
parallel structure worksheet

parallel structure worksheet is an essential tool for mastering the concept of parallelism in writing. Parallel
structure, also known as parallelism, involves using the same grammatical form within a sentence to create
balance and clarity. This article explores the importance of parallel structure, offers detailed explanations,
and provides strategies for effective usage. Additionally, it highlights how a parallel structure worksheet
can reinforce learning by providing practice exercises and examples. Whether for students, educators, or
writers, understanding and applying parallel structure improves sentence flow and readability. The
following sections will guide readers through definitions, common mistakes, practical exercises, and tips to
enhance writing skills. This comprehensive overview ensures that the concept of parallelism is fully
understood and easily applied in various writing contexts.
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Common Errors in Parallelism

Benefits of Using a Parallel Structure Worksheet

Types of Exercises in Parallel Structure Worksheets

Tips for Creating Effective Parallel Structure Worksheets

Understanding Parallel Structure
Parallel structure is a fundamental principle in grammar that requires elements within a sentence to be
presented in the same grammatical form. This consistency helps readers follow the writer’s ideas more
easily and enhances the overall clarity and rhythm of the sentence. For example, in the sentence "She likes
hiking, swimming, and biking," all activities are presented as gerunds, maintaining parallelism.

Definition and Importance
At its core, parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have
the same level of importance. This can occur at the word, phrase, or clause level. The importance of
parallelism lies in its ability to improve readability and make writing more persuasive and memorable.
Parallelism is especially crucial in formal writing, speeches, and academic work where clarity and
professionalism are paramount.



Examples of Parallel Structure
Correct parallelism provides balance and symmetry in sentences. Consider these examples:

Incorrect: She enjoys reading, to swim, and biking.

Correct: She enjoys reading, swimming, and biking.

Incorrect: The job requires intelligence, honesty, and being punctual.

Correct: The job requires intelligence, honesty, and punctuality.

These examples demonstrate how consistent grammatical forms enhance sentence coherence.

Common Errors in Parallelism
Many writers struggle with maintaining parallel structure, leading to awkward or confusing sentences.
Identifying and correcting these common errors is a key part of mastering parallelism.

Mismatched Grammatical Forms
One of the most frequent errors occurs when a list or series contains elements that differ in form. This
mismatch disrupts the flow and can confuse readers. For example, mixing infinitives with gerunds or
nouns with adjectives creates inconsistency.

Faulty Correlative Conjunctions
Correlative conjunctions like "either...or," "neither...nor," and "both...and" require parallel structures on both
sides. Errors happen when one side of the conjunction uses a different grammatical form than the other.

Incorrect: She wants either to study abroad or traveling locally.

Correct: She wants either to study abroad or to travel locally.



Inconsistent Verb Tenses
Maintaining consistent verb tenses in parallel elements is crucial. Switching tenses within a list or
comparison can confuse the timeline or the relationship among ideas.

Benefits of Using a Parallel Structure Worksheet
A parallel structure worksheet serves as a practical resource for learners to practice identifying and
correcting errors related to parallelism. These worksheets are designed to provide targeted exercises that
enhance understanding and application of the concept.

Reinforcement Through Practice
Worksheets offer repeated exposure to parallel structure concepts. This reinforcement helps solidify
grammatical rules and promotes automatic recognition of parallelism in writing, leading to better editing
skills.

Improved Writing Skills
By working through parallel structure worksheets, learners develop the ability to write more clearly and
professionally. Improved sentence construction translates into more persuasive essays, reports, and
presentations.

Self-Assessment and Feedback
Many worksheets include answer keys or explanations, allowing learners to assess their understanding
independently. This immediate feedback helps identify areas needing further practice.

Types of Exercises in Parallel Structure Worksheets
Parallel structure worksheets include a variety of exercises targeting different aspects of parallelism. These
exercises help learners internalize rules and recognize errors in diverse contexts.

Identification Exercises
These tasks require the learner to find errors in sentences or paragraphs where parallelism is violated.
They promote critical reading and error-spotting skills.



Correction and Rewriting
Exercises that ask learners to rewrite sentences with faulty parallelism encourage active engagement and
understanding of proper structure. This practice develops editing proficiency.

Completion Tasks
Fill-in-the-blank or sentence completion exercises help learners apply parallel structure principles in
sentence construction, reinforcing grammar patterns.

Multiple Choice Questions
These questions test recognition of correct and incorrect parallel construction, providing a clear way to
assess comprehension of the topic.

Tips for Creating Effective Parallel Structure Worksheets
Developing a high-quality parallel structure worksheet requires careful consideration of content, difficulty
level, and clarity. The following tips ensure worksheets effectively support learning objectives.

Include Clear Instructions
Each exercise should have concise, straightforward instructions that specify the task and expectations.
Clarity helps learners focus on the grammar concepts rather than deciphering directions.

Use Varied Sentence Types
Incorporate sentences with different structures, such as lists, comparisons, and correlative conjunctions. This
variety exposes learners to parallelism in multiple contexts.

Provide Examples
Including correct and incorrect examples before exercises helps learners understand what to look for and
how to apply rules effectively.



Offer Answer Keys and Explanations
Providing answers with detailed explanations enables self-assessment and deepens understanding of why
certain structures are correct or incorrect.

Adjust Difficulty Gradually
Start with simple exercises and progressively introduce more complex sentences. This scaffolding supports
learner confidence and skill development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a parallel structure worksheet?
A parallel structure worksheet is designed to help students practice and improve their ability to write
sentences that use parallel grammatical forms, ensuring clarity and balance in writing.

How can a parallel structure worksheet improve my writing skills?
By completing a parallel structure worksheet, you learn to recognize and correct inconsistencies in
sentence construction, which enhances readability and makes your writing more effective and professional.

What are common examples of parallel structure exercises in
worksheets?
Common exercises include identifying errors in sentence parallelism, rewriting sentences to maintain
parallel structure, and creating lists or phrases that follow the same grammatical pattern.

Are parallel structure worksheets suitable for all grade levels?
Yes, parallel structure worksheets can be adapted for different grade levels, from elementary to high school
and beyond, by varying the complexity of the sentences and exercises.

Where can I find free parallel structure worksheets online?
Free parallel structure worksheets can be found on educational websites such as Education.com, Teachers
Pay Teachers, and Grammarly's blog, offering printable and interactive resources.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering Parallel Structure: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a detailed exploration of parallel structure in English grammar. It includes clear
explanations, examples, and exercises designed to help learners identify and use parallelism effectively.
Ideal for students and teachers alike, it enhances writing clarity and style.

2. Parallel Structure Practice Workbook
Focused on hands-on learning, this workbook provides numerous worksheets and practice exercises
dedicated to parallel structure. Each section builds on the previous one, gradually increasing in difficulty to
solidify understanding. It’s perfect for classroom use or individual practice.

3. Grammar Essentials: Parallelism Made Easy
This concise guide breaks down the concept of parallelism into simple, digestible parts. With practical
examples and quick tips, it helps writers avoid common mistakes and improve sentence flow. The book is
suitable for both native speakers and ESL learners.

4. Effective Writing Through Parallel Structure
Exploring the role of parallelism in effective writing, this book demonstrates how balanced sentence
structures can enhance readability and impact. It includes examples from literature, business writing, and
academic texts. Readers will learn how to apply parallel structure across various writing styles.

5. Parallel Structure Worksheets for Middle School Students
Designed specifically for middle school learners, this collection of worksheets offers age-appropriate
exercises to reinforce the use of parallel structure. The activities are engaging and aligned with common
core standards, making it a valuable resource for teachers.

6. The Art of Parallelism: Crafting Balanced Sentences
This book delves into the artistry behind parallel structure, showing how it can be used to create rhythm
and emphasis in writing. It combines theory with practical exercises to help writers develop a more
polished and persuasive style.

7. ESL Grammar Practice: Parallel Structure
Tailored for English as a Second Language students, this book presents parallel structure in a clear,
accessible manner. It includes bilingual explanations and plenty of practice exercises to build confidence and
accuracy in sentence construction.

8. Advanced Grammar Workbook: Parallel Structures and Beyond
Aimed at advanced learners, this workbook covers complex aspects of parallelism alongside other
sophisticated grammar topics. It challenges readers with nuanced exercises and encourages critical thinking
about sentence structure.

9. Teaching Parallel Structure: Strategies and Worksheets for Educators



This resource is designed for educators seeking effective methods to teach parallel structure. It offers a
variety of lesson plans, worksheets, and assessment tools to support student learning. The book emphasizes
interactive and student-centered approaches.
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