
p320 manual safety conversion
P320 manual safety conversion is a topic that has garnered significant
attention in the firearms community, particularly among owners of the Sig
Sauer P320 pistol. The P320 is renowned for its modularity and versatility,
allowing users to customize it in various ways to meet their personal
preferences and safety requirements. One such modification is the
installation of a manual safety, which provides an additional layer of
security when handling the firearm. In this comprehensive article, we will
explore the P320 manual safety conversion process, its benefits,
considerations, and the tools required for a successful installation.

Understanding the P320 Platform

The Sig Sauer P320 is a striker-fired, semi-automatic handgun that has become
popular among law enforcement, military personnel, and civilians alike. Its
unique modular design allows users to easily swap out components, including
frames, slides, and barrels, making it an adaptable choice for various
shooting applications.

Key Features of the P320

- Modularity: The P320 features a modular frame system, allowing users to
change the grip size and caliber without needing specialized tools.
- Striker-Fired Mechanism: This design provides a consistent trigger pull
with no external hammer, resulting in a smoother shooting experience.
- Safety Features: The P320 comes equipped with several built-in safety
features, including a striker safety, disconnect safety, and drop safety.

What is a Manual Safety?

A manual safety is a mechanical device that allows the shooter to engage or
disengage the firing mechanism manually. When engaged, the manual safety
prevents the trigger from being pulled, reducing the risk of accidental
discharges. For some gun owners, having a manual safety is a crucial feature
that enhances their sense of security when handling the firearm.

Benefits of Adding a Manual Safety

1. Increased Safety: The manual safety provides an additional layer of
protection against accidental discharges, which is particularly important



during holstering or unholstering the firearm.
2. User Control: With a manual safety, the shooter has direct control over
when the firearm is ready to fire, which can be advantageous in high-stress
situations.
3. Compliance with Regulations: Some jurisdictions or organizations require
firearms to have manual safeties. Adding one to the P320 can help ensure
compliance with these regulations.

The Manual Safety Conversion Process

Performing a manual safety conversion on a P320 involves several steps and
requires specific tools. Below, we outline the process in detail to help gun
owners understand how to safely and effectively complete the conversion.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before starting the conversion, gather the necessary tools and materials:

- Sig Sauer P320 manual safety kit (includes safety and necessary components)
- Punch set (for removing pins)
- Small hammer
- Flathead screwdriver
- Torque wrench (if applicable)
- Lubricant or grease for reassembly

Step-by-Step Conversion Guide

1. Safety First: Ensure the firearm is unloaded. Remove the magazine and
visually inspect the chamber to confirm it is clear.

2. Disassemble the P320:
- Remove the slide from the frame by pulling the takedown lever down and
sliding the slide off.
- Take out the barrel and recoil spring for complete disassembly.

3. Remove the Existing Fire Control Unit (FCU):
- Use a punch to drive out the pins securing the FCU to the frame.
- Carefully pull the FCU out of the frame.

4. Install the Manual Safety Components:
- Using the manual safety kit, take the new manual safety lever and insert it
into the appropriate slot on the FCU.
- Be sure to follow the manufacturer's instructions for proper placement and
orientation.



5. Reassemble the Fire Control Unit:
- Once the manual safety is installed, reinsert the FCU into the frame.
- Align the pins and use the punch to secure them in place.

6. Reassemble the P320:
- Reinsert the barrel and recoil spring into the slide.
- Slide the assembly back onto the frame and secure it by rotating the
takedown lever.

7. Test the Manual Safety:
- Before live firing, check the manual safety's functionality. Ensure that
the safety engages and disengages properly and that it effectively blocks the
trigger.

8. Function Check:
- Conduct a thorough function check. Dry-fire the weapon with the safety
engaged to ensure it prevents the trigger from being pulled.

Considerations and Precautions

While the manual safety conversion offers several advantages, there are
important considerations and precautions to keep in mind:

Legal Considerations

- Local Laws: Always check your local laws regarding modifications to
firearms. Some jurisdictions may have restrictions on adding manual safeties
or other modifications.
- Warranty Implications: Modifying your P320 may void the warranty. Check
with Sig Sauer for their policies on modifications.

Installation Precautions

- Follow Instructions: Always follow the manufacturer's instructions
carefully during installation to avoid damaging components or voiding
warranties.
- Professional Help: If you are not confident in your ability to perform the
conversion, consider seeking help from a qualified gunsmith or firearms
professional.

Conclusion

The P320 manual safety conversion is a modification that can enhance the



safety and functionality of this popular handgun. By understanding the
conversion process, the benefits of a manual safety, and the necessary
precautions, firearm owners can make informed decisions about their P320s.
Whether for personal preference, safety concerns, or compliance reasons, the
addition of a manual safety to the P320 can provide peace of mind and added
security when handling this versatile and reliable firearm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the manual safety conversion
for the P320?
The manual safety conversion for the P320 adds an additional layer of safety
by allowing the user to manually engage or disengage the safety, preventing
accidental discharges.

Can I convert my P320 to have a manual safety?
Yes, you can convert your P320 to include a manual safety by purchasing a
conversion kit that includes the necessary components and following the
installation instructions.

What parts are required for the P320 manual safety
conversion?
The conversion typically requires a manual safety lever, safety detent, and a
new trigger housing that accommodates the manual safety feature.

Is the manual safety conversion reversible?
Yes, the manual safety conversion is reversible. You can remove the manual
safety components and revert to the original setup if needed.

Will the manual safety conversion affect the trigger
pull of my P320?
Generally, the manual safety conversion should not significantly affect the
trigger pull, but some users report a slight change in the feel due to the
added safety mechanism.

Is the manual safety conversion compatible with all
P320 models?
The manual safety conversion is compatible with most P320 models, but you
should verify compatibility with your specific model before purchasing the
conversion kit.



How do I install the manual safety conversion on my
P320?
To install the manual safety conversion, you will need to disassemble the
P320, replace the required components with the new safety parts, and then
reassemble the firearm according to the instructions provided with the kit.

Are there any safety concerns with converting to a
manual safety?
As with any modification, there are safety concerns if the conversion is not
done properly. It's crucial to follow the manufacturer's instructions and
ensure all parts are correctly installed.

Does the manual safety conversion change the overall
size of the P320?
No, the manual safety conversion does not change the overall size of the
P320; it simply adds a manual safety lever to the existing design.

Where can I purchase a manual safety conversion kit
for my P320?
Manual safety conversion kits for the P320 can be purchased from authorized
gun dealers, online retailers, or directly from the manufacturer's website.
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