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The Order of the Eastern Star (OES) is a Masonic appendant body that welcomes
both men and women, emphasizing moral values, charity, and community service.
This organization is steeped in history and symbolism, leading to many
questions from both prospective members and the general public. This article
will explore the most common questions and provide comprehensive answers
related to the Order of the Eastern Star.

Understanding the Order of the Eastern Star

What is the Order of the Eastern Star?

The Order of the Eastern Star is a fraternal organization that is open to
both men and women who have a Masonic affiliation or a connection to a Master
Mason. It was established in the mid-19th century by Rob Morris, a prominent
Freemason, to create a platform for both genders to engage in Masonic values
and community service. The organization utilizes a rich tapestry of symbolism
drawn from various biblical narratives, particularly emphasizing the stories
of five heroines: Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha, and Electa.

What are the primary goals of the Order of the
Eastern Star?

The Order of the Eastern Star promotes various goals that align with its core
values. Some of the primary objectives include:

1. Charity: Engaging in charitable activities to assist those in need.
2. Community Service: Involvement in local community projects and
initiatives.
3. Personal Growth: Encouraging moral integrity, personal development, and
self-improvement.
4. Friendship and Fellowship: Fostering relationships among members and
within the community.



Membership and Requirements

Who can join the Order of the Eastern Star?

Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star is open to:

- Women who are related to a Master Mason.
- Men who are Master Masons themselves.

Additionally, members must be at least 18 years old and exhibit good moral
character.

How does one become a member?

The process of becoming a member typically involves the following steps:

1. Find a Chapter: Locate a local OES chapter.
2. Express Interest: Contact the chapter to express your desire to join.
3. Application: Complete an application form and provide necessary
references.
4. Interview: Attend an interview with the chapter’s members to discuss your
intentions and background.
5. Balloting: The chapter will vote on your application. A favorable vote is
required for membership.
6. Initiation: Once accepted, you will undergo an initiation ceremony, which
will introduce you to the organization’s values and rituals.

Symbolism and Rituals

What do the symbols in the Order of the Eastern Star
represent?

The Order of the Eastern Star is rich in symbolism, with each of the five
heroines representing specific virtues:

- Adah: Represents obedience and loyalty.
- Ruth: Symbolizes devotion and friendship.
- Esther: Stands for courage and faithfulness.
- Martha: Represents patience and service.
- Electa: Symbolizes fidelity and perseverance.

These symbols serve as moral guides for members, encouraging them to embody



these virtues in their daily lives.

What is the significance of the Eastern Star emblem?

The emblem of the Order of the Eastern Star is a five-pointed star, which
represents the five heroines of the organization. Each point is adorned with
a specific color, corresponding to the heroines:

- Blue: Adah
- Yellow: Ruth
- White: Esther
- Green: Martha
- Red: Electa

The star is often encircled by a wreath, symbolizing unity and continuous
growth.

Meetings and Activities

How often do chapters meet?

Most chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star meet monthly. However, the
frequency can vary based on local practices and specific chapter needs.
Special meetings may also be held for ceremonies, community service events,
or social gatherings.

What types of activities do chapters engage in?

Chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star participate in a variety of
activities, including:

1. Charity Events: Fundraising for local charities and initiatives.
2. Social Gatherings: Organizing events for members and their families to
strengthen bonds.
3. Educational Programs: Offering workshops and lectures on Masonic history
and values.
4. Community Service: Volunteering for local organizations and projects.

Common Misconceptions



Is the Order of the Eastern Star a religion?

No, the Order of the Eastern Star is not a religion. While it draws upon
biblical narratives and emphasizes moral values, it is a fraternal
organization. Members are encouraged to maintain their personal religious
beliefs while participating in the order’s activities.

Do members need to be Freemasons to join?

While men must be Master Masons to join, women do not need to be Masons
themselves. However, they must have a familial connection to a Master Mason,
such as being a mother, sister, or daughter.

Benefits of Membership

What are the advantages of joining the Order of the
Eastern Star?

Joining the Order of the Eastern Star offers several benefits, including:

1. Community Involvement: Opportunities to engage in charitable and community
service activities.
2. Networking: Building lifelong friendships with other members who share
similar values.
3. Personal Development: Access to programs and resources that promote
personal growth and moral integrity.
4. Support System: A network of support during times of need, providing
emotional and practical assistance.

Conclusion

In summary, the Order of the Eastern Star is a unique organization that
promotes moral values, charity, and fellowship among its members. By
answering common questions about its history, membership, symbolism, and
activities, we hope to provide a clearer understanding of this remarkable
fraternal body. Whether one is considering joining or simply seeking to learn
more, the Order of the Eastern Star continues to stand as a testament to the
enduring values of friendship, service, and community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Order of the Eastern Star?
The Order of the Eastern Star is a fraternal organization open to both men
and women, focusing on charity, community service, and moral values based on
teachings from the Bible.

How do I join the Order of the Eastern Star?
To join the Order of the Eastern Star, you typically need to be invited by a
member and must meet certain eligibility criteria, such as being related to a
Mason or holding a belief in a Supreme Being.

What are the symbols of the Order of the Eastern
Star?
The Order of the Eastern Star uses several symbols including the five-pointed
star, which represents the five points of fellowship: fidelity, constancy,
loyalty, love, and faith.

What roles do men and women play in the Order of the
Eastern Star?
In the Order of the Eastern Star, men and women participate equally in all
levels of governance and activities, promoting gender equality and
collaboration.

What are the main charitable activities of the Order
of the Eastern Star?
The Order of the Eastern Star engages in various charitable activities,
including scholarships, community service projects, and support for local
charities and health initiatives.

Is the Order of the Eastern Star affiliated with
Freemasonry?
Yes, the Order of the Eastern Star is affiliated with Freemasonry, and it
often includes family members of Freemasons, but it is open to anyone who
meets its membership criteria.

What is the significance of the five-pointed star in
the Order of the Eastern Star?
The five-pointed star represents the five heroines of the Order: Adah, Ruth,



Esther, Martha, and Electa, each embodying virtues relevant to the
organization's teachings.

How often do Eastern Star chapters meet?
Eastern Star chapters typically meet monthly, but the frequency can vary
based on the chapter's specific rules and the needs of its members.

What are the benefits of joining the Order of the
Eastern Star?
Joining the Order of the Eastern Star offers benefits such as community
engagement, networking opportunities, personal growth through leadership
roles, and participation in charitable initiatives.
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