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Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat: An Insightful
Exploration

Owls in the Family is a captivating work by renowned Canadian author Farley Mowat, first published
in 1963. This book stands as a testament to Mowat's exceptional storytelling ability, blending humor,
observation, and a deep love for nature into a compelling narrative. Through his own experiences with
a family of owls, Mowat offers readers a unique perspective on wildlife, affection for animals, and the
bond between humans and nature. This article delves into the themes, characters, and impact of the
book, showcasing why it remains a cherished piece of literature.

Overview of the Book

Farley Mowat's Owls in the Family recounts the author's childhood experiences in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, during the 1930s. The story revolves around the Mowat family's interactions with a
pair of great horned owls, which the author affectionately names "Wee Owl" and "Bubo." The
narrative is both humorous and poignant, as Mowat captures the essence of childhood curiosity, the
wildness of nature, and the complexities of animal behavior.

Plot Summary

The book begins with Mowat's fascination with owls, which leads him to rescue a baby owl from the
clutches of a predator. This encounter sets off a series of events that introduce readers to the life and
antics of the owls as they become part of the Mowat household. Key highlights of the plot include:

1. Rescue and Adaptation: Mowat's initial encounter with the owls highlights the themes of
rescue and adaptation as the owls adjust to life in a human home.

2. Family Dynamics: The interactions between the owls and the Mowat family showcase the
humorous and chaotic dynamics that arise from having wild animals in a domestic setting.

3. Nature's Lessons: Through various escapades, Mowat learns valuable lessons about nature,
wildlife, and the delicate balance between humans and animals.

4. Heartwarming Moments: The book is filled with heartwarming and comical moments that
illustrate the personalities of the owls and their interactions with the family.



Thematic Exploration

Mowat's Owls in the Family is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Some of the
most prominent themes include:

1. The Connection Between Humans and Nature

One of the central themes in the book is the profound connection between humans and the natural
world. Mowat emphasizes the importance of understanding and respecting wildlife. Through his
interactions with the owls, he illustrates how humans can learn from nature and the significance of
coexistence. The owls, while wild and independent, also exhibit traits that resonate with human
emotions, showcasing the shared bonds that exist across species.

2. The Innocence of Childhood

Mowat captures the essence of childhood curiosity and innocence through his young self. His
adventures with the owls reflect a time when the world is filled with wonder and exploration. The
narrative evokes nostalgia, reminding readers of their own childhood experiences with nature and
animals. Mowat's storytelling evokes a sense of timelessness, reflecting the untainted joy of
discovery.

3. Humor and Life Lessons

The book is infused with humor, as Mowat recounts the antics of the owls and the chaos they bring to
the family home. This humor not only entertains but also serves as a vehicle for deeper life lessons.
Mowat illustrates how nature can be unpredictable, and through his experiences, he conveys
messages about resilience, adaptability, and the importance of embracing life's surprises.

Characterization

Mowat's characters, both human and animal, are vividly portrayed, allowing readers to connect with
their personalities.

1. Farley Mowat

The protagonist and narrator, Farley Mowat, is depicted as a curious and adventurous child. His love
for animals and passion for nature drive the narrative. Mowat's reflections reveal his growth and
understanding of the complexities of wildlife as he interacts with the owls.



2. The Owls: Wee Owl and Bubo

The owls, Wee Owl and Bubo, are integral characters in the story. Mowat brings them to life with vivid
descriptions of their behaviors, quirks, and interactions with the family. Wee Owl, in particular, is
characterized by her playful and mischievous nature, while Bubo embodies the more serious and wise
demeanor of an adult owl. Together, they represent the duality of wildlife—both wild and endearing.

Impact and Legacy

Owls in the Family has left a lasting impact on readers and continues to be celebrated in literary
circles. Some notable aspects of its legacy include:

1. Environmental Awareness

Mowat's book is often credited with fostering a greater awareness of wildlife conservation and the
importance of protecting natural habitats. Through his engaging storytelling, Mowat encourages
readers to appreciate the beauty of the natural world and advocate for its preservation.

2. Encouragement of Animal Advocacy

The narrative promotes compassion toward animals and highlights the significance of understanding
their behavior. Mowat's experiences with the owls illustrate that animals have their own needs and
instincts, advocating for a more empathetic approach to wildlife.

3. Influence on Nature Writing

Mowat's engaging style and ability to blend humor with poignant observations have influenced many
writers in the genre of nature writing. His work is often cited as a classic in Canadian literature and
serves as inspiration for those who wish to explore the relationship between humanity and the natural
world.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Farley Mowat's Owls in the Family is much more than just a tale of owls and a young
boy; it is a profound exploration of the relationship between humans and nature, painted with humor
and heartfelt observations. Mowat's ability to capture the essence of childhood wonder, coupled with
his deep respect for wildlife, makes this book a timeless classic. As readers journey through Mowat's
experiences, they are reminded of the beauty of nature, the importance of empathy towards animals,
and the invaluable lessons that can be learned from the wild. Whether for its humor, its rich thematic
depth, or its advocacy for wildlife conservation, Owls in the Family remains a significant



contribution to literature that continues to resonate with audiences today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Owls in the Family' by Farley
Mowat?

The main theme of 'Owls in the Family' is the bond between humans and animals, as well as the
importance of compassion and understanding towards wildlife.

Who is the protagonist in 'Owls in the Family'?

The protagonist is a young boy named Farley Mowat, who narrates his experiences with owls and
other animals.

What role do the owlis play in the story?

The owls serve as both companions and teachers, highlighting the natural behaviors of wildlife and
the lessons learned from observing them.

How does Farley Mowat's childhood influence his perspective
on nature?

Mowat's childhood experiences in the wild and his interactions with animals, particularly owls, shape
his deep appreciation and respect for nature.

What is the significance of the title 'Owls in the Family'?
The title signifies the close relationship and integration of the owls into Mowat's family life,

emphasizing their role as part of his upbringing.

What environmental message is conveyed in 'Owls in the
Family'?

The book conveys a message about the importance of respecting and protecting wildlife and natural
habitats.

What writing style is used in 'Owls in the Family'?

Farley Mowat uses a humorous and engaging narrative style, blending personal anecdotes with vivid
descriptions of nature.

Are there any notable events or adventures in the book?

Yes, the book includes various adventures, such as the challenges of caring for the owls and the



mischief they get into, which adds humor and excitement.

How does 'Owls in the Family' reflect Mowat's views on
conservation?

The book reflects Mowat's views on conservation by illustrating the delicate balance between humans
and wildlife, and advocating for coexistence.

What age group is ‘'Owls in the Family' intended for?

'Owls in the Family' is primarily aimed at children and young adults, but its themes resonate with
readers of all ages.
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