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Oral Roberts University has a rich and transformative history that reflects the growth of evangelical

education in America. Founded in 1963 by the renowned televangelist Oral Roberts, this institution has

served as a beacon of hope and a center for spiritual and academic excellence. Located in Tulsa,

Oklahoma, the university has made significant contributions to Christian higher education and has

produced thousands of graduates who have gone on to impact various fields globally. This article

delves into the origins, development, and key milestones of Oral Roberts University, highlighting its

mission and vision.

Founding and Early Years

Vision of Oral Roberts

Oral Roberts, a prominent figure in the Pentecostal movement, established the university in response

to a divine vision he claimed to have received in 1947. This vision inspired him to create a place of

higher learning that would integrate faith and education. He envisioned an institution where students

could grow spiritually while also receiving a quality education that would prepare them for their future

careers.

Establishment in 1963

In 1963, Roberts officially founded Oral Roberts University. The first classes were held in a former high

school building, but the vision for a comprehensive university was taking shape. The university's

founding principles included:



1. Faith-Based Education: Emphasizing the integration of faith and learning.

2. Global Outreach: Preparing students to impact the world for Christ.

3. Holistic Development: Fostering spiritual, intellectual, and physical growth.

Initial Challenges and Growth

In the initial years, Oral Roberts University faced various financial and operational challenges. The

transition from a small school to a fully accredited university required significant investment and

infrastructure development. However, through the dedication of its leaders and the support of donors,

the university began to flourish.

Development of Campus and Programs

Campus Expansion

The university's growth necessitated a larger campus. In 1965, the university moved to its current 263-

acre campus in Tulsa. The campus features unique architectural designs, including the iconic chapel,

which stands as a symbol of the university's commitment to spiritual life.

Notable buildings include:

- The Prayer Tower: A prominent feature of the campus that serves as a place for prayer and

reflection.

- The Mabee Center: A multi-purpose facility that hosts events, conferences, and sports activities.

- The Graduate School of Theology and Ministry: Offering advanced degrees for those pursuing

careers in ministry and theology.



Academic Programs and Accreditation

From its inception, Oral Roberts University aimed to provide a comprehensive range of academic

programs. Over the years, the university has expanded its offerings to include:

- Undergraduate Degrees: In fields such as business, education, health sciences, and liberal arts.

- Graduate Programs: Including master’s and doctoral degrees in various disciplines.

- Online Learning: Adapting to the needs of modern students, ORU has developed robust online

programs.

In the 1970s, the university achieved accreditation from the Higher Learning Commission, which

validated its academic standards and opened doors for further growth and recognition.

Influence and Impact

Global Reach

Oral Roberts University has made significant strides in fulfilling its mission of global outreach. The

university emphasizes a commitment to producing graduates who are not only skilled professionals but

also compassionate leaders ready to serve their communities. The university's international programs

and partnerships have allowed students to engage in missions work and study abroad opportunities.

Some global initiatives include:

- International Student Programs: Attracting students from over 100 countries.

- Mission Trips: Encouraging students to participate in service projects around the world.

- Partnerships with Global Ministries: Collaborating with organizations to support various humanitarian

efforts.



Alumni Success Stories

The impact of Oral Roberts University can be seen through its alumni, who have excelled in various

fields, including:

- Ministry: Many graduates have taken on leadership roles in churches and organizations worldwide.

- Business: Alumni have founded successful companies and hold influential positions in large

corporations.

- Education: ORU graduates have become teachers and administrators, shaping the minds of future

generations.

Some notable alumni include:

- Richard Roberts: Former president of ORU and a prominent evangelist.

- Kathy Lee Gifford: Television host and actress, known for her work on "Live! with Regis and Kathie

Lee."

- Ronnie Floyd: President of the Southern Baptist Convention and influential leader in the evangelical

community.

Challenges and Controversies

Financial Difficulties

Throughout its history, Oral Roberts University has faced financial challenges, particularly during the

late 20th and early 21st centuries. In the 1990s, the university struggled with debt and declining

enrollment, leading to significant changes in leadership and management.

In 2007, the university's financial situation prompted a restructuring plan aimed at stabilizing its



finances. The administration implemented cost-cutting measures and improved fundraising efforts,

which ultimately helped to restore the university's financial health.

Academic and Leadership Changes

In addition to financial challenges, ORU has experienced leadership changes that have shaped its

direction. Oral Roberts served as president until 1993 when his son, Richard Roberts, took over.

However, Richard's presidency faced scrutiny and controversy, which led to his resignation in 2007.

Following Richard Roberts' departure, the university appointed a new president, Dr. Mark Rutland, who

focused on revitalizing the institution and enhancing its academic reputation. Under his leadership,

ORU made significant strides in enrollment growth and academic offerings.

Modern Era and Future Aspirations

Current Programs and Initiatives

Today, Oral Roberts University continues to thrive, offering over 70 undergraduate and graduate

programs. The university has embraced technology and innovation in education, providing students

with cutting-edge resources and facilities.

Notable current initiatives include:

- Interdisciplinary Programs: Encouraging collaboration among various fields of study.

- Focus on Health Sciences: Expanding programs in nursing, rehabilitation sciences, and other health-

related fields.

- Sustainability Initiatives: Promoting environmentally responsible practices on campus.



Vision for the Future

As Oral Roberts University looks to the future, it remains committed to its founding principles of faith,

education, and service. The leadership is focused on:

1. Increasing Enrollment: Attracting more students through enhanced recruitment efforts and improved

academic offerings.

2. Global Engagement: Expanding international programs and partnerships to further the university's

mission.

3. Advancing Technology: Integrating the latest technology into the classroom to enhance the learning

experience.

In conclusion, Oral Roberts University has a storied past filled with challenges, triumphs, and a

steadfast commitment to its mission of providing a quality education rooted in Christian faith. As the

university continues to evolve, it remains dedicated to preparing the next generation of leaders who will

impact the world for the better. With a strong foundation and a clear vision for the future, ORU is

poised to make significant contributions to higher education and global ministry for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Oral Roberts University founded?

Oral Roberts University was founded in 1963.

Who was the founder of Oral Roberts University?

The university was founded by evangelist Oral Roberts.



What was the original mission of Oral Roberts University?

The original mission was to provide a Christ-centered education that prepares students for a life of

service and leadership.

What is the significance of the 'Prayer Tower' at Oral Roberts

University?

The Prayer Tower is a prominent symbol of the university, representing its commitment to prayer and

spiritual life.

How did Oral Roberts University contribute to the charismatic

movement?

The university played a crucial role in the charismatic movement by promoting Pentecostal teachings

and practices among its students and alumni.

What is the name of the university's sports teams?

The sports teams are known as the Golden Eagles.

What notable program is Oral Roberts University known for in the field

of health sciences?

The university is renowned for its College of Health Sciences, which includes nursing and dental

programs.

How has Oral Roberts University's campus evolved since its founding?

Since its founding, the campus has expanded significantly, featuring modern facilities, a vibrant student

life, and numerous academic programs.
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