
outer banks history center
Outer Banks History Center is a significant institution dedicated to preserving and presenting the
rich cultural and historical heritage of the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Established to serve as a
repository for documents, photographs, artifacts, and other materials that speak to the unique
history of this coastal region, the Outer Banks History Center plays a vital role in educating the
public and promoting an appreciation for the area's storied past.

In this article, we will explore the Outer Banks History Center's establishment, its resources, its role
in local education and tourism, and the broader historical context of the Outer Banks.

Establishment of the Outer Banks History Center

The Outer Banks History Center was founded in 1996 as part of the North Carolina Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources. Its mission is to collect, preserve, and interpret the history of the
Outer Banks and surrounding areas. The center is located in Manteo on Roanoke Island, an area rich
in historical significance.

The Outer Banks are known for their unique geography, maritime culture, and history of exploration,
piracy, and shipwrecks. The establishment of the center was a response to the growing need to
safeguard the area's history, especially as development and tourism increased.

Key Milestones in the Center's History

Over the years, the Outer Banks History Center has achieved several notable milestones:

1. Collection Development: The center has built an extensive collection of historical documents,
photographs, and artifacts that reflect the lives of the people who have lived in the Outer Banks over
the centuries. This includes materials from the indigenous tribes, early European settlers, and
modern residents.

2. Public Accessibility: The center has made significant efforts to ensure that its resources are
accessible to the public. This includes digitizing records and creating online databases that allow
researchers and history enthusiasts to explore the collections from anywhere in the world.

3. Educational Programs: The Outer Banks History Center has developed various educational
programs aimed at schools, local communities, and tourists. These programs help foster a deeper
understanding of the region's history and its significance.

4. Community Engagement: The center actively engages with the local community through events,
lectures, and exhibits, creating a platform for sharing stories and knowledge about the Outer Banks.



Resources at the Outer Banks History Center

The Outer Banks History Center houses a diverse range of resources that cater to historians,
researchers, and the general public. These resources include:

1. Archival Collections

The center's archival collections consist of:

- Photographs: Thousands of photographs document the history of the Outer Banks, including
images of family life, local businesses, and significant events.

- Manuscripts: Personal letters, diaries, and other manuscripts provide insight into the daily lives
and experiences of those who lived in the Outer Banks.

- Maps and Charts: Historical maps detail the changing landscape and development of the Outer
Banks over time, highlighting important geographical features and settlement patterns.

2. Artifacts

The center’s collection of artifacts includes:

- Shipwreck Relics: Given the Outer Banks' notorious reputation for shipwrecks, many artifacts from
sunken vessels have been recovered and preserved.

- Cultural Objects: Items that reflect the maritime heritage of the area, such as fishing gear and tools
used by early settlers, are also part of the collection.

3. Research Facilities

The Outer Banks History Center offers research facilities where visitors can examine materials
firsthand. This includes:

- Reading Room: A dedicated space for researchers to study archival materials and documents.

- Digital Resources: Access to databases and online collections for remote research.

Educational Role of the Outer Banks History Center

The Outer Banks History Center is committed to education and outreach. It plays an essential role in
fostering an understanding of local history among residents and visitors.



1. School Programs

The center collaborates with local schools to develop programs that align with educational
standards. These programs often include:

- Field Trips: Students can visit the center to engage with exhibits and participate in hands-on
activities.

- Curriculum Resources: Teachers have access to materials that help integrate local history into their
classroom lessons.

2. Public Events and Lectures

The Outer Banks History Center hosts various public events throughout the year, such as:

- Guest Speakers: Experts in local history are invited to speak on various topics, providing deeper
insights into specific aspects of the Outer Banks' past.

- Workshops: Hands-on workshops allow participants to learn skills related to historical research,
preservation, and interpretation.

3. Exhibitions

Temporary and permanent exhibitions at the Outer Banks History Center showcase different facets
of local history. These exhibitions often highlight:

- Cultural Heritage: The contributions of indigenous peoples and early settlers.

- Significant Events: Notable events such as the Wright brothers’ first flight and the impact of
hurricanes on the region.

Tourism and Economic Impact

The Outer Banks is a popular tourist destination, attracting visitors for its natural beauty,
recreational opportunities, and rich history. The Outer Banks History Center contributes to this
tourism in several ways:

1. Visitor Attraction

As a historical institution, the Outer Banks History Center attracts visitors who are interested in
learning more about the area. This not only enhances their travel experience but also encourages
them to explore other historical sites nearby.



2. Economic Contribution

The center's activities generate economic benefits for the local community through:

- Increased Visitor Spending: Tourists visiting the center often spend money at local shops,
restaurants, and hotels.

- Job Creation: The center provides employment opportunities for local residents in areas such as
education, preservation, and administration.

The Broader Historical Context of the Outer Banks

Understanding the Outer Banks History Center's significance requires a broader look at the region’s
history. The Outer Banks have been a crossroads of cultures and events for centuries:

1. Indigenous Peoples

Long before European arrival, the Outer Banks were inhabited by indigenous tribes such as the
Roanoke and Croatan. Their history and culture are vital components of the region's heritage.

2. Exploration and Settlement

In the late 16th century, explorers like Sir Walter Raleigh sought to establish colonies in the Outer
Banks. The first English settlement in America, Roanoke Island, now known for its mysterious
disappearance, is a focal point of study.

3. Maritime History

The region’s maritime history is rich with stories of shipwrecks, piracy, and the development of the
fishing industry. The Outer Banks' geography has made it both a treacherous and vital area for
maritime trade.

Conclusion

The Outer Banks History Center stands as a vital institution in preserving and promoting the rich
history of the Outer Banks. Through its extensive collections, educational programs, and community
engagement, the center plays a crucial role in ensuring that the stories and heritage of this unique
region are not forgotten. As tourism continues to grow, the center's impact on both education and
the local economy will only become more pronounced. Whether you are a resident or a visitor, a trip
to the Outer Banks History Center is an enriching experience that connects you to the past while



inspiring a deeper appreciation for the culture and history of the Outer Banks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Outer Banks History Center?
The Outer Banks History Center is a historical archive and museum located in Manteo, North
Carolina, dedicated to preserving and interpreting the history of the Outer Banks and surrounding
areas.

What types of collections can be found at the Outer Banks
History Center?
The center houses a variety of collections, including manuscripts, photographs, maps, and artifacts
that document the maritime history, cultural heritage, and natural environment of the Outer Banks.

Are there any special exhibits currently at the Outer Banks
History Center?
Yes, the Outer Banks History Center frequently features special exhibits that highlight specific
aspects of local history, seasonal themes, or significant events. Visitors can check their official
website for current exhibits.

Is the Outer Banks History Center accessible to the public?
Yes, the Outer Banks History Center is open to the public, offering free admission. However, visitors
are encouraged to check operating hours and any potential restrictions or requirements before
visiting.

Can researchers access archives at the Outer Banks History
Center?
Absolutely, the Outer Banks History Center provides access to its archives for researchers,
historians, and the general public, with staff available to assist in locating materials.

Does the Outer Banks History Center offer educational
programs?
Yes, the center offers a variety of educational programs, workshops, and events aimed at promoting
local history and engaging the community in historical preservation.

How can one support the Outer Banks History Center?
Support for the Outer Banks History Center can be provided through donations, memberships,
volunteering, or participating in events and programs that benefit the center.



What is the historical significance of the Outer Banks?
The Outer Banks have significant historical importance as a site of early colonization, maritime
trade, shipwrecks, and the development of the fishing and tourism industries, as well as being home
to the Wright brothers' first flight.
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