
open the eyes of my heart lyrics and
chords
open the eyes of my heart lyrics and chords is a highly sought-after worship song that
has resonated deeply within contemporary Christian music circles. This article provides a
comprehensive look at the lyrics and chords of "Open the Eyes of My Heart," enabling
musicians and worship leaders to perform the song with confidence and authenticity. The
song's simple yet profound lyrics combined with accessible chord progressions make it a
favorite for both beginners and experienced guitarists. In addition to the lyrics and chords,
this guide explores the song’s background, musical structure, and tips for effective worship
leading. Whether preparing for a worship service or personal devotion, understanding the
nuances of "open the eyes of my heart lyrics and chords" enhances the worship experience.
Below is a detailed table of contents to navigate through the various aspects covered in this
article.
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Understanding the Song Background
"Open the Eyes of My Heart" is a worship song written by Paul Baloche, first released in the
late 1990s. It quickly became a staple in contemporary Christian worship due to its heartfelt
plea for spiritual insight and connection with God. The song’s repetitive structure and
melodic simplicity enable congregations to participate easily, fostering a collective worship
atmosphere. The phrase “open the eyes of my heart” symbolizes a desire to experience
God’s presence more vividly and to perceive spiritual truths more clearly. This song has
been covered by numerous artists and included in various worship compilations, reflecting
its enduring popularity and impact.

Open the Eyes of My Heart Lyrics
The lyrics of "Open the Eyes of My Heart" are concise yet deeply expressive, focusing on
the theme of spiritual awakening. The song repeats key phrases that emphasize a heartfelt
request for divine revelation and the desire to worship sincerely. The simple language
allows worshippers to connect emotionally and spiritually, making it an effective tool in both
personal and corporate worship settings.



Complete Lyrics
Below are the full lyrics of the song, formatted to facilitate easy reading and memorization:

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord

Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord

Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up

Shining in the light of Your glory

Pour out Your power and love

As we sing holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

I want to see You

I want to see You

Chords for Open the Eyes of My Heart
The chords for "Open the Eyes of My Heart" are straightforward, making it accessible for
guitarists and pianists of varying skill levels. Most arrangements use basic open chords in
the key of E, but the song can be transposed to suit different vocal ranges. The chord
progression complements the repetitive nature of the lyrics and supports a smooth worship
flow. Below is an outline of the common chord structure used in the song.



Basic Chord Progression
The following chord progression is the standard arrangement for the song in the key of E:

E – The main tonic chord providing a bright tonal center.

B – The dominant chord, adding tension and resolution.

A – The subdominant, helping to create movement and emotional uplift.

The chord sequence for the verses and chorus typically follows:

E1.

B2.

A3.

B4.

Chord Diagrams for Guitar
For guitar players, here are the finger positions for each chord:

E Major: Place your index finger on the 1st fret of the 3rd string, middle finger on the
2nd fret of the 5th string, and ring finger on the 2nd fret of the 4th string.

B Major: Barre the 2nd fret from the 5th string to the 1st string with your index
finger, middle finger on the 4th fret of the 4th string, ring finger on the 4th fret of the
3rd string, and pinky on the 4th fret of the 2nd string.

A Major: Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the 4th string, middle finger on the
2nd fret of the 3rd string, and ring finger on the 2nd fret of the 2nd string.

Playing Tips and Techniques
Successful performance of "Open the Eyes of My Heart" involves more than just knowing
the lyrics and chords. Understanding the rhythm, dynamics, and emotional delivery helps to
create a worshipful atmosphere. The song’s repetitive chorus invites spontaneous worship
and can be extended to allow for instrumental improvisation or vocal ad-libs. Below are
some practical tips for musicians and worship leaders aiming to enhance their rendition of
the song.



Rhythmic Patterns
The song is commonly played in a 4/4 time signature with a moderate tempo, creating an
inviting and steady groove. Strumming patterns that emphasize the downbeat with gentle
upstrokes can maintain the song’s reflective and reverent mood. For pianists, arpeggiated
chords or simple block chords work effectively to support congregational singing.

Dynamic Expression
Dynamic variation is important to prevent monotony given the song’s repetitive structure.
Gradually building volume and intensity through the chorus can help engage the
congregation. Conversely, softening the dynamics during the verse or instrumental breaks
encourages moments of personal reflection and intimacy with the lyrics.

Vocal Delivery
Lead vocalists should focus on clear enunciation and emotional expression, conveying the
heartfelt plea embedded in the lyrics. Harmonies and backing vocals enhance the worship
experience and can be introduced gradually throughout the song to add richness and
depth.

Common Variations and Arrangements
While the original version of "Open the Eyes of My Heart" is widely used, various
adaptations exist to suit different worship styles and settings. Some worship teams
incorporate instrumental breaks, key changes, or additional lyrics to personalize the song.
These variations maintain the song’s core message while offering fresh expressions of
worship.

Key Transpositions
Transposing the song to different keys is a common practice to accommodate different
vocal ranges. Popular keys besides E include D and G, which are more comfortable for
certain singers and easier for beginner guitarists. Transposition should preserve the song’s
feel and allow for smooth chord transitions.

Extended Worship Versions
Many worship bands extend the chorus or introduce spontaneous interludes to encourage
deeper congregational engagement. These extended versions often repeat the phrase “I
want to see You” multiple times, creating an atmosphere of anticipation and surrender.



Instrumental Arrangements
Instrumental variations may include adding percussion, keyboard pads, or lead guitar
melodies to enrich the musical texture. Such arrangements enhance the worship
experience by providing a fuller sound and supporting the meditative quality of the song.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the lyrics to 'Open the Eyes of My Heart'?
The lyrics to 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' are: Open the eyes of my heart, Lord; open the
eyes of my heart; I want to see You; I want to see You.

Where can I find the chords for 'Open the Eyes of My
Heart'?
You can find the chords for 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' on various worship music websites
such as Ultimate Guitar, Worship Together, and CCLI SongSelect.

What key is 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' usually played
in?
The song is commonly played in the key of E major, but it can be transposed to suit
different vocal ranges.

How do I play the main chord progression for 'Open the
Eyes of My Heart'?
The main chord progression is E - B - C#m - A. You repeat this progression throughout most
of the song.

Is there a capo position recommended for 'Open the
Eyes of My Heart'?
Many guitarists use a capo on the 2nd fret to play the song in the key of D, using simpler
chords like D, A, Bm, and G.

Can 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' be played on piano?
Yes, the song can be easily played on piano using the same chords (E, B, C#m, A) with a
simple rhythm pattern.

Are there any popular covers or versions of 'Open the



Eyes of My Heart'?
Yes, the song has been covered by various artists and worship bands such as Michael W.
Smith, Paul Baloche, and Sonicflood.

What is the meaning behind the lyrics of 'Open the Eyes
of My Heart'?
The lyrics express a desire for spiritual awakening and deeper vision into God's presence
and glory.

Can I use 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' for church
worship services?
Yes, 'Open the Eyes of My Heart' is widely used in church worship services and is suitable
for congregational singing.

Additional Resources
1. Worship Songs and Their Stories: The Lyrics Behind the Praise
This book explores the origins and meanings behind popular worship songs, including
"Open the Eyes of My Heart." It delves into the lyrical depth and spiritual significance that
have made these songs resonate with believers worldwide. The author provides
background stories, songwriter insights, and reflections on how these songs impact worship
experiences.

2. Playing Worship: A Guide to Guitar Chords and Techniques
Designed for worship musicians, this guide offers detailed chord charts and playing
techniques for many contemporary worship songs. It includes easy-to-follow instructions for
"Open the Eyes of My Heart" and tips on how to lead worship effectively. The book also
covers rhythm patterns and strumming styles suitable for various worship settings.

3. Lyrics That Touch the Soul: Understanding Worship Music
This book analyzes the poetic and theological elements of popular worship lyrics, including
"Open the Eyes of My Heart." Readers gain insight into how lyrics can deepen personal
devotion and corporate worship. The author also discusses how to write meaningful worship
songs that connect with listeners on a spiritual level.

4. The Worship Leader’s Handbook: From Lyrics to Live Performance
A comprehensive resource for worship leaders, this handbook covers everything from song
selection to arranging and leading worship. It includes chord charts and vocal arrangements
for songs like "Open the Eyes of My Heart." Practical advice on engaging congregations and
creating impactful worship moments is emphasized throughout.

5. Chords of Faith: Guitar Resources for Worship Musicians
This book offers a collection of chord progressions and arrangements specifically tailored
for worship music. Featuring "Open the Eyes of My Heart," it provides easy-to-learn chord
charts and tips for adapting songs to different skill levels. The author also shares advice on



building a worship set list and collaborating with other musicians.

6. Unlocking Worship: The Spiritual Meaning Behind Your Favorite Songs
Focusing on the spiritual messages in worship songs, this book helps readers understand
and meditate on lyrics like those in "Open the Eyes of My Heart." It includes devotional
reflections and discussion questions aimed at deepening one’s worship experience. The
author encourages readers to connect emotionally and spiritually with the songs they sing.

7. The Musician’s Guide to Contemporary Worship
This guide is perfect for musicians looking to enhance their skills in contemporary worship
settings. It includes chord charts, vocal techniques, and performance tips for songs such as
"Open the Eyes of My Heart." The book also addresses band dynamics and how to support
congregational singing effectively.

8. Worship Songwriting: Crafting Lyrics and Melodies That Inspire
Ideal for aspiring worship songwriters, this book covers the process of creating meaningful
lyrics and melodies. Using examples like "Open the Eyes of My Heart," it breaks down
songwriting techniques and theological considerations. Readers learn how to write songs
that resonate deeply with worshippers and encourage spiritual growth.

9. Sing with Heart: Exploring the Lyrics of Modern Worship Music
This book invites readers to explore the heartfelt lyrics of contemporary worship songs,
including "Open the Eyes of My Heart." It offers reflections on the emotional and spiritual
impact of the lyrics and how they can inspire personal transformation. The author also
includes suggestions for using these songs in personal devotion and group worship.
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