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onkyo ht r397 manual serves as an essential guide for users seeking to
maximize the functionality and performance of their Onkyo HT-R397 home
theater receiver. This manual provides comprehensive information on setup,
operation, troubleshooting, and maintenance, ensuring an optimal audio-visual
experience. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced user, understanding
the detailed instructions and specifications within the manual can
significantly enhance your use of the HT-R397 model. This article explores
the key features of the Onkyo HT-R397 receiver, detailed guidance on
installation and connectivity, sound calibration tips, and troubleshooting
common issues. Additionally, it covers maintenance advice to prolong the
lifespan and efficiency of the device. By referring to the onkyo ht r397
manual, users can unlock the full potential of their home theater system with
ease and confidence.
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Overview of Onkyo HT-R397 Receiver
The Onkyo HT-R397 is a 5.1 channel home theater receiver designed to deliver
immersive surround sound and versatile connectivity options. According to the
onkyo ht r397 manual, this model supports Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD Master
Audio decoding, which ensures high-definition audio playback for movies and
music. The receiver features multiple HDMI inputs, enabling seamless
connection with various multimedia devices such as Blu-ray players, gaming
consoles, and streaming devices. Equipped with advanced audio processing
technologies, the HT-R397 provides clear dialogue and dynamic sound effects,
enhancing the overall entertainment experience.

Key Specifications
Understanding the technical specifications is crucial to fully appreciate the
capabilities of the Onkyo HT-R397 receiver. The onkyo ht r397 manual details



the following specifications:

Power Output: 100 watts per channel (8 ohms, 20 Hz – 20 kHz, 0.08% THD,
2 channels driven)

Channels: 5.1 surround sound

Supported Audio Formats: Dolby TrueHD, DTS-HD Master Audio, Dolby
Digital, DTS

Connectivity: 4 HDMI inputs, 1 HDMI output with ARC, optical and coaxial
digital inputs, analog inputs

Speaker Terminals: Screw-type terminals compatible with various speaker
wire gauges

Network: No built-in Wi-Fi or Ethernet connectivity

Design and Build Quality
The HT-R397 features a compact, sleek design with a user-friendly front panel
interface. The receiver’s front display provides clear information on input
selection, volume levels, and sound modes. According to the onkyo ht r397
manual, the device is constructed with high-quality components to minimize
distortion and enhance durability. Its ventilation system is designed to
maintain optimum operating temperatures, ensuring reliable performance during
extended use.

Setup and Installation Guide
Proper installation is vital for achieving the best audio and video
performance from the Onkyo HT-R397 receiver. The onkyo ht r397 manual
provides detailed step-by-step instructions for setting up the system in
various home theater configurations. This section highlights essential setup
procedures, including speaker placement, wiring, and initial configuration.

Speaker Placement
Correct positioning of speakers is fundamental to creating an immersive
surround sound environment. The onkyo ht r397 manual recommends the following
guidelines for speaker placement in a 5.1 channel setup:

Front Left and Right Speakers: Positioned at ear level, equidistant from
the listening area, and angled slightly toward the listener.



Center Speaker: Placed directly above or below the TV screen to anchor
dialogue and central sounds.

Surround Left and Right Speakers: Located to the sides or slightly
behind the listening position, at about ear level or slightly higher.

Subwoofer: Positioned near the front speakers or in a corner to enhance
bass response without localization.

Connecting Components
The onkyo ht r397 manual outlines the recommended connections for input
sources and output devices. Key connections include:

Connecting HDMI cables from Blu-ray players, gaming consoles, and
streaming devices to the HDMI inputs on the receiver.

Using optical or coaxial digital cables for compatible audio sources if
HDMI is not available.

Connecting speakers to the receiver’s speaker terminals, ensuring
correct polarity to avoid phase issues.

Connecting the receiver’s HDMI output to the television’s HDMI input,
preferably supporting ARC for audio return channel functionality.

Initial Configuration
After hardware connections, the onkyo ht r397 manual advises performing
initial setup steps via the on-screen display or front panel controls. These
include:

Selecting speaker size and distance settings.

Configuring audio input assignments.

Adjusting the subwoofer crossover frequency.

Running basic sound calibration tests to verify proper speaker
operation.



Operating Instructions and Features
The Onkyo HT-R397 receiver offers a range of operating modes and features
designed to enhance user experience. The onkyo ht r397 manual describes how
to navigate the menu system, select sound modes, and utilize advanced audio
settings.

Sound Modes and DSP Settings
The receiver includes multiple sound field programs and DSP (Digital Signal
Processing) modes tailored for different content types. According to the
manual, popular sound modes include:

Dolby Surround: Creates surround sound from stereo sources.

THX Cinema: Optimizes sound for cinematic playback.

Rock/Pop/Jazz: Enhances music genres with tailored equalization.

Game: Provides immersive audio for gaming applications.

Direct Mode: Bypasses processing for pure audio reproduction.

Remote Control Functions
The included remote control allows convenient access to volume adjustment,
input selection, sound mode switching, and other key functions. The onkyo ht
r397 manual explains the layout and operation of the remote, including macro
programming options for controlling multiple devices.

Additional Features
Additional capabilities detailed in the onkyo ht r397 manual include:

Sleep timer for automatic shutdown after a preset duration.

On-screen display for easy configuration and status monitoring.

Front panel headphone jack for private listening.

FM/AM tuner with preset memory (model-dependent).



Sound Calibration and Optimization
Optimizing sound quality is essential to fully enjoy the Onkyo HT-R397
receiver. The onkyo ht r397 manual provides guidelines for manual and
automatic calibration techniques to tailor audio performance to the listening
environment.

Manual Calibration
Users can manually adjust speaker levels, distances, and crossover settings
to match their room acoustics. The manual recommends using a sound pressure
level (SPL) meter to balance speaker output levels for uniform sound
distribution. Adjusting crossover frequencies ensures proper bass management
between speakers and subwoofer.

Using Test Tones
The receiver includes built-in test tones to facilitate calibration. The
onkyo ht r397 manual instructs users to play test signals through each
speaker individually while adjusting volume levels to achieve balanced sound.
This process helps identify speaker wiring issues or placement problems.

Room Acoustics Considerations
The acoustic characteristics of the listening room can significantly impact
sound quality. The manual suggests minimizing reflective surfaces and using
acoustic treatments such as carpets, curtains, or panels to reduce echo and
improve clarity. Proper speaker placement combined with room treatments
enhances the overall audio experience.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
Despite its robust design, users may encounter occasional issues with the
Onkyo HT-R397 receiver. The onkyo ht r397 manual includes a troubleshooting
section that addresses common problems and their solutions.

No Sound or Distorted Audio
If no sound is heard or audio is distorted, the manual recommends checking:

Speaker connections for correct polarity and secure wiring.

Input source selection to ensure the correct device is active.



Volume and mute settings to confirm they are appropriately adjusted.

Audio format compatibility of the source device.

HDMI Connectivity Issues
Common HDMI-related problems include no video or audio signal and
intermittent dropouts. The onkyo ht r397 manual advises:

Using high-quality HDMI cables certified for the required resolution and
bandwidth.

Ensuring the firmware of connected devices is up to date.

Power cycling the receiver and connected devices to reset HDMI
handshake.

Verifying HDMI input and output settings on the receiver.

Remote Control Malfunctions
If the remote control is unresponsive, the manual suggests:

Replacing batteries with fresh ones of the correct type.

Ensuring there are no obstructions between the remote and receiver
sensor.

Resetting the remote control if supported.

Maintenance and Care Tips
Proper maintenance extends the life and performance of the Onkyo HT-R397
receiver. The onkyo ht r397 manual provides guidelines for routine care and
precautions to prevent damage.

Cleaning and Handling
The receiver should be cleaned regularly using a soft, dry cloth to remove
dust and fingerprints. Avoid using chemical cleaners or solvents that could
damage the finish or internal components. Keep the unit in a well-ventilated



area free from excessive heat, moisture, or direct sunlight.

Firmware Updates
Although the HT-R397 does not feature network connectivity for automatic
updates, checking Onkyo’s official resources for any firmware upgrades or
service bulletins is recommended. Firmware updates may improve compatibility
and fix issues.

Storage and Transportation
If the receiver needs to be stored or transported, ensure it is properly
packaged to prevent physical damage. Remove all cables and accessories and
keep the unit in a stable environment to avoid moisture and temperature
extremes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the Onkyo HT-R397 manual?
You can download the Onkyo HT-R397 manual from the official Onkyo website
under their support or downloads section, or from trusted third-party manual
repository websites.

What are the key features explained in the Onkyo HT-
R397 manual?
The manual details features such as 5.1 channel surround sound, HDMI inputs,
Dolby Digital and DTS decoding, and various audio and video settings for
optimal home theater performance.

How do I connect speakers to the Onkyo HT-R397
receiver according to the manual?
The manual provides step-by-step instructions on connecting speakers to the
designated front, center, surround, and subwoofer terminals, ensuring proper
polarity and impedance matching for best sound quality.

What troubleshooting tips does the Onkyo HT-R397
manual provide?
Common troubleshooting tips include checking cable connections, ensuring
correct input selection, resetting the receiver, and verifying speaker
connections if there is no sound or poor audio quality.



How do I perform a factory reset on the Onkyo HT-
R397?
According to the manual, to perform a factory reset, you typically press and
hold the 'Power' button while turning on the receiver, but refer to the
specific reset instructions in the manual for precise steps.

Does the Onkyo HT-R397 manual explain how to update
the firmware?
The manual usually does not cover firmware updates for this model, as it may
not support firmware updates; for updates, check the Onkyo website or contact
customer support.

What audio input options are available on the Onkyo
HT-R397 as per the manual?
The manual lists audio input options including HDMI, optical digital, coaxial
digital, and analog audio inputs for connecting various devices like Blu-ray
players, gaming consoles, and TVs.

How do I set up the Onkyo HT-R397 for optimal
surround sound?
The manual guides you through speaker placement, input selection, and
adjusting audio settings such as surround modes and speaker levels to achieve
the best surround sound experience.

What remote control functions are explained in the
Onkyo HT-R397 manual?
The manual explains the remote control functions including power, volume,
input selection, surround mode selection, and other audio adjustments for
convenient operation.

Can the Onkyo HT-R397 manual help with HDMI CEC
setup?
Yes, the manual provides information on HDMI features including CEC (RIHD),
allowing control of compatible devices through the receiver with a single
remote.

Additional Resources
1. Onkyo HT-R397 User Guide: Comprehensive Setup and Troubleshooting
This manual-style book offers an in-depth walkthrough of the Onkyo HT-R397



receiver’s features, installation process, and troubleshooting tips. It is
designed for both beginners and experienced users who want to maximize their
home theater experience. The guide includes clear diagrams, step-by-step
instructions, and maintenance advice to ensure optimal performance.

2. Home Theater Systems: A Practical Guide to Onkyo Receivers
Focusing on Onkyo receivers like the HT-R397, this book provides a broad
overview of setting up and optimizing home theater systems. Readers will
learn about audio calibration, speaker placement, and connectivity options.
The book also compares various Onkyo models to help users select the best
receiver for their needs.

3. Mastering Audio Settings on Onkyo HT-R Series
This book dives into the audio configuration and sound tuning options
available on the Onkyo HT-R397 and similar models. It explains how to adjust
equalizer settings, sound modes, and surround sound configurations to enhance
listening experiences. Technical concepts are broken down into simple terms
to help users understand acoustic principles.

4. Onkyo HT-R397: Installation and Integration with Modern Devices
A practical guide to integrating the Onkyo HT-R397 with contemporary home
entertainment devices, including smart TVs, gaming consoles, and streaming
gadgets. The book covers HDMI connections, wireless options, and firmware
updates. It also addresses compatibility issues and solutions for seamless
operation.

5. Troubleshooting Common Problems in Onkyo Home Theater Receivers
This book is a go-to resource for diagnosing and fixing frequent issues
encountered with Onkyo receivers such as the HT-R397. It includes symptom-
based troubleshooting charts, repair tips, and advice on when to seek
professional help. Readers will gain confidence in maintaining their audio
equipment.

6. Optimizing Surround Sound: Techniques for Onkyo HT-R397
Dedicated to enhancing surround sound performance, this book explores speaker
placement strategies, room acoustics, and sound calibration tools specific to
the Onkyo HT-R397. It provides practical tips for creating immersive audio
environments and explains technical jargon in accessible language.

7. The Evolution of Onkyo Home Theater Receivers: A Historical Perspective
This book traces the development of Onkyo’s home theater receivers, with a
focus on the HT-R397 model’s place in the product lineup. It discusses
technological advancements, design changes, and consumer feedback over the
years. Readers interested in audio technology history will find this a
fascinating read.

8. DIY Home Theater Setup with Onkyo HT-R397
Targeting DIY enthusiasts, this guide details how to build and customize a
home theater system using the Onkyo HT-R397 receiver. It covers selecting
compatible speakers, wiring, and configuring system settings for optimal
performance. The book also includes budget-friendly tips and safety



precautions.

9. User Experiences and Reviews: Onkyo HT-R397 in Real Homes
A collection of user testimonials, reviews, and case studies highlighting the
performance of the Onkyo HT-R397 in various home environments. The book
provides practical insights into real-world usage, common challenges, and
creative solutions from everyday users. It serves as a valuable resource for
prospective buyers.
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