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Oracle Applications, commonly referred to as Oracle Apps, encompass a suite of enterprise resource
planning (ERP) software products that help organizations manage their business processes. As a
candidate preparing for an Oracle Apps technical interview, it is essential to familiarize yourself with
both the fundamental concepts and the nuanced technical aspects of the platform. This article
presents a comprehensive guide to common interview questions and answers that you may
encounter, covering various topics related to Oracle Apps.

Understanding Oracle Apps

Before diving into the interview questions, it is crucial to understand what Oracle Apps entails. Oracle
Apps includes modules for finance, supply chain management, human resources, customer
relationship management, and more. It is built on a flexible architecture that allows for customization
and integration with other systems.

Common Oracle Apps Technical Interview Questions

Here, we categorize some of the most frequently asked questions you might face during an interview:

General Questions

1. What is Oracle Apps?

- Oracle Apps is a suite of business applications that provide integrated solutions for various business
functions, such as finance, HR, and supply chain management. These applications are designed to
automate and streamline business operations.

2. What are the key components of Oracle Apps?
- The key components include:

- Oracle E-Business Suite

- Oracle Fusion Applications

- Oracle Cloud Applications

- Oracle Database

3. What is the difference between Oracle E-Business Suite and Oracle Fusion Applications?
- Oracle E-Business Suite is a suite of on-premises applications, while Oracle Fusion Applications are
cloud-based and designed with a focus on modern UX and integration capabilities.



Technical Questions

1. What is a Concurrent Program in Oracle Apps?

- A concurrent program is a process that runs in the background to execute tasks such as reports,
data processing, and batch jobs. These programs can run simultaneously without affecting each
other's performance.

2. Explain the architecture of Oracle Apps.

- The architecture consists of three tiers:

- Database Tier: Hosts the database and stores application data.

- Application Tier: Contains the business logic and application code.

- Client Tier: The user interface, typically accessed via a web browser.

3. What is a Flexfield?

- Flexfields are flexible and customizable fields in Oracle Apps that allow users to capture additional
information specific to their business needs. There are two types: Key Flexfields and Descriptive
Flexfields.

4. What are the different types of APIs available in Oracle Apps?
- There are several types of APIs, including:

- Public APIs: Provided by Oracle for external systems.

- Private APIs: Used internally within the application.

- Interface APIs: Used for data import/export between systems.

5. How do you create a custom report in Oracle Apps?

To create a custom report, follow these steps:

- Use Oracle Reports Builder to design the report layout.

- Register the report as a concurrent program in Oracle Apps.

- Define the parameters and executable associated with the report.
- Schedule the report using the concurrent request form.

Technical Skills Assessment Questions

1. What is a Trigger in Oracle Apps, and how is it used?

- A trigger is a PL/SQL block that automatically executes in response to certain events on a table or
view (e.g., insert, update, delete). It is used for data validation, enforcing business rules, or
maintaining data integrity.

2. Explain the difference between a Procedure and a Function in PL/SQL.
- A Procedure is a subprogram that performs a specific action but does not return a value, whereas a
Function returns a single value and can be used in SQL statements.

3. How do you handle exceptions in PL/SQL?
- Exception handling in PL/SQL is done using the EXCEPTION block. You can define specific exceptions
or use predefined exceptions to catch errors and handle them appropriately.

4. What is the purpose of a Profile Option in Oracle Apps?
- Profile Options are settings that control the behavior of Oracle Apps at various levels, such as user,



responsibility, or application level. They are used to manage system configuration and user
preferences.

Scenario-Based Questions

Scenario-based questions assess your problem-solving skills and ability to apply your knowledge in
real-world situations.

1. You need to integrate Oracle Apps with an external system. How would you approach this?
- To integrate Oracle Apps with an external system:

- Identify the data that needs to be exchanged.

- Use APIs or interface tables for data transfer.

- Consider using Oracle Integration Cloud for seamless connectivity.

- Monitor and log the integration process to troubleshoot any issues.

2. How would you troubleshoot a performance issue in a concurrent program?
- Troubleshooting steps include:

- Check for long-running SQL queries using SQL trace.

- Analyze the execution plan to identify bottlenecks.

- Review server performance metrics (CPU, memory usage).

- Optimize the SQL queries and consider indexing strategies.

3. If you were tasked with migrating data from an old system to Oracle Apps, what steps would you
take?

- The data migration process involves:

- Performing a data mapping exercise to understand the source and target structures.

- Extracting data from the old system.

- Transforming the data into the required format using ETL tools.

- Loading the data into Oracle Apps using interface tables or APIs.

- Validating the data post-migration for accuracy.

Best Practices for Oracle Apps Technical Interviews

1. Research the Company:
- Understand the specific Oracle applications the company uses and the industry they operate in.

2. Hands-On Practice:
- Gain practical experience by working on Oracle Apps or through simulations to strengthen your
technical skills.

3. Stay Updated:
- Keep abreast of the latest features and updates in Oracle Apps, as this demonstrates your
commitment and knowledge of the product.

4. Prepare Real-World Examples:
- Be ready to share experiences from past projects or tasks that illustrate your problem-solving skills



and technical expertise.

5. Clarify Your Doubts:
- Don't hesitate to ask clarifying questions during the interview, as it shows your analytical thinking
and engagement.

Conclusion

Preparing for an Oracle Apps technical interview can be daunting, but by understanding the key
concepts, familiarizing yourself with common questions, and practicing hands-on skills, you can
position yourself for success. The questions outlined in this article provide a solid foundation to help
you navigate your interview confidently. Remember to showcase your technical expertise, problem-
solving abilities, and enthusiasm for Oracle technologies. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between a function and a procedure in
PL/SQL?

A function is a subprogram that returns a single value, while a procedure does not return a value.
Functions can be called within SQL statements, whereas procedures cannot.

How can you debug a PL/SQL program?

You can debug a PL/SQL program using tools like DBMS_OUTPUT for outputting debug messages,
using exception handling to catch errors, and utilizing the Oracle SQL Developer debugger for step-
by-step execution.

What is an API in Oracle Apps, and why is it used?

An API (Application Programming Interface) in Oracle Apps is a set of procedures that allow for
interaction with the database and business logic. APIs are used to ensure data integrity and to
perform operations without directly accessing the underlying tables.

What are the different types of reports available in Oracle
Apps?

The different types of reports in Oracle Apps include Concurrent Reports, Bl Publisher Reports, FSG
(Financial Statement Generator) Reports, and XML Publisher Reports.

Explain the concept of a Concurrent Program in Oracle Apps.

A Concurrent Program is a background process that runs independently of user interaction. It is used
to perform tasks such as generating reports, running batch jobs, and executing long-running



processes without blocking user sessions.

What is the purpose of the workflow in Oracle Apps?

Workflow in Oracle Apps is used to automate and manage business processes. It enables the
definition of business rules, routing of tasks, and monitoring of process statuses, which helps improve
efficiency and accountability.

Can you explain what Flexfields are and their types in Oracle
Apps?

Flexfields are customizable fields in Oracle Apps that allow users to capture additional information.
There are two types: Key Flexfields (KFF), which are used for identifying records, and Descriptive
Flexfields (DFF), which are used for capturing additional attributes.

What are the main components of Oracle Apps architecture?

The main components of Oracle Apps architecture include the Database Server, Application Server,
Web Server, and Client Tier. This multi-tier structure helps in scalability and efficient resource
management.
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