builds. This
book highlights the best skill gems for fire, cold, and lightning damage, and explains synergy with
passive skills and gear. It also addresses elemental resistances and penetration strategies for
tougher enemies.

6. Chaos Witch: Unleashing the Power of Dark Magic

This title focuses on chaos damage builds, showcasing how to maximize damage output with poison,
damage over time, and chaos spells. It provides insight into unique items and passive nodes that
enhance chaos effects. Readers will discover how to build a Witch that thrives on damage over time
mechanics.

7. Path of Exile Witch Beginner’s Guide

Perfect for newcomers, this book introduces the basics of playing a Witch in Path of Exile. It covers
character creation, leveling tips, early skill gem recommendations, and essential gear choices. The
guide ensures new players start strong and understand the fundamental mechanics of the Witch
class.

8. Advanced Witch Techniques: Endgame Builds and Strategies



Designed for experienced players, this guide explores high-level Witch builds optimized for endgame
content, including maps, bosses, and the Atlas. It includes detailed build guides, gear farming tips,
and advanced passive tree configurations. Players will learn how to push their Witch characters to
the limits.

9. Witch’s Lore: Story and Skill Synergies in Path of Exile

Beyond mechanics, this book delves into the lore behind the Witch class and how it influences skill
synergies. It connects narrative elements with gameplay, offering thematic builds inspired by the
Witch'’s background. This guide enriches the player’s experience by blending story with practical
gameplay advice.
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