
parsley rita dove analysis

parsley rita dove analysis offers a profound insight into the poem’s intricate symbolism, themes, and literary
devices employed by the celebrated poet Rita Dove. This analysis explores the historical context, the
nuanced use of imagery, and the emotional depth that characterizes the poem. By delving into the layers of
meaning behind “Parsley,” readers gain a better understanding of Dove’s commentary on identity,
language, and cultural trauma. The poem serves as a poignant reflection on the 1937 Parsley Massacre in
the Dominican Republic, making its exploration essential for students and admirers of contemporary poetry.
This article will systematically dissect the poem’s structure, themes, and stylistic elements, offering a
comprehensive parsley rita dove analysis. The following sections will guide readers through the historical
background, thematic exploration, poetic techniques, and the poem’s lasting impact.

Historical Context of Parsley

Thematic Exploration

Literary Devices and Poetic Techniques

Symbolism and Imagery

Impact and Reception

Historical Context of Parsley

The poem “Parsley” by Rita Dove is deeply rooted in the historical event known as the 1937 Parsley
Massacre. This tragic episode involved the mass execution of Haitian immigrants by the Dominican
Republic’s army under the orders of dictator Rafael Trujillo. The victims were identified by their inability
to pronounce the Spanish word “perejil” (parsley) correctly, which became a chilling linguistic test used to
determine who would live or die. Understanding this background is crucial to fully appreciating the
poem’s gravity and the political commentary embedded within. Rita Dove’s work captures the intersection
of language, identity, and violence, using this historical moment as a powerful lens through which to
explore broader themes.

Background of the 1937 Massacre



The Parsley Massacre, or “El Corte,” was a brutal campaign aimed at eradicating Haitian presence in the
Dominican border regions. It resulted in the

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Parsley' by Rita Dove?
The central theme of 'Parsley' by Rita Dove is the brutality of political oppression and the tragic
consequences of prejudice and fear, illustrated through the historical massacre of Haitian workers by the
Dominican Republic's dictator Rafael Trujillo.

How does Rita Dove use language and imagery in 'Parsley' to convey
tension?
Rita Dove employs vivid and stark imagery, along with the repetition of the word 'parsley,' to create a
tense atmosphere. The linguistic focus on the pronunciation of 'parsley' serves as a chilling mechanism of
control and a symbol of life or death, emphasizing cultural and linguistic divisions.

What historical event does 'Parsley' by Rita Dove reference and why is it
significant?
The poem references the 1937 Parsley Massacre, where thousands of Haitians were killed by Dominican
soldiers under Trujillo's orders. This event is significant as it highlights themes of ethnic cleansing, racial
discrimination, and the impact of dictatorial regimes.

How does 'Parsley' reflect on identity and language?
In 'Parsley,' language is a marker of identity and survival; the soldiers use the pronunciation of the word
'perejil' (parsley) to distinguish Haitians from Dominicans. This linguistic test reflects how language can be
weaponized to enforce social and political divisions.

What role does repetition play in 'Parsley' by Rita Dove?
Repetition in 'Parsley,' especially of the word itself, serves to build rhythm and tension, emphasizing the
power of language as both a tool of oppression and a symbol of cultural identity. It also mirrors the relentless
and mechanical nature of the massacre.

How does Rita Dove evoke empathy for the victims in 'Parsley'?
Dove evokes empathy through intimate and humanizing details, such as the focus on the victims' inability
to pronounce 'parsley' correctly and their desperate attempts to survive. The poem's tone and imagery



invite readers to feel the fear, innocence, and tragedy experienced by the victims.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Poetic Identity in Rita Dove's Parsley
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Rita Dove’s poem "Parsley," focusing on themes of identity,
memory, and cultural conflict. It delves into Dove’s use of narrative voice and her poetic techniques that
highlight the historical and emotional layers within the poem. Readers will gain insight into how Dove
intertwines personal and collective histories.

2. Rita Dove and the Politics of Language in Parsley
Focusing on the linguistic choices in "Parsley," this book examines how Rita Dove uses language as a tool
for political commentary. It discusses the poem’s historical context, particularly the Trujillo regime, and
how language reflects power dynamics and resistance. The analysis also covers the interplay of English and
Spanish in the poem.

3. Memory and Trauma in Rita Dove's Poetry: A Study of Parsley
This volume explores themes of memory and trauma in "Parsley," situating the poem within the broader
context of historical atrocities and their representation in literature. It analyzes the emotional impact of
Dove’s imagery and narrative style, emphasizing the role of poetry in processing collective trauma.

4. Rita Dove’s Narrative Techniques: Deep Dive into Parsley
This book provides an in-depth look at the narrative strategies Dove employs in "Parsley," including point
of view, structure, and symbolism. It discusses how these techniques contribute to the poem’s emotional
resonance and its commentary on historical violence. The study is useful for readers interested in poetic
form and storytelling.

5. Historical Context and Cultural Memory in Parsley by Rita Dove
Examining the historical backdrop of "Parsley," this book connects the poem to the 1937 Parsley Massacre
ordered by Rafael Trujillo. It explores how Dove reconstructs cultural memory through her poetry and
how the poem serves as a form of witness to history. The analysis highlights the intersection of poetry and
historiography.

6. The Role of Nature and Symbolism in Parsley
This study focuses on the symbolism of parsley within the poem and its broader significance in the natural
and cultural world. It discusses how Rita Dove uses natural imagery to evoke themes of identity, survival,
and oppression. The book also explores the metaphorical layers embedded in the poem’s language.

7. Rita Dove’s Parsley: A Poetic Response to Genocide
This book situates "Parsley" within the genre of poetry responding to genocide and mass violence. It
analyzes how Dove’s poetic form and content engage with themes of injustice, memory, and healing. The
study provides comparative perspectives with other genocide-related literature.



8. Intersections of Race, Language, and Power in Parsley
Focusing on the intersections of race and power, this book explores how "Parsley" addresses issues of racial
identity and oppression. It highlights the poem’s exploration of language as both a weapon and a shield in
the context of racial violence. The analysis offers critical perspectives on race relations in Caribbean and
American contexts.

9. The Poetics of Witness in Rita Dove’s Parsley
This book examines "Parsley" as a poetic act of bearing witness to historical atrocities. It discusses the ethical
implications of representing trauma and the responsibilities of the poet. Through close readings, the study
reveals how Dove balances personal narrative with collective history to create a powerful testimonial
poem.
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